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Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church 

21 South Main Street Lewistown, Pennsylvania  17044 

Telephone:  717-248-8327 

www.stmark-lewistown.org 

*** 

The Right Rev. Dr. Audrey Scanlan, Bishop, Diocese of Central PA 

The Rev. John T. Harwood, Priest 

  
St. Mark’s Vestry 

Joyce Hart, Senior Warden  -  Fred McKinley, Junior Warden 

Deb Vaughn, Clerk 

  Blair Hannon, Jackie Leight, Lillian Myers, Jane Smith, and  

Elizabeth Harper  

Deb Vaughn—Coordinator of Pastoral Ministries 

Joseph Sikorsky—Treasurer 

 

St. Mark’S EpiScopal church 

21 S Main Street 

Lewistown, PA 17044 

The Mission of St. Mark’s 
We gather to celebrate as the family of God, that we may be 
fed spiritually through the Sacraments and teachings of the 
Holy Scriptures, in order that we serve others in the love of 
Christ. 

 1 

St. Mark’s Messenger 

January 2019 

 

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION  (PRIEST’S REPORT AT ANNUAL MEETING) 

2018 was a busy, effective, and gratifying year of ministry and outreach for St. Mark’s. We have 
renovated our kitchen, installed a new roof on the rectory, created a beautiful historical gallery, 
and even replaced an ancient shed behind the church. 

Most stunning  is the return of our stained glass windows from Epiphany Studios. Many 
people commented last Sunday, “I never saw such vibrant colors,” or “I didn’t realize what colors 
were actually in the window because they now let in so much more light.” We are grateful for the 
vision and generosity of Elta Lauver. 

I am especially grateful for all who support St. Mark’s:: our altar guild, treasurer, readers, 
ECW, vestry, and the many “helping hands” who make St. Mark’s so special to this community. Joyce Hart is a wonder-
ful administrator of a busy office AS WELL as our organist. St. Mark’s has angels who tell me about people who need 
pastoral care, and they are the first to help with Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard and to support the work of the Lewistown 
Ministerium. 

Thanks to the work of our Property Committee (Fred McKinley, chair), our buildings are in excellent condition. 
Our sexton and housekeeper do a wonderful job of keeping us in good repair, and on Wednesdays we have 3 or 4 de-
velopmentally challenged adults who help Jim and Ed. 

A new Safety Committee headed by Hal Jenkinson will recommend how we can make our buildings safer and 
more secure, especially in times of emergency or crisis. 

 But God didn’t call us to build beautiful buildings – Our Lord wants disciples. For me, that is our greatest chal-
lenge and opportunity. 

Goals for 2019:  The survival of St. Mark’s depends on our success at increasing our members. We cannot re-
store the church without more members who are committed to the work of the church. About 20 households support 
St. Mark’s financially. A small handful of people enable such ministries as Break Bread Together flourish.  

Who will serve the church when we are no longer able? Who will continue our ministries when we are gone? 

Let us find and grow evangelists– people who carry the good news to others. In our restored stained glass win-
dow below, we see an image of somone who has fought the good fight – done all that he or she could do to make disci-
ples. One member calls this our  Joan of Arc window. 

Most of us do not think of ourselves as evangelists, but this is what we must become. I know that there are 
people in this community who would benefit from the joys of a “small church.” How can we attract them to visit us? 

Who are our lapsed members – folks who used to be active but have virtually disappeared? I meet people at 
community events in Lewistown (e.g., funerals) who say that they are members though they haven’t been to church 
since I arrived in 2017? 

Lewistown is our mission field because  most of the residents are unchurched.  

Most of our congregation are retirees. We have a “missing generation” in our congregation – and we need that 
generation as much as it needs us.  

What kind of fun, food, or fellowship activities would attract people you know? The Ice Festival drew a very 
good crowd. What else could we do in 2019 that would not exhaust a tiny handful of our most faithful members? 

You have friends and neighbors who no longer attend any  church. Will you take the risk of inviting one of 
them? Or invite them to “Breaking Bread Together”? or to help at Mother Hubbard? I do this every month to every per-
son I meet. Who will join me?                                                           (continued on page 2) 

http://www.stmark-lewistown.org
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St. Mark’s Men 
The men from St. Mark’s continue to meet the 
first Saturday of every month at the Burnham 
OIP at 8:00 a.m.   
They meet again on February 2 , 2019. 

All men of St. Mark’s are in-
vited to join them and encour-
aged to do so.  It is a great time 
of fellowship and the food is 
good too! 

What about the young people we see on the streets of this town – where is their church home?  

We have home-bound parishioners who need to be visited regularly and to receive communion. How can we 
include them in our ministries? Every shut-in receives communion each month, and we also try to provide at least one 
pastoral visit per month. But I am worried that we have lapsed members of St. Mark’s who we do not know about. Who 
can get the names to Deb Vaughn or me? 

Will you invite someone to church this month? “Friendship evangelism” is the best idea for church growth in 
this community.  

Let 2019 be a year of discernment for us.  

On our 200th birthday in 2024, we want to show signs of a restored church, vital in its passion for the coming of 
God’s kingdom and growing disciples in our community. 

We need to listen carefully for what God is calling us to be and to do. 

May the peace of the Lord be always with you – and may your holidays be filled with joy and hope! 

John ✠ 

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION               (Contiinued FROm Page 1) 

CHRISTMAS GRATITUDE 

 

I am grateful for your many cards and gifts at Christ-

mas. My heart was warmed by your generosity. Be-

cause I have put on a few extra pounds over the holi-

days, I will work to shed them in the new year. This 

was a very special holiday season for me and my family. 

 

I especially want to 

thank all of you who 

helped to decorate the 

church so beautifully 

and participated in our 

two worship services on 

December 24. With 

more than 75 people in 

attendance, we were joyously crowded! 

New Vestry Members 
At our annual meeting we elected Dan  
Dillon, Hal Jenkinson, and Robin Wilson to three-
year terms. Deb Vaughn has been appointed to 
serve as Clerk to the Vestry, Joyce Hart has been 
appointed to a one-year term as Senior Warden, 
and Fred McKinley will continue for another year 
as Junior Warden.    We are grateful to these peo-
ple for being willing to serve St. Mark’s in this ca-
pacity.   
These persons are filling the Vestry positions previ-
ously held by Deb Vaughn, Blair Hannon, and Jack-
ie Leight.    Thank you Deb, Blair, and Jackie!! 
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HOME VISITATIONS AND PASTORAL NEEDS 

 
If you find yourself in need of a pastoral visit at home or in a hospital, please let me know. I am always happy to visit 
you in your home. But are there shut-ins I do not know about? Who else in our community needs a visit or is facing a 
hard time? Please let me know. 
 
Are there other pastoral needs? Would you like to renew your marriage vows? Would you like to talk with me about 
baptism or confirmation? There are many adults who “missed” this chance when they were young, but as I know from 
personal experience (I was baptized at the age of 60!), it is never too late for baptism. Please invite me to talk with you 
or someone you know. 
 
The best way is by phone: home (814-235-1198) or cell (814-571-0687). Another way 
is by email (jtharwood@comcast.net). While I live in State College, I am in Lewis-
town on Wednesdays and Sundays and frequently on Tuesdays as well. I am happy to 
come to your home. If you are ill or hospitalized or know someone who needs pastoral 
support, please call me. 
 
Do not worry that you are “bothering me” if you call me. 

Update on “Folks of a Seasoned Age” and 
“Knit and Knot” 

The “Knit and Knot” folks have continued their charity 
work through the summer. We continue to make hats 
and other needed items for the pediatrics unit at the  

 

Geisinger Medical Center in Danville, the Adult Oncology 
unit, and fingerless gloves for the Lewistown and Dan-
ville Dialysis units. Father John has also received three 
prayer shawls that he will distribute to persons in need 
in our community. 

 

We invite new people who would like to learn to knit to 
join us in this quiet, contemplative ministry. Please call 
953-6158 if you would like more information. 

SOME “HOUSEKEEPING” CHORES FOR YOU AND ME! 

Please help us keep our “Prayer List” up-to-date”.   If you have put someone on the prayer list and our pray-

ers have been answered, please notify the Church Office so that the list is kept current. 

We also need birth dates for some of our parishioners.    If your birthday (or someone you know) has not 

been on the “Birthday Wishes are extended to” list in the bulletin, please let the church office know.  

Also, the flower sponsor list is posted on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall.  If you wish to sponsor flow-

ers in 2019, please sign up!    The cost for a set of two altar vases is $35.00. 

mailto:jtharwood@comcast.net
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
 

Patty Attivo, Cam Auxer, Jacqueline Benevento, Michelle 

Bitner, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger, Bob Briar, Lisa 

Briar, Linda Burger, Peggy Collins, Christie Colon, Lew 

Copenhaver, Heather Creighton, Bishop Michael Curry, 

Deb Ergler, Marcia Folk, Dick Gibboney,  Kathryn Gross-

man, Thomas Hart, Josh Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela 

Kaler,  James Krepps, Martie Marquez, David Moore, 

Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James Moore, Virginia Nace, 

Gabriel Newman, Leslie Pitzer, Carol Potts, Amy Reeder, 

Vicky Shoemaker, Joseph Smith, Gwen Swisher, Laura 

Tate, Ann Wimsatt, Robert Wilson, Jr., William Wilson,  

and Stella Wright. 

Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman, Christopher Wilson and 

Max Wilson who are serving our Country. 

God of everlasting love, who provides all things, we pray 
for all people:  make your way known to them, your saving 
power among all nations.  We commend to your fatherly 
goodness all who are afflicted or distressed in body, mind 
or circumstances.; relieve them according to their needs, 
giving them patience in their sufferings, and deliverance 
from their afflictions.  This we ask for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

 

Carol Potts—(3rd) 

Rebecca Ganoe ((11th) 

Mark Kaler, Jr. (17th) 

Charles Clare ( (20th) 

Erin Anewalt—(30) 

 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND:  LOOK 

WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR SERVANT N. AS (S)

HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR.  GRANT THAT (S)HE 

MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND GRACE, AND 

STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR GOODNESS; 

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.  AMEN. 

Safety Committee 
The Safety Committee  (Jon Myers, Jeff Wilson, Fred 
McKinley and Hal Jenkinson) first met on August 27, 2018, 
and adopted the motto of "failing to plan is planning to 
fail"! In that regard we set forth the following objectives 
for immediate consideration and resolution: An 'Active 
Shooter'  plan. Unfortunately , we live today in a time 
when violence on our person by others is not an unknown.  
It has happened at all types of locales by people known to 
the victims as well as a random act by someone unknown. 
The one action that can keep harm to a minimum is to 

have a plan of action and that is a priority of the safety 
committee.  With advice and consideration by the Lewis-
town Police department, the committee is developing a 
plan which will be implemented in 2019. 
 
We have also made an inventory of items used in worship 
as well as other physical property (e.g., office equipment, 
furniture).  This inventory must consist of a description, a 
history of its origin (when accessible) and accompanying 
photographs .Our goal is to have this task completed by 
the end of January. 

Prayers for the New Year: It’s About Time 
Remember us, O God; from age to age be our comforter. You have given us the wonder of time, blessings in days 
and nights, seasons and years. Bless your children at the turning of the year and fill the 
months ahead with the bright hope that is ours in the coming of Christ. You are our God, liv-
ing and reigning, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imagina-
tions, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you and then use 
us, we pray, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
May the Lord bless you and always keep you. May heaven's light shine on all that you do. 
May health and happiness come your way and love fill your heart throughout each day. 
Amen. 
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Memories 

of 2018! 

Baptisms 

Blessing of the 

Animals 

Service of New 

Ministry 

Kitchen  

Restoration 

Renew of 
Marriage 

Vows 
 

Windows  
Restoration 

Christmas Eve 

Festival of Ice 

Memorial Hall 

Begun 

Church in 

the Park 
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The Ministry of Mother Hubbard’s  
Cupboard: Feed My Sheep 
 
In December, Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard served 257 
iIndividuals (13 new individuals).and 90 families (which 
included 4 new families) 

MHC is grateful to our donors, both large and small, who 
enable our increasingly important work to be done. We are 
proud to say that every penny donated to The Cupboard 
goes to direct help. The generosity of St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church covers all over-head and administrative costs associ-
ated with The Cupboard’s operation; the time, talents, and 
unflagging energy of our volunteers provide the human 
power necessary to carry out its mission. I was humbled to 
write a thank you note to someone who donated both a steer 
and a hog for MHC to distribute. We received and distribut-
ed more than 200 pounds of sausage this month. 

Time and time again, we hear amazement about the quality
and quantity of The Cupboard’s work. None of it would be 
possible without the generosity of the people that have des-
ignated The Cupboard as their opportunity to make a differ-
ence in our community. 

Jesus was very specific: If you love me, feed my sheep. If 
you have two coats, give one away to someone who has 
none. 

The Ministry of Breaking Bread Together 
meals 
 
One week before Christmas, the people of St. Mark’s 
served about 70 people a delicious meal of lasagna, salad, 
bread, and Christmas cookies and cake. Before the meal, 
many people sang Christmas carols and enjoyed Joyce’s 
wizardry on the piano. This meal is in the truest spirit of 
Christmas. 

 
If you would like to help with this ministry, please 
come out on the fourth Tuesday of every month.  To 
help prepare the meals, arrive between 3:00 and 3;30 
p.m.   We organize our servers between 5:00 and 5:15 
so that we can begin serving the meal at 5:30.  Please 
note:  our next Breaking Bread Together meal will be 
on Tuesday, January 22, 2019.      
  
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

Budget and Property Update 
 
For 2019 the vestry has adopted a budget that will be very close to balanced for the 
first time in many years. We are grateful for those who contribute generously to St. 
Mark’s not just with their time and talent but also with their financial support. We also 
benefit from the GENEROSITY of parishioners who remembered the church in their 
wills. In 2019 Father John will have a slightly reduced schedule and budget, and so we 
hope to achieve our first balanced budget in many years. 
 
 

 
2018 was a very busy year. The window restoration is nearly complete: seven windows were 
restored in December and all of the smaller ones have been removed. We hope that they will be 
returned by the end of March. The results are stunning. The kitchen was redone with the walls 
painted and all cabinets and drawers sanded and repainted; counter-tops were replaced, new 
wall radiator put in the kitchen, windows and overhang on roof and trim on outside cellarway 
and on the Main Street side, and the overhang on the Water Street Entrance was repaired. 
We replaced the lighting in the hallway, repaired and repainted the walls and put some of 
our Church history on the walls in the hallway. The tiles on the roof were repaired and a 
few leaks on the stairwell leading down to the basement were repaired. We removed the 
old shed in the back yard and it has been replaced with a wooden shed.  Thanks to the 
men of St. We continue to 
improve the looks of St. Mark's every way we can and general maintenance is an ongoing 
project. We have not yet identified major projects for 2019, but we are likely to make some 
changes to security, consider the feasibility of a heat pump for the church, and address some 
issues of physical accessibility. 

Employees from Epiphany 
Studios — always smiling 
and pleasant — even in 
undesirable weather! 

A glimpse of  our “Memorial Hallway” 
Retelling of our history  
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Would You Like to Start the New Year 
with a St. Mark’s Mug? 

To commemorate the restoration of our windows, we 

have produced distinctive coffee mugs that feature our 

windows. The cost is $15 – the church will receive a 

profit of $3 for each cup we sell. Please see Father 

John or Joyce Hart to purchase one. 

Adult Forum 
The Adult Forum will begin a 
discussion of  
Brian McClaren’s We Make the 
Road by  
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for 
Spiritual Formation, Reorienta-
tion, and Activation. Join us at 
9AM on Sundays. 

Bishop Audrey’s Visit on February 10, 2019 
 
In October, 1824, our first bishop, William White, made his first visit to St. Mark’s and 
baptized three people at the same font that we have in the church today. He would have 
consecrated the bread on the altar that we have part of in our current church (see the pic-
ture of the white marble with the cross on it).  
 
On February 10, Bishop Audrey Scanlon, will visit St. Mark’s. She is the 11th bishop of 
the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania. In our historical gallery, you can see pictures of all 
the bishops who have served us. 
 
We will have a reception for the bishop and her husband Glenn after the service. 

Coming Soon! 
You will enjoy the Walking Tour of St. Mark’s, which will feature information 
on the history of the church and the symbolism of our stained glass windows 
and other historical treasures. Did you know that our baptismal font is the 
original – first used in 1824? Did you know that we still have part of the origi-
nal altar as well as some of the bricks used in our first church? We will also 
have a guide to our historical gallery as well as a church directory. 

William White 
Our first Bishop 

Immediate right:  St. 

Mark’s baptismal 

font—used by Bishop 

White in the 1820s. 

 

Far right:  marble altar 

top used by  

Bishop White 


