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The Right Rev. Dr. Audrey Scanlan, Bishop, Diocese of Central PA 

The Rev. John T. Harwood, Priest 
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Deb Vaughn—Coordinator of Pastoral Ministries 

Joseph Sikorsky—Treasurer 

 

St. Mark’S EpiScopal church 

21 S Main Street 

Lewistown, PA 17044 

The Mission of St. Mark’s 
We gather to celebrate as the family of God, that we may be 
fed spiritually through the Sacraments and teachings of the 
Holy Scriptures, in order that we serve others in the love of 
Christ. 
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St. Mark’s Messenger 

September 2019 

 

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION 

 

Forgive me if my reflections seem like the kind of assignment Robin Wilson might give her students 

on the first day of class. “What are the highlights of your summer vacation?” 

There were many highlights this summer. On both Water Street and South Main Street, we received 

new curbs and gutters, handsome brickwork, and a better driveway for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard. Only the 

final paving awaits full completion, but our intersection will be even more beautified by the removal of the 

building across from the parish house and the erection of a new bridge.  

I hope that the Borough will create a peaceful parklet so that the residents in the senior housing on both 

streets will have a pleasant place to sit when the weather is good.  

There even more improvements inside our buildings. We now have not just air conditioning but a heat 

pump that will keep the parish house and sanctuary at the right temperature (75 degrees is our compromise set-

ting) in a highly energy-efficient manner. We have also replaced our dangerously obsolete electrical panels 

and circuit breakers with modern, safer systems. We even have light switches with dimmers.  

We have also replaced the fans in the sanctuary with new models that are reversible, which means that 

we can have the warm or cool air going where it needs to be. 

But the most exciting job has been the progress on our new baptismal win-

dow at the rear of the church. The vestry worked with Epiphany Studios on the de-

sign of this window and helped to select the details that are most meaningful to us. 

We have received regular updates, which I am delighted to share. The images capture 

the faces of Jesus and John the Baptist.  

Our new windows will be installed the week of October 7-10, and 

we will schedule an open house for the community so that our 

neighbors can see what we have done. Again, may we all express 

our gratitude to Elta Lauter for her generosity of spirit in remem-

bering this parish in her will. Without her extraordinary gifts, we 

could have done this project.  

The best way to express your love for the Church is simple: remember St. Mark’s in YOUR WILL! 

You should be assured that Kathryn and I have already done so. 

Our Safety Community (Hal Jenkinson, chair; Jeff Wilson, Fred McKinley, and Jon Myers) have rec-

ommended that we have cameras installed unobtrusively so that ushers can monitor our buildings while we are 

holding services. We will have a coffee hour soon to demonstrate what the cameras see and explain how they 

are helpful. 

The community garden behind the church is producing wonderful produce that we share with folks at 

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard. Let us thank Sharon for her green thumb and warm heart! The people who re-

ceive food at MHC are delighted to have fresh vegetables grown behind the church. 

         (Continued on pg. 2)  

http://www.stmark-lewistown.org
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Spiritual Development: Bible Study on Wednesday and Adult Forum on Sunday  

Our Adult Forum meets on Sundays from 9:00-9:45AM. Our discussions are lively! Please 
join us – and bring a friend. Jesus did not use a “hard sell” as he gathered his disciples. He 
said: “Come and see.” Our focus is our own spiritual journeys with occasional diversions 
(e.g., what is the story of Sodom and Gomorrah really about?) into topical questions  

Men’s Breakfast 

All men of St. Mark’s are invited to the Men’s 
Breakfast which meets the first Saturday of every 
month at the Burnham OIP at 8:00 a.m.     Each one 
orders what they want to eat from the restaurant’s 
varied menu.   The food is excellent and the cost is 
fairly inexpensive.   It is a wonderful time of fellow-
ship and food. 

The next breakfast will be on 
July 6 and then again on Sep-
tember 7.  Please join us!!! 

(Continued from pg. 1) 

The celebration of Goose Day (Sunday, September 29, the feast 

day for St. Michael and All the Angels) will be marked by new 

statues throughout Lewistown – I hope that we have one near the 

church. I will be eating at Michele’s, and she asks that you make 

a reservation to guarantee the best meal in the area (I speak from 

experience). 

By any measure, the summer of 2019 has brought an enormous 

number of positive changes to St. Mark’s! 

              Father John+ 

PRAYER FOR THE START OF SCHOOL: WE ARE OFF AND RUNNING! 
 
Pray for our teachers (especially Robin Wilson and their students (our children 
and grandchildren) in schools and colleges throughout our country. 
 
“Dear God, today is N’s first day of classes. We pray that N’s teachers will be generous, wise, 
and gracious. We pray for N’s classmates, so that true friendships may be found for all. Espe-
cially we pray for N. Keep her safe and well. Open her heart and mind to a world of learning, 
and may this be the first of thousands of days in which she knows the depth of your love and the 
constancy of your care. We pray in Jesus’s name.” Amen. 

Episcopal Church Women 

St. Mark’s ECW will swing into 

action again on September 24 at 

3:00 p.m. by holding their first 

meeting for the 2019-2020 year.   

All female members of the Episco-

pal are considered members of ECW.  Once 

again, there are many activites planned, includ-

ing the annual Apple Dumpling sale which will 

be held October 10  and 11. 

Please join these women as they continue to 

support St. Mark’s with their events! 
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SAVING “OUR LION” AND OTHER PARTS OF OUR HERITAGE 

With our new baptismal window slated for installation in early October, you are probably asking: what 

happens with our icon of St. Mark (the winged lion) that was formerly at the center of our great rear win-

dow? That’s a good question. Like the other windows, time had taken a serious toll (we’re talking about 140 

years).  

To preserve it would involve restoration. And after that was done, what could and should we do with 

it? Working with Epiphany Studios, I propose that we restore it and mount it in an illuminated shadow box. 

This is fancy language for basically what we have in the parish hall already: we have a light behind a stained 

glass window so that we can see the colors and design. It is my hope that as part of our bicentenary project, 

we will find a person or persons who would like to make this a memorial project. The cost would be about 

$5,000.  

 I know that we could find a suitable place to display it for posterity in our parish house or outside our 

chapel. It deserves to be preserved and honored as a symbol of the strength and resilience of this parish 

(roaring like a lion – that’s what John the Baptist was like as he prepared the way for the coming of our 

Lord). 

 We also have other treasures that Jim Cherry and I found in our basement 

this summer. When our original windows (1880s) were replaced by more elegant 

ones from Tiffany or Willet Studios (in the 1910s and ‘20s), what happened to 

them?  

We know what they looked like because we have one remaining window that 

Epiphany has restored; it was never replaced. The pattern for these windows was to 

have a decoration in the lower panel and in the upper panel a Christian symbol. I 

can imagine the Sunday School teachers and the priests in the 1880s through the 

1980s, pointing to the symbols and teaching their meanings.  

 Many of these windows are just plain lost. Maybe they were lost in the flood of Hurricane Agnes 

(1972). Maybe they suffered breakage and were discarded. Well, ten of the upper panels survive, and we 

have moved them up to the Library. Fragile and not very attractive in their current state, they come to life 

when you hold them up to the light. Then you see the original IDEA and the BEAUTY of the windows 140 

years ago. Quite frankly, they are precious. 

 Each of these could also be preserved, restored, and display as part of the unique Christian heritage 

of our church. The cost for individual windows will not be very great, and again they would be wonderful 

memorials to people who have mattered in your life or as expressions of thanksgiving. We will also find a 

way to display them – and to teach what the symbols mean. 

 Take a look in the Library and you’ll see what I’ve described. For me, it was a glimpse of St. Mark’s 

in the 1880s. They deserve a better fate than our basement or the dumpster. 

 Please let Father John know if you are interested. Let us imagine the St. Mark’s lion roaring again in 

Lewistown. 
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HOMILY FOR THE CONSECRATION OF OUR COLUMBARIUM AND MEMORIAL GARDEN 

 
 I am delighted that we are gathered here in our Memorial Garden this morning to consecrate new spaces as the final resting 
place for beloved members of our community.  

Just twenty years after our first church was consecrated in 1824 by our Presiding Bishop, William White, we established our first ceme-
tery about one mile from the church. In the past 175 years, we have buried slightly more than 6,000 people – elders and young folks, 
men and women, and many children and infants.  

We have veterans of every war, including the American Revolution and the Civil War. 

 So in one sense, there’s nothing new about our two new columbariua and the St. Francis memorial garden. The rhythms of life 
in Lewistown and the liturgies of the Episcopal Church are ancient and unchanging and mark the beginning and ending of life. 

They teach us that while our days are numbered, we live in hope, in the sure and certain promise of new life in Christ, of the unbroken 
continuity between the living and the dead.  

 When Bishop Audrey consecrates our columbarium, what does this mean? From the earliest days of the Church, consecration 
means to take something ordinary and set it apart for God.  

Objects and spaces become sacred, holy, blessed.  

Something ordinary becomes new because it has only one shining purpose: it is dedicated to God and helps us draw closer, too. 

 For grieving families who come here to inter the remains of a beloved family member, this place will always be remembered as 
a place of peace and consolation, of letting go and finding strength. 

 What Jesus promises us is not temporary relief but everlasting – the new bond established between us and God.  

This covenant surpasses the reach of death and grants us entrance into that place, where scripture tells us, there is no pain, or sorrow, 
or crying, but life everlasting.  

There is no cancer, no hospice, no medicine.  

No crutches or stitches, no walkers or co-pays. 

 None of that. Not any longer. 

Instead, our faith illuminates for us the images that pulse through our readings, our hymns, and our prayers. Ordinary words shine with 
new meanings and associations. 

If you look across Water street, for example, where the new bridge is being constructed, you will find Kish creek. In Revelation there’s 
also a river. “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb  through the middle of the street of the city.” When we walk by faith, our little creek is a tributary of that river. In this new sacred 
place, we grow closer to the throne of God. 

When we get there at last, we will find a place where “God dwells and where God will wipe every tear from our eyes.  

Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 

But the first things, well, they do have to pass away. We gather here to consecrate a new place to remember that passage. 

 Scripture invites us to see through images of food and fellowship, banquets and joy. Even as we walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, says our Psalm, we find the table prepared for us.  

We don’t even have to order. We are at the head table, and our heads will be anointed with oil. Our cups will run over. 

 Our gracious Lord is not just the Good Shepherd but is also the bread of life. When we feel nothing but darkness and sadness, 
Jesus whispers that he has prepared our room in his father’s house for us. 

 And there’s more.  

No, we don’t have to find our way to this house all by ourselves. No, we don’t need maps or GPS’s. Jesus himself will take us by the 
hand and lead us there.  

How’s that, you ask?  

He is the way, the truth, and the life – words so important to St. Mark’s that they are carved in big letters on our altar.  

I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

When you receive communion here, our sacrament helps us glimpse the new, abundant life shared by Christians throughout time and 
around the globe. The whole world is gathered in his hands at the altar he has prepared.  

We feast on his words, his bread, his wine. He is in us and we are in him. 

 When we speak of the “cloud of witnesses,” that includes each of us. When the saints are gathered, we’ll be there. 

Rest assured, Jesus says. There is a place for you – God wants you close to him, with him, forever.   

Really believing that means the only true liberation I know.  

Only in this trust will we find the peace that surpasses all understanding. 

For nearly two centuries people in Lewistown have faced extraordinary challenges: the ups and downs of the economy, the ravages of 
floods and hurricanes, fierce battles fought just down the road in Gettysburg.  

Then and now, for our ancestors and for us, there is a final coming home, a completion of our earthly journey and a return to the hands 
of God.  

I don’t know for sure what Paradise will be like – frankly, I’m not too excited by the image of streets paved with gold because for peo-
ple in this town, it’s hard to escape potholes and uneven paving.  

But I would not be surprised if Paradise is as beautiful as our new memorial garden and columbaria next to St. Mark’s. 

For this holy space and for all our blessings, let us give thanks to God. Amen. 
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Home Visitations and Pastoral Needs –An Invitation to Serve 

If you find yourself in need of a pastoral visit at home or in a hospital, please let me know. I am always happy to visit 
you in your home. But are there shut-ins I do not know about? Who else in our community needs a visit or is facing a 
hard time? Please let me know. 

The best way to reach me is by phone: home (814-235-1198) or cell (814-571-0687). Another way is email 
(jtharwood@comcast.net). While I live in State College, I am in Lewistown on Wednesdays and Sundays and fre-
quently on Tuesdays as well. 

If you are ill or hospitalized or know someone who needs pastoral support, please call me. Do not worry that you are 
“bothering me.”  

Our pastoral care team (Deb Vaughn, chair; Phyllis Sikorsky, Blair Hannon, and Father 
Harwood) are looking for other people to join our team. Besides bring the Eucharist to 
shut-ins, we also are active listeners and spiritual companions. The most important qual-

ity is the ability to listen. 

Please let Father John if you feel called to serve others in this way. 

ST. MARK’S SPONSORS A CUB SCOUT PACK 

In August the vestry approved the request to host a cub scout pack at the church. We are 
delighted to encourage and support this activity for boys and girls in Lewistown. We hope 
to have a picture after the pack gets organized and begins its meetings. They will join us for 
a worship service next February. Let us do everything that we can to support children and 
youth in this community. 

UPDATE ON FINANCES AND PROPERTY  
CONCERNS 

Our Finance Committee (Joyce 
Hart, John Harwood, Joe Sikor-
sky, Jane Smith, and Jeff Wilson) 
were pleased to report that our 
endowments are being very well 
managed by the Episcopal 
Church Foundation. With the 
expected income from the sale 
of niches in the columbarium as 
well as an increase in prices for 
cemetery lots, we should have 
monies for our endowment fund 
as well as for a “rainy day” fund. 
We agreed that St. Mark’s needs 

to initiate a “planned giving campaign” that will help pa-
rishioners think about their love for this church and its 
future needs.  

 

 

Remember that no living 
member paid a dollar for the con-
struction of our first church (1824) or 
our current one (1880s). Nor did we pay for the parish 
house (once a chapel) our rectory or for any of the beau-
tiful windows or organ. All of these are gifts from our an-
cestors, and we have an obligation to preserve and sus-
tain them for future generations.  

An immediate property concern are two small 
roofing projects that we will complete before winter. Our 
sexton, Jim Cherry, is delighted with the new mower, and 
we should be delighted with Jim’s work as he shepherd-
ed the HVAC and electrical projects to completion, in-
cluding the fans and new LED lighting himself. We are so 
lucky to have Jim in our parish. 

mailto:jtharwood@comcast.net
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ST. MARK’S PRAYER LIST 
 

 Prayer List:    Patty Attivo, Cam Auxer, Jacqueline Benevento, Michelle Bitner, Ralph Bitner, Dennis 

Bossinger, Bob Briar, Lisa Briar, Linda Burger, Tyler Burris, Dottie Casner, Peggy Collins, Christie Colon, 

Lew Copenhaver, Heather Creighton, Bishop Michael Curry, Amanda Ergler, Deanna Fawver, Shirley Fer-

guson, Richard Flood, Marcia Folk, Dick Gibboney,  Ron Goss, Kathryn Grossman,  Thomas Hart, Kassidy 

Hendricks, Josh Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler,  Bruce Kinsey, James Krepps, Martie Marquez, Hugh 

McKee, David Moore, Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James Moore, Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, Leslie 

Pitzer, Carol Potts, Jack Potts,  Amy Reeder, Makenzie Shearer, Vicky Shoemaker, Shirley Sattler, Joseph 

Smith, Gwen Swisher, Laura Tate, Ann Wimsatt, William Wilson,  and Stella Wright. 

  

Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman, Christopher Wilson and Max Wilson who are serving our Country. 

 

Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman, Christopher Wilson and Max Wilson who are serving our Country. 

 

God of everlasting love, who provides all things, we pray for all people:  make your way known to them, your 
saving power among all nations.  We commend to your fatherly goodness all who are afflicted or distressed 
in body, mind or circumstances.; relieve them according to their needs, giving them patience in their suffer-
ings, and deliverance from their afflictions.  This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

4—Michele Harden Lasher 

6—Michelle Bitner 

14—Carol Henry 

15—Diann Pinkerton 

17—Evelyn Wilson 

18—Theodore Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR 

HAND:  LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE 

PRAY, ON YOUR SERVANT N. AS 

(S)HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR.  

GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW 

IN WISDOM AND GRACE, AND 

STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN 

YOUR GOODNESS; THROUGH JE-

SUS CHRIST OUR LORD.  AMEN. 

AN EVENING OF PROFESSIONAL MUSIC 
 AT ST. MARK’S  

 
On Tuesday, October 2, St. Mark’s will host a one-
hour concert by four professional Russian singers. 
Their group is called LYRA, and it has toured the 

United States and many European country for many 
years. They sing without accompaniment, and given 

our wonderful acoustics, this concert will be  
unforgettable. 

 
The concert will be held from 7:00-8:00PM. We will 
take up a freewill offering to offset the cost of bring-

ing the group to Lewistown.  
 

PLEASE INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS. 
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UPDATE ON ST. MARK’S COMMUNITY COLUMBARIUM 

 

On Friday, August 23, Bishop Audrey Scanlon consecrated St. Mark’s Community Colum-

baria and our St. Francis Memorial Garden. With two other clergy (Father Gene Tucker 

from Huntingdon and Father Carlos de la Torre from Bellefonte), we had a very grand 

liturgy. Father John preached the homily, which is included in this issue of the Messen-

ger (pg. 6). The Sentinel wanted information about our Columbarium (including such 

questions as “what is it?”), so you will enjoy reading Erin Thompson’s article in the 

weekend issue. I thank Dan Dillon and Fred McKinley for the pictures; the Sentinel’s photographer missed the service 

because of traffic delays on 322! 

A few pertinent facts. We have 140 niches, and our initial plan was to reserve 40 for members of the parish. 

We will soon advertise the availability of niches; rest assured that the cost for members is $1,000; for non-members it 

is $1,500. So far nine niches have been sold to parishioners. 

While cost should not be the deciding factor, you should consider that at a local cemetery the cost is more 

than $3,000, not including the cost of the urn and the burial of the urn. The total cost could then be $4,000 or more. 

Our cost at St. Mark’s is far, far less, and we include the cost of the engraving of the person’s name and dates. 

In most cemeteries a grave marker alone costs at least $1,000. 

I don’t know how to put a dollar value on the closeness to your church or the beauty and tranquility of this 

consecrated space. 

Please see Father John or Joyce Hart if you are interested in purchasing a niche. You will need to select your 

location, and it will also be a good time to be sure that you’ve updated your will and even to think about your funeral 

plans.  

THE MINISTRY OF MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUP-

BOARD & BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER: FEED MY 
SHEEP 

September is Hunger 

Action Month! As a 

congregation, we are 

joining the fight against 

hunger. With more than 

40 percent of house-

holds living below the 

poverty level in the United States, many children are 

affected by hunger. In our own communities in Penn-

sylvania, one in six children is struggling with hunger. 

In our local school, most of the children are eligible 

for free lunches. Recently, one child in our area, while 

receiving food from a summer recreation program, told 

a staff member, “I am so glad you are here. I haven’t 

eaten since yesterday.” Remember that for many chil-

dren, the breakfast and lunch at school are their best 

meals of the day. 

In June, July, and August, we served 830 

people: 454 families, including 43 first-time fami-

lies as well as 135 first-time individuals. We have 

also received a surge of request for help with elec-

tricity bills. 

Jesus was very specific: If you love me, feed 

my sheep. 

Our BBT meals will resume on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month, starting in September.. 

Come help us and find a blessing in your work. As 

always, financial and in-kind donations are welcome. 

To make a donation, please contact us at 717 248-

9383 or the parish office at 717 248-8237. 


