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Have You Made Your Pledge? 

This year, St. Mark’s Parish family 
reflected on Christ’s command to bear 
fruit for the kingdom. As part of that 
reflection, many parishioners re-
flected carefully on the use of their 
time and personal talents as they re-
late to prayer, spirituality and mission.  
Additionally, they considered how 
they use their financial resources as a 
sign and symbol (a sacrament?) of 
their life in God as a means of support 
of the Church’s mission and ministry 
in our community and in the world.   
As of mid-November the parish re-
ceived nearly 30 responses from indi-
viduals and families.  This means that 
a number of members have not re-
turned their pledge  — concerning 
their time, talents, and treasures for 
the coming year.  
Ministry occurs on a daily basis.  The 
outreach efforts of our parish are the 
pride of the parish, and, truth be 
known, of the diocese. Pastoral visita-
tion, counsel and spiritual direction 
are delivered on a regular basis.  God 
is worship in beauty and in truth each 
week on Sunday and Wednesday.   

Did you know that our mid-week 
service has nearly outgrown our 
Jubilee Chapel?  Weekly 10-12 
people 
gather to 
pray for the 
sick of our 
parish and 
commu-
nity?  Folks 
are regu-
larly 
anointed as 
they seek 
God’s spe-
cial healing power in their lives.  
In Lent, midday prayers are of-
fered in the church, which is open 
from early morning until the close 
of midday prayers.  
The revived Lay Eucharistic Visi-
tor program visits and comforts 
homebound parishioners with the 
Blessed Sacrament on a regular 
basis.   
These are only a few signs of the 
way St. Mark’s continues to grow 
and thrive in the Lord.   

But the reality is that as we 
seek to provide increasing 
services to the poor, the sick, 

the needy; as 
we seek to 
enhance our 
programs of 
Christian 
education and 
formation; as 
we seek to 
maintain our 
historic build-
ings, we need 
an increasing 

level of support at every level. 
If you have not responded to 
our Annual Membership 
Pledge Drive, please do so as 
soon as possible.  The Finance 
Committee is about to begin its 
budget process for fiscal year 
2013.  We need to know the 
level of your commitment to 
the mission and ministry of 
this parish.. Please let us know 
as soon as you can, just how 
you will be part of this great 
work.   
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P eople are getting ‘stressed 
out’ a lot these days. One 

of the reasons is the need to 
constantly adapt to change.  
Change is never easy for any of 
us.  If you’re not on Facebook 
or Twitter you’re apparently 
out of the loop.  Good luck 

getting a real 
person if 
you’re call-
ing a govern-
ment office, 
the bank or 

your telephone company.  Why 
do gasoline prices jump up and 
down about 5 cents per gallon 
every week? Enough ranting.  
In the midst of all this need for 
adaptation it’s good to know 
that certain core things remain 
constant.  The Advent season 
reminds us of this as it rolls 
around each year. 
God, the eternal and unchang-
ing, changed the course of our 
world when He took on human 
flesh and Jesus was born.  He 
did this to demonstrate his 
ongoing, never-ending love and 
solidarity with us. Jesus, of 
whom it is said, is “the same 
yesterday, today and for-

ever” (Heb. 13.8), revealed the 
consistent compassion, meek-
ness, wisdom, joy and justice 
of the Father throughout His 
life. His obedience in his suf-
fering, crucifixion and resur-
rection have released for us the 
great gifts of forgiveness, 
grace, healing, power to serve 
and everlasting life. The secret 
for dealing with the stresses of 
life, in my experience, is to 
look to and trust in this One, 
the One who never fails us or 
forsakes us (Heb. 13.5). You 
can count on that never chang-
ing. 
We may have switched to LED 
lights, e-mailed or ‘texted’ our 
kids and families about holiday 
plans and read the biblical 
Christmas story on our iPads or 
iPhones, but let’s be sure to 
guard some established tradi-
tions as absolutely necessary 
for our life together. For exam-
ple, we need to get together in 
real, embodied (not virtual) 
forms of worship, where we 
learn and to respond to God’s 
love in Christ - together. We 
need to share in the bread and 
wine which remind us of Jesus 

presence among us and why he 
remains as Emmanuel (God 
with us).  
We begin our Advent Season 
this Sunday, December 2nd.  
Several special events and 
worship opportunities are 
scheduled in the weeks that 
follow, all designed to prepare 
us well for the celebration of 
our cherished Christmas Day.  
Please look over the schedule 
and mark your calendars ac-
cordingly.  All of this informa-
tion is available on our website, 
should you forget or misplace 
this newsletter.  Above all, 
please plan to be with us “in 
the flesh,” as it were, at wor-
ship on Sundays at 9:00 AM 
and for one of the special ser-
vices on Christmas Eve. 
In all of this, know that you all 
are in my prayers daily as we 
make our journey toward the 
Light of Christmas. 
Yours in the heart of Christ, 

David+ 
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Bishop Baxter will make his 
regular pastoral visit to St. 
Mark’s on Sunday January 20th.  
Bishop Baxter last visited the 
parish in 2011.  This year, he will 
admit several of our children to 
holy communion for the first 
time and will baptize a new 
member of our congregation.  
St. Mark’s is fortunate to have 
“made the cut” in having Bishop 
Baxter since he will soon thereaf-

ter begin a well deserved three 
month sabbatical, during which 
visitations will be made by 
Bishop Rodney Michel. Bishop 
Michel who will assist the diocese 
in Bishop Baxter’s absence.  We 
hope to welcome Bishop Michel 
on occasion, to be sure, but we 
can give our good wishes to 
Bishop Baxter as he prepares to 
undertake a time of study, reflec-
tion and discernment.  Please 
mark your calendars now so that 
we will all have a chance to greet 
our bishop on this happy occa-
sion. 

The annual Pork & Sauerkraut 
Dinner held at St. Mark’s on No-
vember 9 netted $1366 for the 
Parishioners’ Outreach Fund.  It’s 
clear to all how the popularity of 
this event continues to grow. This 
year, ALL of the homemade sauer-
kraut was sold (with and without 
meat) — no leftovers!  St. Mark’s 
is grateful to all the volunteers that 
made this effort such a success. 
Prep work begins in September as 
cabbage is sliced and crocked so it 
is truly a labor of love for all in-
volved.  

A R E  Y O U  
C O N N E C T E D ?  

For the last two years, St. 
Mark’s has been developing 
a consistent presence on the 
world wide web (www) with its 
website:  
www.stmark-lewistown.org 
From time to time, Father 
Zwifka has contributed to a 
blog called St. Mark’s Vine-
yard.  Additionally, St. Mark’s 
has a Facebook page that 
helps to keep people in-
formed about the most cur-
rent information available 
concerning our activities.  
Beginning in January, Father 
Zwifka will also offer a Twitter 
feed that will provide a short 
reflection or prayer for the 
day.  For more information on 
all these social networking 
opportunities, visit our web-
site. Friend us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter. 

P O R K  &  S A U E R -
K R A U T  D I N N E R  A  
S U C C E S S  



T he great window that has watched over the spiritual life of St. Mark’s Parish family in its church for 
almost 150 years was recently returned to its rightful place in the sanctuary.  The window was re-

stored by Epiphany Studios as part of a multi-phase, long range project to repair and restore all the win-
dows in our church building.  Along with the Great Window, two side ventilation windows in the sanctu-
ary were also repaired and restored and have been reinstalled.  Once one compares the fully restored win-
dow, which depicts Jesus and two disciples at the Last Supper, it becomes clear why this important work 
was needed.  Features now clear to the observer were nearly invisible before the work was done.  Some-
thing so simple as the tenderness expressed in the hand of Jesus on the back of the Apostle John was 
nearly missed — and the garden now so evident in the background was previously observed as a simple 
mass of neutral color.  Because our newsletter is printed in black & white, any photos we would compare 
here would not do justice to the tremendous improvement that is fully evident in a live experience of this 
priceless work of art by the Tiffany Studios of New York.   
Quite apart from the artistic value of the restoration work, it became evident that the windows were in 
worse condition that originally thought.  Not only did over 100 years of candle soot, incense resin, dust, 
dirt and other detritus darken the surface of the glass, but severe structural issues were discovered in the 
leading that held the masterpiece together.  Additionally, we discovered serious structural issues at the 
base of the window that required replacement and repair of rotted wooden support structures, and relaying 
bricks immediately below.   
Additionally, the protective fiberglass on the outside had discolored. More importantly, it was not prop-
erly vented (as is the case with the remaining windows in the church), causing a repeated expansion and 
contraction of the window itself caused by heat build-up and cooling cycles.  Now, the protective tem-
pered glass outer layer is clear and has proper ventilation to avoid the greenhouse effect and the accompa-
nying heating that occurred each time the window was exposed to the morning sun. 
Gene Higgins of Epiphany Studios sent along some photos of the work in progress that are displayed in 
the parish hall.  Please peruse them at your convenience . . .  and look for more details on this continuing 
project.  

can watch and pray with us on that 
special day.  After the last year’s 
livestream, Canon Linda Arguedas, 
Director of Diocesan Communica-
tions, received an e-mail from a 
man in California who thanked St. 
Mark’s and the diocese for making 
this possible.  He had been stricken 
by a virus and was unable to attend 
services at his church, Grace Ca-
thedral in San Francisco.  He 
“googled” for Episcopal Churches 
who were live streaming services 
and came upon St. Mark’s.  He 
thought the service was beautiful 
and so appreciated not missing 

S t. Mark’s will again “live 
stream” its Christmas Eve 

Family service to anyone who has 
access to the world wide web.  
Thanks to the diocesan Office of 
Communications and the techni-
cal expertise of parishioner and 
vestry member John Xanthropou-
los, St. Mark’s was the first parish 
in the diocese to broadcast its 
Christmas Eve Family Service last 
year.   
When we livestream, our worship 
service is made available to any-
one with internet access so they 

worship on this special day for 
him. While many more parishes 
are now live streaming, we will 
once more make our community 
celebration available to all who are 
not able to attend church “in the 
flesh.” 
The necessary link will be avail-
able on our website.  
www.stmark-lewistown.org  
and the diocesan website, 
www.diocesecpa.org. 
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G R E A T  W I N D O W  R E S T O R E D  

C H R I S T M A S  F A M I L Y  S E R V I C E  B R O A D C A S T  O V E R  T H E  I N T E R N E T  

has increased its reach to include 
not only those that are the 
“traditionally” needy but increas-
ing numbers of families counted 
among the “working poor” — 
those people who have jobs but 
whose wages are not sufficient to 
make ends meet on a regular ba-
sis.  
The number of individuals and the 
number of families served by 

“The Cupboard” has increased 
steadily over the last six months.  
Purchases of basic foodstuffs 
have increase in volume and 
frequency.  Consequently, the 
resources of The Cupboard are 
stretched thinner and thinner.  
The Cupboard always welcomes 
in-kind donations and financial 
contributions to assist in its work.  
For more information, please call 
the parish office at 717 248-8327 

M other Hubbard’s Cupboard, 
the most enduring ministry 

of the Jubilee Ministry Center at St. 
Mark’s continues to meet essential 
needs in our community.   
While economic indicators show 
that there has been steady improve-
ment in the larger economy, those 
at the margins still struggle to make 
ends meet.  In fact, statistics show 
that Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 
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M O T H E R  H U B B A R D ’ S  C U P B O A R D  M E E T S  I N C R E A S I N G  
D E M A N D  

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  
V E S T R Y  S E R V I C E  

Have you ever considered ser-
vice as a member of Vestry? As 
a member of Vestry, you will 
have the unique privilege of 
helping to guide St. Mark’s 
Parish as it prepares for a third 
century of mission and minis-
try.  If you are interested in 
standing for election at the 
annual meeting or have any 
questions, please contact Blair 
Hannon, Senior Warden, or 
Father Zwifka at your earliest 
convenience. 

C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  
D I O C E S A N  
C O N V E N T I O N  
D E L E G A T E S  

Diocesan Convention is a key  
focus of ecclesiastical author-
ity in each diocese of The 
Episcopal Church. Each parish 
sends delegates to diocesan 
convention to analyze and 
debate the principal business 
that comes before the diocese 
in a given year.  Under current 
canons, St. Mark’s is entitled 
to 2 delegates and any number 
of alternates at each conven-
tion. Convention delegates 
provide an important interface 
with the wider Church at the 
diocesan and convocational 
levels.  If you are interested in 
serving as a delegate, see Fa-
ther Zwifka for more informa-
tion. Delegates and alternates 
are elected at our annual meet-
ing in February.  Diocesan 
Convention meets the first 
weekend in June and Convoca-
tion meetings are held at least 
twice each year in the fall and 
in the spring.  
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V E S T RY  A P P R OV E S  W I N D O W S  P R O J E C T  

A D V E N T / C H R I S T M A S  H O L I D AY  S C H E D U L E  

PA R I S H   
C A L E N DA R  
 

DEC 4       3:00 PM 
Folks of Seasoned Age Exer-
cise Class 

DEC 9       2:00 PM 
Evening Prayer with Yaeger-
town UMC Men’s Chorus 
       6:00 PM 
St. Nicholas visits with the 
children of St. Mark’s  

DEC 11       3:00 PM 
Folks of Seasoned Age Exercise 

Class 
DEC 12       12 Noon 

Finance Committee 
DEC 15    10:00 AM 

Christmas Centerpiece Work-
shop 

DEC 18       3:00 PM 
Folks of Seasoned Age Exer-
cise Class 
       5:30 PM 
Vestry Meeting 

DEC 20       5:30 PM 
Breaking Bread Together 
Dinner 

DEC 23             3:00 PM 

Greening of the Church 
       5:00 PM 
Evening Prayer 

DEC 24             5:30 PM 

Family Service 
    11:00 PM 

Festive Choral Eucharist 
DEC 25 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!!!! 
A true family day.   
No events today. 

JAN 6       4:00 PM 
Epiphany Evensong 

THE HOLY SEASON OF ADVENT 

December 2nd — First Sunday of Advent 
Holy Eucharist 9 AM — Church 

December 9th — Second Sunday of Advent 
Holy Eucharist 9 AM — Church 

Evening Prayer with Music by the Yaegertown United Methodist Church Men’s Choir — 2 PM 
(Church)  (sponsored by Folks of a Seasoned Age) 

St. Nicholas visits the Children of St. Mark’s Parish — 6 PM (Parish Hall) 
December 16th — Third Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Worship 9 AM — Church  
December 23rd — Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Worship 9 AM — Church 
Greening of the Church — 3 PM 

Evening Prayer to follow 
 

THE JOYOUS SEASON OF CHRISTMAS 

December 24th — Christmas Eve 
Family Service — 5:30 PM (Church) 

with children’s pageant 
This service will be live-streamed on the World-Wide-Web 

Choral Eucharist — 11:00 PM (Church) 
December 30 — Christmas Sunday 

Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols — 9 AM (Church) 
January 6th — Feast of the Epiphany 

Holy Eucharist — 9 AM (Church) 
Solemn Evensong — 4 PM (Church) 

P R E S I D I N G  B I S H O P  
K A T H E R I N E  
J E F F E R T S - S C H O R I  T O  
C E L E B R A T E  W I T H  S T .  
M A R K ’ S  

It has been on again and off again 
BUT now it’s confirmed: Presid-
ing Bishop Katherine Jefferts-
Schori will visit St. Mark’s Par-
ish family as part of observing 
the 30th anniversary of its being 
named the first Jubilee Ministry 
Center in The Episcopal Church. 
The “PB”, as she is sometimes 
known, will visit with us  and 
other participating Jubilee Cen-
ters on Saturday, October 7. 
Plans now call for her to visit 
with young adults in State Col-
lege on Sunday October 8. St. 
Mark’s will work with the dio-
cese to make this a truly memora-
ble event.  If anyone is interested 
in serving on the planning com-
mittee, please contact Father 
Zwifka.  

C H I S T M A S  
C E N T E R P I E C E  
W O R S H O P  O F F E R E D  
O N  D E C E M B E R  1 5 T H   

The Jubilee Ministry Center’s 
outreach, Folks of A Seasoned 
Age, will offer a Christmas center-
piece workshop on December 15 
at 10:00 AM in St. Mark’s Parish 
Hall. 
Workshop leader Nancy Laub is 
an experienced arranger and has 
frequently led the team that 
“greens the Church” for the cele-
bration of Christmas.   
This year, Folks of a Season Age, 
persuaded Nancy to share her tal-
ents with members of the commu-
nity so that they could beautify 
their holiday tables with natural 
greens.  There is no registration 
fee.  Participants are asked to bring 
the greens they wish to use. All 
other supplies will be provided.   

G R E E N I N G  O F  T H E  
C H U R C H  

Join us on Sunday, Dec 23rd 
from 3-5 pm as we decorate the 
church for Christmas. Come 
help set up trees and branches, 
candles and more. More hands 
make for lighter work! Cider 
and pre-Christmas treats will be 
in abundance. We will join in 
evening prayer in the newly 
decorated church when we 
finish! 

C H O I R  S E E K S  N E W  
M E M B E R S  

St. Mark’s Choir sings at Sunday 
services and at special worship 
opportunities throughout the year.  
The choir currently seeks members 
in every vocal range (SATB).  St. 
Augustine said, “Anyone who 
sings, prays twice.” If you want or 
need to pray more than you have in 
the recent past, consider joining St. 
Mark’s Choir!  For more informa-
tion, contact Mrs, Joyce Hart, Di-
rector of Music.  
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