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Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church 

21 South Main Street Lewistown, Pennsylvania  17044 

Telephone:  717-248-8327 

www.stmark-lewistown.org 

*** 

The Right Rev. Dr. Audrey Scanlan, Bishop, Diocese of Central PA 

The Rev. John T. Harwood, Priest 

  
St. Mark’s Vestry 

Joyce Hart, Senior Warden  -  Fred McKinley, Junior Warden 

Deb Vaughn, Clerk 

  Blair Hannon, Jackie Leight, Lillian Myers, Jane Smith, and  

Elizabeth Harper  

Deb Vaughn—Coordinator of Pastoral Ministries 

Joseph Sikorsky—Treasurer 

 

St. Mark’S EpiScopal church 

21 S Main Street 

Lewistown, PA 17044 

The Mission of St. Mark’s 
We gather to celebrate as the family of God, that we may be 
fed spiritually through the Sacraments and teachings of the 
Holy Scriptures, in order that we serve others in the love of 
Christ. 

 1 

St. Mark’s Messenger 

April 2018 

 

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION 

As the saying goes, “no cross, no crown” – in other words, we 
can’t know the true joy of Easter without having first known 
the agony of the cross, which we experience most fully during 
the Three Sacred Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday). Here is our story in three images. I am grateful 
for all of you who helped to make Holy Week a spiritual jour-
ney. Special thanks go to Joyce Hart and Blair Hannon as well 
as the pilgrims in our Lenten Study group. 

Christians are Easter people, and we could not be if the story 
of Jesus ended on Good Friday. At the Easter Vigil we heard 
the whole story of salvation – God’s plan for the world and for 
us. Our celebration of Easter lasts for Fifty Days. Why so long?  

We need time to digest the meaning of Easter Sunday. Certain-
ly, the disciples struggled to figure out what had happened – and what it meant to them 
as they were commissioned to carry the Gospel to the whole world. The only reason 
that we have churches in Lewistown today is that someone brought them here.  

Episcopalians were convinced that the light of Christ should shine in Mifflin 
County, and so they sent out clergy and lay leaders to “plant” our churches. Every time 
we worship, we should remember these witnesses to the faith. The disciples spent fifty 
days waiting for God’s guidance. Jesus prepares them for his departure (we celebrate 
Ascension on May 10), and Pentecost will come ten days later (May 20).  

These Fifty Days also enable us to see the rebirth of Nature. What a long, hard, 
freezing winter we had. Could new life ever spring from those dead-looking trees and 
shrubs? Look around you today and you see signs of rebirth. Farmers know how im-
portant it is to plant the crops wisely and also to ask God’s blessing. Martin Luther 
said that God writes the Gospel not just in Scripture but in the world around us. When 
you look at the flowers in bloom and the trees getting their leaves, Luther says: re-
member the work of the Creator.  

In England the Rogation Days were dedicated to prayer and fasting. 
“Rogation” comes from the Latin word “to ask.” The major feast was always celebrat-
ed on April 25 with a procession from the church to the fields: what better place to ask 
God’s blessing on the crops that would sustain the village in the year ahead? “Lord, 
save us from floods and drought, pests and poor yields.” This prayer has been offered 
since the fifth century and is just as important today as we prepare our gardens and 
orchards. 

If you had thought that the time of preparation was over, the Church says: keep on preparing. Now that 
you’re baptized, you have training wheels, but you still need to understand the rules of the road and how to 
navigate life’s journey. Sure, that will take a lifetime, but our Lord has forty more days to help prepare us.  

Despite our snow on April 2, winter has lost its bitter grip on us, and signs of new life are springing up 
everywhere. The season has changed. 

Easter Lilies - 

A sign of new life and hope 

St. Mark’s— 
The Lenten Season, Palm Sunday 

and Good Friday 

http://www.stmark-lewistown.org
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MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD 

 

In March Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard served 
95 families. This includes 274 individuals, 
95f families, and 19 first-time individuals 
(adults and children). 

Time and time again, we hear amazement 
about the magnitude of our ministry. None of 
it would be possible without the generosity of 
the people that have designated MHC as their 
opportunity to make a difference in our com-
munity. 

BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER 

 

In Holy Week, the people of St. Mark’s served 76 people a delicious 

meal of chicken and waffles with mashed potatoes and gravy.   A 

bonus was the chance to sing some of our favorite hymns with our 

newly tuned grand piano.  Thanks to Joyce Hart for playing some of 

our favorite hymns.   Fr. Harwood joined in on the fun as well and 

there were a few piano duets performed!   

BAPTISM ON APRIL 8 MEN’S GROUP IS BACK 

 

Not so long ago St. Mark’s had a men’s group: 
the St. Andrew’s Guild. Regardless of the 
name it is time for us to gather in fellowship 
and common purpose. We propose to have a 
monthly breakfast together on a Saturday 
morning, and we need to know who wants to 
attend. Please send Tony Hatfield-Nicholson 
email (stinkinrose@pa.net) or give him a call 
(717 436 9184 or 717 543 7411).  Or you can 
contact Father John by email or phone: 
(jtharwood@comcast.net / 814-571-0687).   

BIBLE STUDY ON WEDNESDAY MORNING  AND ADULT 
FORUM ON SUNDAY  

Bible Study continues on 
Wednesday mornings at 
9AM in my office. You can-
not tell the story if you don’t 
know it. Bring a friend or a 
neighbor or an acquaintance, 
young or old, who would like 
to understand the Bible.  

In our Adult Forum, we are exploring the riches of the Book 
of Common Prayer. Ever wonder what's in the Book of Com-
mon Prayer? How is it organized? How has it changed since its 
first version in 1549? What changes should be made to it, and 
who makes the decisions? Coffee and donuts are a bonus! 

HOME VISITATIONS AND PASTORAL NEEDS 

  
If you find yourself in need of a pastoral visit at home or in a hospital, please let me know. I am always happy to visit you 
in your home. But are there shut-ins I do not know about? Who else in our community needs a visit or is facing a hard 
time? Please let me know. 
  
Are there other pastoral needs? Would you like to renew your marriage vows? Would you like to talk with me about bap-
tism or confirmation? There are many adults who “missed” this chance when they were young, but as I know from per-
sonal experience (I was baptized at the age of 60!), it is never too late for baptism. Please invite me to talk with you or 
someone you know. 
  
The best way is by phone: home (814-235-1198) or cell (814-571-0687).  
Another way is by email (jtharwood@comcast.net). While I live in State College, I am in Lewistown on Wednesdays and 
Sundays and frequently on Tuesdays as well. I am happy to come to your home. If you are ill or hospitalized or know 
someone who needs pastoral support, please call me. 
  
Do not worry that you are “bothering me” if you call me.  5 

In 1983 Fred was laid off from the Standard Steel, the first person at our door was Peter Greenfield asking 
how he could help,  attending the church at that time was Gene Larson and his wife.  Gene had started a small busi-
ness near the Country Club, Pete got them together, Gene offered him a job, which he retired from 20 years later, by 
then it was known as Philips in Reedsville. 

While Father Pete was here we had an intern named Father Jan and his wife and he would organize Valentine 
parties and a renewal of your vows.  About that time we became a Jubilee Center. 

Helen Lewis was in charge of the altar guild, she was the one who taught me. At Easter and Christmas Keith 
Showers would get all the altar guild together to clean the brasses but we were never to touch the Eagle.  There was 
a sunrise service Easter morning where none of the choir went home, just stayed for the next service and had break-
fast in the church. 

Hettie Brown who was as deaf as a door knob, bought  Rada kitchen cutlery. She paid for it, but all the profits 
she gave to the ECW. 

The mens group was very active, their bar-b-que chicken was very popular, every year at the United way kick 
off, St Mark’s did the dinner for them at Kish Park. And Boy Scout Camp every Wed during the summer. Tom Edwards 
was in charge until he got shingles then Mike Woodring took over. 

The ECW was also very active with fund raisers, roasting peanuts, bake sales and of course the 2 salad bars. 
Vi Swyers was in charge of those, until she passed in onto Dodie Houser.  I became treasurer about 1985 and still am. 

Father Greenfield left to go to Lancaster but came back for several year at meat canning time, he would bring 
a crew and they would sleep in the church in sleeping bags. 

Father Evans was here for a while then left to go to Huntingdon, and then we had Father Hughes, we had a 
lot of children and Deb Vaughn and I approached him about having a children’s Christmas Party, he told us if we 
wanted one to do it, so we had St Nicholas party for years until we ran out of children.  

Deb and I then thought it would be a good way to thank the ladies of the parish for always assisting the ECW 
in all their endeavors by having a Mothers Day dinner the day after Mothers Day. That only fizzles out a few years ago 
for lack of attendance.  We also had a blind auction which was a lot of fun. 

We also had pyjama parties in the church with pizza and a movie and lots of chaperones, and no one went 
out the door till parents picked up in the morning. 

On Christmas Eve if you didn’t make it to church early, like one hour, you would be bringing in a chair from 
the parish house, both services, and at the early one the children would do a nativity, and sing. 

I don’t remember the year but Dank’s was still in business, the church started a Water Street Wardrobe. 
Where the chapel and Mother Hubbards cupboard is now.  The Bon Ton and Danks would give us new  things that 
they could no longer sell, and we had a thriving business, all manned by volunteers. 

In recent years when they did the chip drop in Lewistown on New Years Eve, we would open the church for 
people to come in and get warm, and give them hot chocolate and cookies. 

I am grateful for these fabulous memories of church life in two countries. 
  

St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Prayer List:  Peg Alexander, Patty Attivo, Leslie Auxer, Jacqueline Benevento, Michelle Bitner, Ralph Bitner, Dennis 

Bossinger, Bob Briar, Lisa Briar, Linda Burger, Peggy Collins, Christie Colon, Deb Ergler, Marcia Folk, Emma Grace 

Germak, Kathryn Grossman, Thomas Hart, Dolores Houser, Sara Johns, James Krepps, Martie Marquez, Marsha Lynch-

Mock, Austin James Moore, Gabriel Newman, Leslie Pitzer, Amy Reeder, Vicky Shoemaker, Joseph Smith, Gwen 

Swisher, Laura Tate, William T. Wagner, Ann Wimsatt, Robert Wilson, Jr. and Stella Wright. 

  

Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman, Christopher Wilson and Max Wilson who are serving our Country. 

 

God of everlasting love, who provides all things, we pray for all people:  make your way known to them, your 
saving power among all nations.  We commend to your fatherly goodness all who are afflicted or distressed in 
body, mind or circumstances.; relieve them according to their needs, giving them patience in their sufferings, 
and deliverance from their afflictions.  This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

mailto:stinkinrose@pa.net
mailto:jtharwood@comcast.net
mailto:jtharwood@comcast.net
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WHY SHOULD I GO TO CHURCH? WHY DO I GO TO ST. MARK’S?    CYNTHIA MCKINLEY’S STORY 

I was born in Conisborough, Yorkshire and christened in Saint Peter’s Parish Church. 
Saint Peters is an old church built in 750 AD, I understand it is the oldest in South York-
shire. 

As a small child what I remember most was the entrance way, made of stone, it 
had a stone bench of either side that I loved to sit on while waiting for my gran to catch 
up before going through the main door.  It also is only a stones throw from the castle, 
where we would  go frequently for picnics on summer days.   

The castle was younger being built  after the battle of Hastings in 1066  There were services in the church in 
the morning but the evening services were cancelled due to the war and the blackout.  If there was no moon there 
was no way to see where you were going, as torches were forbidden.  In our house we had to have black curtains and 
if a chink of light shone through there would be a knock at the door from the air raid warden with him yelling “you 
are showing light”.   

Conisborough is between two major cities, Doncaster and the steel capital Sheffield.  My grandmother had a 
cousin who lived in Sheffield and we would visit sometimes, I would go to bed normally and wake up in an air raid 
shelter, Sheffield was a prime target.  

I don’t know when rationing started in England, it must have been at the beginning 
of the war, the war started in 1939,I was very young, it didn’t mean a thing to me until I got a 
little older and I could only get 1 pound of sweets a month, when a shipment of bananas or 
oranges arrived at the shops sometimes only children were allowed them, one per ration 
book, up till 5 yrs it was a green ration book, 5 to 18 yrs it was blue and an adult was buff col-
oured. Rationing ended in 1953, long after the war as there was no surplus goods in Britain. 

When I went to live with my dad in Stainforth, we  went to Saint Mary’s Parish 
church, I remember asking one time why it wasn’t as pretty inside and was told it was a low 
church. I have no idea what that means.  But during the harvest festival it did look pretty, it was September or Octo-
ber and the church was decorated with wheat sheaves and people brought in baskets of the produce they had 
grown, apples, pears, plums, potatoes, turnips, parsnips, carrots, beets etc. and even flowers.  The war was over by 
then so they could auction off all the produce that evening. 

I don’t know where the money went, as a child I didn’t care, I just enjoyed everthing.   
One thing confused me, when someone wanted to get married in the church they had to have the bans read 

for 3 consecutive Sundays before the wedding.  Must date back to medieval times. The church looked old but was 
fairly new it was built in 1839 – about the time as St. Mark’s first church in Lewistown. 

Saint Pauls’ is in Shipley  and I have visited that several times as an adult, once a month they have childrens 
Sunday, the whole sermon is for children and the children don’t sit in the pews they sit in front of the pews on the 
floor, that church is like all the other parish churches built of stone and usually very cold inside.  After the service eve-
ry one gathers together for tea, coffee cake and biscuits (cookies) milk for the children, and sherry, for the adults, 
which I enjoyed. The organ there is halfway up the wall, the organist has to climb stairs to get to it.  Also you walk on 
big flagstones, inside the church, and if you look down you see someones name and dates on them, you are walking 
on someones grave. 

My nephew David owns a pub in Halifax called the Ring-O-Bells, it is next door to the Minster, 
when Oliver  Cromwell was sacking churches the story is that the beautiful top of the baptismal 
font was hidden in the cellars of the pub, when I walked next door to the church they confirmed 
this, also that the Bishop had a tunnel dug between the pub and the church so he wouldn’t get 
wet when he wanted a pint of ale.   
No one can find the tunnel but downstairs in the cellars is a large tombstone against the wall 
with a woman’s name on it, she died in 1635  They believe that the pub entrance is behind it.  
The pub is also haunted by 2 ghosts,  Walter is one and the other is a lady, they don’t see her 

just smell lavender when she is there.  
Fred and I joined the church sometime mid to late 70’s Father Greenfield was the priest, we joined at the 

insistence of Fred’s uncle Jack who was married to Phyllis Hook, Jack was a member of the choir with Charlie Roselle,  
Kenny Shoemaker and others I don’t remember.  Kenny loved to make things for the church, and had all sorts of 
plans for retirement, when he did retire he was dead about 6 months later.                           
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PRESERVING THE HISTORY OF ST. MARK’S FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS 
 

St. Mark’s began its life in the 1820s. We have a 
hand-written letter of incorporation dated 1824 that 
we would like to display in our new gallery, which 
will be the hallway you enter from Water Street. We 
have pictures of the construction of the “new St. 
Mark’s church” in the late 1880s, and we have pic-
tures of church life from more than a century ago. 
Imagine my surprise when I found this photo of the 
flood of 1879 in the files.  
 
We need your help in two ways to make this project 
successful. First, we need your financial support so 
that we can frame our documents with acid-free mat-
ting. We need to create a “safe” environment for pa-
per documents like letters and newspapers, most of  
 
which are very yellowed and fragile. The documents 
are stored in the kind of album that many families 
have for photographs – we need to preserve them in 
the right environment, and this will require an invest-
ment of time and materials. We will need to purchase 
track lighting and materials for hanging the pictures 
properly. 

 
 
 
We also need YOUR contributions to our history. We 
need YOUR photographs of church life and church 
events. In the “olden days,” St. Mark’s had pageants 
and plays and concerts in the parish hall. Who cap-
tured these events? We will make copies of what you 
share so that you can retain the originals. 
 
Pleases make out your checks to St. Mark’s with the 
subject line “History of Church.” 

Not the Mormon Tabernacle Choir—but close!! 

CLARION UNIVERSITY 
CHOIR CONCERT AT ST. 
MARK’S 

We are delighted to host the 

32 members of this distin-

guished choir at our church 

on Thursday, April 12, at 7PM. 

For more than 50 years the 

Clarion University Chamber Singers have been the premier 

vocal ensemble at Clarion University.   

Under the direction of Dr. Stephen Johnson, the choir per-

forms not just motets and madrigals but works from a broad 

range of musical periods and genres, including 20th Century 

works, jazz, popular music, and spirituals. `In the summer of 

2016, the Chamber Singers achieved a significant milestone 

by taking third place at the International Choral Competition 

(Eisteddifod) in Llangollen, Wales and also performed commu-

nity concerts at several cathedrals in England, Wales, and Ire-

land.  This spring the Chamber Singers will be offering com-

munity concerts in Lewistown, York, and West Newton before 

performing at Trinity Cathedral in Pittsburgh on Sunday morn-

ing, April 15. 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

ROBIN WILSON—6TH 

HILLARY STEWART—7TH 

KELLY CRAWFORD—11TH 

CAREY ANNE HARPSTER—19TH 

DODIE HOUSER—25TH 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND:  

LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR 

SERVANT N. AS (S)HE BEGINS ANOTHER 

YEAR.  GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN 

WISDOM AND GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN 

OUR TRUST IN YOUR GOODNESS; 

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.  

AMEN. 

Fr. Harwood was able to locate Anne Wimsatt who 
had moved from the Lewistown area several 
months ago.   She is currently living in Phoenix, 
Arizona.  If you would like to send her a note or 
card, her address is as follows: 
 
  Pacifica Senior Living 
  16621 N 38th Street 
  Phoenix, AZ  85032 


