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Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church 

21 South Main Street Lewistown, Pennsylvania  17044 

Telephone:  717-248-8327 

www.stmark-lewistown.org 

*** 

The Right Rev. Dr. Audrey Scanlan, Bishop, Diocese of Central PA 

The Rev. John T. Harwood, Priest 

  
St. Mark’s Vestry 

Joyce Hart, Senior Warden  -  Fred McKinley, Junior Warden 

Deb Vaughn, Clerk 

  Blair Hannon, Jackie Leight, Lillian Myers, Jane Smith, and  

Elizabeth Harper  

Deb Vaughn—Coordinator of Pastoral Ministries 

Joseph Sikorsky—Treasurer 

 

St. Mark’S EpiScopal church 

21 S Main Street 

Lewistown, PA 17044 

The Mission of St. Mark’s 
We gather to celebrate as the family of God, that we may be 
fed spiritually through the Sacraments and teachings of the 
Holy Scriptures, in order that we serve others in the love of 
Christ. 
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St. Mark’s Messenger 

May 2018 

 

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION 

Jesus prepares the disciples for his 

departure (Ascension falls on May 10 and we will celebrate 

it on May 5). The next Sunday is Mother’s Day. At the end 

of the month, we will celebrate Memorial Day. While not on 

the church calendar, both are important secular holidays. 

Mother’s Day reminds us that a mother’s love is precious 

and is our first experience of human love. Through a moth-

er’s love, we are reminded of God’s love for us. So many 

passages in Scripture use female imagery to talk about di-

vine love. Isaiah says that God will comfort us as a mother 

comforts her child. Jesus says that he would like to be like a 

mother hen and protect her chicks. Let us thank God for 

mothers. 

 

 

Our Amish neighbors observe Ascension Day by closing their stores and using the time to gather with family 

and friends. It is a major “holiday” for them each year. 

Pentecost marks the dramatic appearance of the Holy Spirit (May 20). Jesus had promised that we would not 

be left alone; he would provide us with a counselor, guide, and advocate. The same Holy Spirit present at 

Christ’s baptism in the River Jordan and transfiguration in the presence of Peter, James, and John now fills the 

room where the disciples are gathered.  

At the end of the month we celebrate Trinity Sunday (May 27). In the olden days, we would use the Athana-

sian Creed in place of the Nicene Creed, and I encourage you to read it (pp. 854-54 in the Book of Common 

Prayer). 

How many prayers conclude with “in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” or variations? We are al-

ways reminded of the Trinity in such prayers. Each person of the Trinity is associated with a feast day in the 

calendar:  Christmas, Easter, Pentecost. These moments in time define the outline of our faith. 

On Trinity Sunday, the Church wants to be sure that we all are reminded of the faith that we affirm every Sun-

day in our Creeds. 

Memorial Day (originally known as Decoration Day) has been observed so that we recognize men and women 

who died while serving the country in military service. Boalsburg claims the honor as the first city to recog-

nize our Civil War dead. The Memorial Day weekend also kicks off the “summer season” – so watch for the 

increase at the pump when you buy gasoline. 

 

http://www.stmark-lewistown.org
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STEWARDSHIP OF THE EARTH 

 
Every Sunday we have an intercession for environmental stewardship. Listen carefully to the prayer and then 
seek to apply it in how you live now. 
 
Since the 1970s, people around the world have been striving to maintain and sustain the beauty of God’s earth.  
Being environmentally conscious is a staple that every person should incorporate into their daily diets.  It’s 
important to know and understand how the choices we make directly affect the air we breathe and the water we 
drink, among many other aspects.  The following are some environmental issues that we are currently facing 
and what you can do to help minimize your impact: 
 
Household Waste:  Tons of waste is generated from each household each year.  Most of this waste is taken to 
your local landfill to be buried underground.  These landfills bring upon many environmental concerns.  Land-
fills deplete the soil, affect the wildlife and contribute to air pollution (methane gas). 
What you can do:   
-Reduce, reuse and recycle!   
-Donate unwanted items to your local Good Will. 
-Start a compost pile with food scraps.  
-Buy items with less packaging. 
-Opt for tap water instead of bottled water. 
 

Pollution:  Human beings and their actions are major sources to all types of pollution.  Oil spills and illegal 
dumping in our streams, rivers and oceans are causes of water pollution.  Sources of air pollution would be the 
burning of fossil fuels and the gases emitted from our vehicles.  

What you can do: 

-Choose to walk or bike instead of drive if you are physically able to do so.  This is not only better for the en-
vironment, but for your health as well! 

-Properly dispose of your waste. 

“Let the Heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea re-
sound, and all that is in it.  Let the fields be jubilant, and every-

thing in them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.”   

Psalm 96: 11-12 

Global Water Crisis:  It is estimated that by the year 2025, 1.8 billion people will live 
in areas plagued by water scarcity.  Studies have shown that the average American fami-
ly uses more than 300 gallons of water per day at home. 

What you can do: 

-Turn off the tap while brushing your teeth. 
-Reduce your shower time. 
-Fix all leaky faucets and/or garden hoses. 

By incorporating these small steps into your daily routines, we can make a change.  It was the American cul-

tural anthropologist Margaret Mead who once said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed 

citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has”.   

  

Let’s work together to protect and conserve our earth not only for us, but for the future generations to come.  

Let’s make earth day every day.   
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
 
Prayer List:   Patty Attivo, Leslie Auxer, Jacqueline 
Benevento, Michelle Bitner, Ralph Bitner, Dennis 
Bossinger, Bob Briar, Lisa Briar, Linda Burger, Peg-
gy Collins, Christie Colon, Deb Ergler, Marcia Folk, 
Emma Grace Germak, Kathryn Grossman, Thomas 
Hart, Dolores Houser, Sara Johns, James Krepps, 
Martie Marquez, Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James 
Moore, Gabriel Newman, Leslie Pitzer, Amy Reeder, 
Vicky Shoemaker, Joseph Smith, Gwen Swisher, 
Laura Tate, William T. Wagner, Ann Wimsatt, Rob-
ert Wilson, Jr. and Stella Wright. 
  
 
Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman, Christopher Wilson 
and Max Wilson who are serving our Country. 
 
God of everlasting love, who provides all things, we 
pray for all people:  make your way known to them, 
your saving power among all nations.  We commend 
to your fatherly goodness all who are afflicted or 
distressed in body, mind or circumstances.; relieve 
them according to their needs, giving them patience 
in their sufferings, and deliverance from their afflic-
tions.  This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

that lasted sometimes past 5PM.   Each semester I would enroll in a class and get almost to the finish when my employ-
ment would interfere with  my being able to complete the semester.   I loved the semesters where we studied theology 
and church history. An intensive study of the Book of Common Prayer was very informative and interesting. We also 
had to study how to conduct all the services in the prayer book.  All students were required to do parts of the service 
except the consecration during Holy Eucharist. One student for  each class was to preach the sermon on the lessons 
assigned for the day.  Although I am no longer taking classes at this time I still study my texts and refer to them when I 
officiate at morning prayer.  Our studies required us to purchase so many books which I still have.   Fr. Hughes helped 
me with the purchase of the books since there were so many and expensive.  Being an author himself, he gave me an 
autographed copy of the book in which he wrote on Paul.  

I have so memories of my life at St. Mark's I could almost write a small book.  But these are some of them I 
would like to share with you.   I must say that my faith in God and service to St. Mark's was and is the center of my life.   
I hope this is answering God's call to me in that tolling church bell to come to Him. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful  
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

 

Recently, two members of our Parish Family have 
passed away and entered into the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Margaret “Peg” Alexander, 97, passed away April 19.  
Both her husbands preceded her death. Franklin J. 
Dukes who was killed, 1945 in WWII and Marvin E. 
(Jack) Alexander whom she married in 1950. They had 
63 years and 6 months together before his death in 
2014. 
She is survived by her only child Margaret Morret, and 
husband, John; two grandchildren, Adam Earnest, and 
wife, Dawn; Sharon Russell, and husband Steven; three 
great-grandchildren; and three great-great grandchil-
dren. 
 
Carey Anne Harpster, 82, passed away May 3 at the 
Geisinger-Danville Medical Center.   
She was  preceded in death by her  husband Wilson 
“Buzz” Harpster, and sisters, Jacquelyn Mason and Jane 
East. 
Carey Anne is survived by her children, Terry Decima 
of Freedom, Debra Akers of Ohio, Thomas Decima of 
Florida, Patricia Lewis of Lewistown, Timothy Decima 
of Guam, and Penny Willard, of Lewistown; siblings, 
John Brennan and Daniel Brennan; nine grandchildren, 
five great-grandchildren; and her beloved and faithful 
dog, Lexy. 
 
These women will both be remembered as faithful 
members of St. Mark’s and friends to many of us. 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND:  LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR SERVANT N. AS (S)HE BE-

GINS ANOTHER YEAR.  GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST 
IN YOUR GOODNESS; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.  AMEN. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS  
RICHARD ROYER—7TH 

JUDY KLINE—13TH 

CHARLES CLARE—16TH 

ANNE WIMSATT—18TH 

MARK KALER, SR—21ST 

RICHARD WALTERS—23RD 

RICHARD FLOOD—24TH 
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WHY SHOULD I GO TO CHURCH? WHY DO I GO TO ST. MARK’S?    BLAIR HANNON’S STORY 

My earliest memories of St. Mark's are going to the nursery.  We sat in these little colored chairs in what is 
now the rector's office. Guess I made too much of a fuss with strange kids and I stayed at home with my mother while 
my dad went to church.  

I remember at home Sunday mornings with my mother and I would sit on the back porch of our house on 
Fourth Avenue in Burnham. There was a little church up the avenue from our house, and on Sunday mornings they 
would toll the bell inviting people to church. As this bell tolled, I could hear God telling me to come, come, come Blair.  

As I got older I remember telling my Dad I wanted to go to church with him was so impressed with the prayer 
book and services that I spent many evenings  studying it and asking my mother all kinds of questions about it.  I re-
member our rector at this time:   his name was Father Kahl.  

One Sunday after the service, Fr. Kahl asked my brother Wayne and me if we would like to be acolytes. Our 
instructors were David Anderson and Carl Stewart. There was one draw back however. Not  being twelve years old or 
confirmed,  I could only serve at Morning Prayer. Back then there were three services; the first was Holy Eucharist at 8 
AM, the second was at 9:15 and this was called the family service. The third service was at 11 AM. Back in those days 
Holy Eucharist was only held on the first Sunday of each month and Morning Prayer was the other Sundays. 

After Fr. Kahl left St. Mark's to begin a new church in Summers Point N.J., Fr Joseph Gatto became our rector. 
He was there through my teen years. Once a month all acolytes would meet to set up scheduling for the next month 
and polish all the brass.  

After Fr. Gatto left St. Mark's for a new calling, Fr. William Weitzel came to St. Mark's.  I didn't get to know him 
well because this was the time I went into the Navy. By the time my duty was done, it was Fr. Weitzel's last few 
months at St. Mark's. The thing I remember most was the flood from hurricane Agnes.  He was stranded in Lock Haven 
with some of our youth. When the waters finally receded, I remember going into the church and when I opened the 
door to the basement, the water was up to the top step. The parish hall floor was wet but no waters got into the 
church. 

Fr. Weitzel then left St. Mark's for a calling at Shippensburg and our new rector was Fr. Peter Greenfield. He 
had four kids and they would bring their friends to church and youth activities.  I was asked to teach the teens church 
school and help with the newly formed youth group. The youth group was very active and large.  We took trips and 
water rafting in the Pa. Grand Canyon.  As a service to the church, the youth started the then traditional Shrove Tues-
day pancake suppers.  One trip I remember was a trip to the shore.   Fr. Pete had some of the youth at a youth confer-
ence and would bring the rest of the youth after school.   l remember we both had vans and I left Friday evening after 
school with the rest of the kids, eighteen of the kids in my van. When we got to Dover, Delaware, a thunderstorm put 
all the lights out in the Dover area. Traffic was bumper to bumper for hours. It was hot, humid, and the kids couldn't 
get to the shore fast enough. Finally we arrived after nine PM. 

After Fr. Greenfield, Fr. Donald Evans became our rector. At this time I became interested in the School of 
Christian Studies through the diocese.  It was a very intensive program and took many hours each week to prepare for 
the classes which were two Saturdays each month.  On the 'off' weekends I can remember having to spend the whole 
weekend studying and preparing for the next class.  Classes were all day Saturdays.   Each student had to prepare a 
sermon for each class. We all, including our instructor, reviewed each sermon.  We had to state the good points as well 
as the bad points.  Talk about a humbling experience.  Fr. Evans would review my sermons and one summer he was 
going on vacation and had me lead morning prayer for the time he was away along with my written sermons.  This was 
the beginning of obtaining my license from the diocese to conduct morning prayer.  

After Father Evans, Fr. Hughes became our rector and he encouraged me to look into the process of ordained 
deacon.  I soon learned of the "hoops' we had to jump through to  be an ordained deacon. Seemed like every new se-
mester a new 'hoop' was added. But the real problem for me was my employment.   I had to start working the night 
shift and this was hard, if not impossible.  I had  to work all night Friday then, without any  sleep, head off to class 
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BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER 

 

In April the people of St. Mark’s served more than 66 people a deli-

cious spaghetti meal.  Thanks to Joyce Hart for playing some of our 

favorite music. 

Men’s Group is Back 
 
Not so long ago St. 
Mark’s had a men’s 
group: the St. Andrew’s 
Guild. Regardless of the 
name it is time for us to 
gather in fellowship and 
common purpose. We 
propose to have a monthly breakfast together 
on a Saturday morning, and we need to know 
who wants to attend. Please send Tony Hat-
field-Nicholson email (stinkinrose@pa.net) or 
give him a call (717 436 9184 or 717 543 
7411).  Or you can contact Father John by 
email or phone: (jtharwood@comcast.net / 814
-571-0687).   We will have our first breakfast 
soon. 

BIBLE STUDY ON WEDNESDAY MORNING  AND ADULT 
FORUM ON SUNDAY  

Bible Study continues on 
Wednesday mornings at 9AM in 
my office. You cannot tell the 
story if you don’t know it. Bring 
a friend or a neighbor or an ac-
quaintance, young or old, who 
would like to understand the  
Bible.  
In our Adult Forum, we are exploring the riches of the Book of 
Common Prayer. Ever wonder what's in the Book of Common Pray-
er? How is it organized? How has it changed since its first version in 
1549? What changes should be made to it, and who makes the deci-
sions? Coffee and donuts are a bonus! 

HOME VISITATIONS AND PASTORAL NEEDS 

  
If you find yourself in need of a pastoral visit at home or in a 
hospital, please let me know. I am always happy to visit you 
in your home. But are there shut-ins I do not know about? 
Who else in our community needs a visit or is facing a hard 
time? Please let me know. 
  
Are there other pastoral needs? Would you like to renew 
your marriage vows? Would you like to talk with me about 
baptism or confirmation? There are many adults who 
“missed” this chance when they were young, but as I know 

from personal experience (I was baptized at the age of 60!), 
it is never too late for baptism. Please invite me to talk with 
you or someone you know. 
  
The best way is by phone: home (814-235-1198) or cell 
(814-571-0687).  
Another way is by email (jtharwood@comcast.net). While I 
live in State College, I am in Lewistown on Wednesdays 
and Sundays and frequently on Tuesdays as well. I am hap-
py to come to your home. If you are ill or hospitalized or 
know someone who needs pastoral support, please call me. 
  
Do not worry that you are “bothering me” if you call me. 

THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 

We celebrate Pentecost on May 20. Please bring bells to the 
service – and wear red! Artists have struggled to capture the 
drama of the words in Acts. Was there a dove? Something like 
a dove descended. Something like “tongues of fire” were on 
people’s heads. And the wind – oh, the rushing of wind. How 
do you capture the image of that?  Which of these three imag-
es reflects what you see? 

BUDGET AND PROPERTY UPDATE 

Recently, the project of the stained glass win-

dow restoration resumed as evidenced in the 

pictures above.  This project is able to resume 

thanks to a generous gift from Elta Lauver. 

mailto:stinkinrose@pa.net
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