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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
21 S MAIN STREET
LEWISTOWN, P& 17044

The Mission of St. Mark’s
We gather to celebrate as the family of God, that we may be
fed spiritually through the Sacraments and teachings of the
Holy Scriptures, in order that we serve others in the love of
Christ.

Love God. Love Your Neighbor.
Change the World. @

The Episcopal Church Welcomes You.

St. Mark’s Messenger

April 2019

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION

Holy Week at
St. Mark'’s

Maundy Thursday at 7PM

Good Friday Friday at 7PM
Holy Saturday (The Great Vigil) at 7PM
Easter [0AM
THE
CHURCH
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
21 South Main Street * Lewistown, PA

Our Lenten journey will move from ashes to glory,

but we cannot reach Easter without going through Good
Friday. One of my favorite windows at St. Mark’s is in the
entrance to the church. It was dedicated to a Sunday
School teacher in 1889. You will see the crown of glory
resting on the shameful cross. They are linked; you can’t
have one without the other.

Think about the meaning: “no cross, no crown” We
can’t know the true joy of Easter without having first known
the agony of the cross, which we experience most fully during
the Three Sacred Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Holy Saturday).

Death does not have the final word for Jesus or for us.
St. Paul proclaims words that we often use at funeral services:
“If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. For
this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this
mortal body must put on immortality.... Then the saying that
is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in
victory.” Where, o death, is your victory? Where, o death, is
your sting?”

The season is changing from winter to spring. We are moving from the old
covenant to the New Covenant, from death to life. At Easter we will proclaim:
The Lotd is risen — the Lotd is risen indeed.

In our worship, the “Gloria” will return, and may our alleluias resound!
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SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK

We will observe Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great Easter Vigil at 7PM for each service as well as the service of
Easter at 10AM. The Community Good Friday service will begin at Sacred Heart at 1 1AM for Stations of the Cross. We will
then walk around town and stop for prayer at various places.

Attendance at these services is very important for the life of this church and for your spiritual welfare,

We need you to contribute to and benefit from the life of this parish.



http://www.stmark-lewistown.org

SPECIAL BLESSINGS St. Mark’s Prayer List

The church has developed special prayers and services for
all the occasions of life. Do you want a blessing before
you start a medical procedure or because you are discour-
aged with your health? Do you want a blessing as you
make a transition in your life? Is this the year to renew
your marriage vows?

ST. MARK’S ADULT FORUM

The Adult Forum is studying Brian
McClaren’s We Make the Road by
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spir-
itual Formation, Reorientation, and
Activation. Join us at 9AM on Sundays.
During Lent we will study the lessons
tied to this season.

Prayer List: Patty Attivo, Cam Auxer, Jacqueline Benevento, Michelle Bitner, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossin-
ger, Bob Briar, Lisa Briar, Linda Burger, Tyler Burris, Dottie Casner, Peggy Collins, Christie Colon, Lew Co-
penhaver, Heather Creighton, Bishop Michael Curry, Amanda Ergler, Shirley Ferguson, Richard Flood, Mar-
cia Folk, Dick Gibboney, Ron Goss, Kathryn Grossman, Thomas Hart, Kassidy Hendricks, Josh Hohol,
Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler, James Krepps, Martie Marquez, Hugh McKee, David Moore, Marsha Lynch-

: SSIng Mock, Austin James Moore, Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, Leslie Pitzer, Carol Potts, Jack Potts, Amy
icr?gj_o ;;gf;g Iséllzlll?g IPHIgg;rigklﬁtlﬁsnclgl;%to?;:ryzﬁs 5 Reeder, Vicky Shoemaker, Joseph Smith, Gwen Swisher, Laura Tate, Ann Wimsatt, Robert Wilson, Jr., Wil-
ideas! liam Wilson, and Stella Wright

SE BRIAN D, MCLAREN &P

We can do such blessings privately in your house, or we

Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman, Christopher Wilson and Max Wilson who are serving our Country.
BUDGET AND PROPERTY UPDATE

The Property Committee will soon make a recommendation for our HVAC system,
and we look forward to its installation before summer arrives. Epiphany Studios is
making great progress on the restoration of our windows, and we hope to have
them installed before Thanksgiving. The Safety Committee is considering recom-
mendations for a new electrical panel as well as a fire alarm system and a video

God of everlasting love, who provides all things, we pray for all people: make your way known to them, your
saving power among all nations. We commend to your fatherly goodness all who are afflicted or distressed in
body, mind or circumstances., relieve them according to their needs, giving them patience in their sufferings,
and deliverance from their afflictions. This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

surveillance system. The Church currently has no fire alarms that would cover the
rectory, parish house, and church. Our new Columbarium Committee will soon
recommend policies for better managing this resource not only for members of
St. Mark’s but, like our cemetery, the whole community. About 75% of the funer-
als in Lewistown involve cremations. St. Mark’s would be a wonderful final resting
place. The Church’s website (http://www.stmark-lewistown.org/st-marks-
cemetery-and-columbarium/) now features information about both resources.

CHAMPIONSHIP IRISH DANCE - BLAZING FIDDLES

Celtic Revival
THE SKY FAMILY

LIVE MUSIC PRESENTED BY THE SKY FAMILY ON
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3

We are grateful to Diane Carter for the gift of the votive candle stand and to
Tracey McKee for the holy water font at the entrance to the church. They are
beautiful memorial gifts to the glory of God and in memory of beloved family
members. There are others as well who have contributed to “special projects”
which will be used to fund future items on our “wish list.”

On Wednesday, April 3, we will host a concert by the Sky Family
(http://www.theskys.org/), a very well-known group from Cana-
da . They have toured all over North America, and they have re-
ceived very positive reviews. Our concert begins at 7PM and will
be followed by a reception so that you’ll have time to meet the
family and perhaps to purchase one of their CDs. We will take up
a free-will offering, and so | ask you to be generous.

EVANGELISM

If this word makes you uncomfortable, then think of friendship and fellow-

“IFIT'S NOT ABOUT LOVE, THEN

IHENMOST REV. MIBHAE[I%IIIIBM
S21TH.PRESIDING BISHOP

_—

IT'S NOT ABIIIIT GOD."

ship. In March the vestry spent a Saturday afternoon reflecting on what is
distinctive about St. Mark’s and how we can better tell our story to people
who do not attend our church any more — or who have never attended a
church. What are our gifts, and how can we communicate them without go-
ing door-to-door and handing out pamphlets? How can we learn to invite
people to “come and see” (these are the words that Jesus used) what we are
about as a living, breathing Church of Christ?

One thing that we will need to do is advertise who we are. We’re doing some
of this on Facebook, and we’ll have advertisements for the Sky Family con-
cert as well as our Holy Week schedule in The Sentinel. We will also have a
story about our Walking Tour brochure in the March 30™ issue.

If we were to advertise our services more regularly, which of these images do
you find most attractive — and most true? Please share your comments with
the Vestry and Father John. If you are moved to contribute to an advertising
budget, please let Father John know. A typical ad costs about $165.

A HIGH ENERGY MUSIC, DANCE AND GOSPEL PRODUCTION!

Saint Mark’s
Episcopal Church
21 South Main St.

t' x '7//,1)
«"  Lewistown o
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7 pm Wednesday April 3
For More Info: 814 571 0687
~ No tickets, a love offering will be taken ~

"AN EVENT NOT TO MISS!I” - CHICAGO TRIBUNE

What should we expect? If you enjoyed concerts by the River
Dance group from Ireland, you'll recognize what the Sky Family

III

does so very well. They are calling this tour the “Celtic Revival,
meaning that the music will have an Irish and Scottish flair.

Please bring friends and family members!

“Love God.
Love others.

The rest are details.”

Jesus (Matthew 22:37-40)



http://www.stmark-lewistown.org/st-marks-cemetery-and-columbarium/
http://www.stmark-lewistown.org/st-marks-cemetery-and-columbarium/
http://www.theskys.org/

BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER, MOTHER
HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD, AND OUTREACH

On March 26 the people of St.
Mark’s invited about 70 people
to share a delicious Italian meal
of pasta and sauce. Mother
Hubbard’s Cupboard is now
distributing food monthly ra-
ther than every other month,
and we are serving an in-
creasing number of people.

Even more remarkable are the statistics for Mother Hub-
bard’s Cupboard. In March we helped 258 people (116
households), which includes 18 new individuals and 8 new
families.

Remember, too, that St. Mark’s helps people who need
help with financial emergencies — facing eviction or the
cutoff of their utilities or even desperate need for a tank of
gas. In 2018 we helped about 30 families in financial dis-
tress.

Jesus made it very clear: “If you love me, feed my sheep.”
The people of St. Mark’s do more than hear these words —
we put them into action by how we serve others.

JOIN US FOR THE COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES AND STATIONS OF THE CROSS

%}2]&/&

During Lent I invent you attend the Stations of the Cross on Fridays at 12:15 at St. Mark’s and

S C H E D U L E

to participate in the Lewistown Lenten services (and lunch) with your brothers and sisters in
Christ on Wednesdays at noon. Here s our schedule. The community service schedule will be

on Wednesdays at noon at the following churches:

April 3 — St. Marks

April 10 — Lewistown Presbyterian

On April 19, Good Friday, we will participate in the Stations of the Cross and community “cross walk” beginning at
Sacred Heart at 11:00.

IF YOU ARE ILL, PLEASE CONTACT THE
CHURCH OR FATHER JOHN

If you are ill or hospitalized or know someone who
needs pastoral support, please call me. Do not worry
that you are “bothering me.” St. Mark’s is committed
to visiting the sick, but we can’t do this unless you con-
tact us.

The best way to reach me is by phone: home (814-235
-1198) or cell (814-571-0687). Another way is email
(jtharwood@comcast.net). While | live in State Col-
lege, | am in Lewistown on Wednesdays and Sundays
and frequently on Tuesdays and Fridays as well; in
Lent.

ST. MARK’S MEN

THE MEN FROM ST. MARK’S CONTINUE TO MEET THE
FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT THE BURNHAM
OIP AT 8:00 A.M. THEY MEET AGAIN ON APRIL 6,
2019.

ALL MEN OF ST. MARK’S ARE INVITED TO JOIN THEM
AND ENCOURAGED TO DO SO. IT IS A GREAT TIME OF
FELLOWSHIP AND THE FOOD IS GOOD TOO!

WOULD YOU LIKE A ST. MARK’S MUG?

To commemorate the restoration of our windows, we
have produced distinctive coffee mugs that feature
our windows. The costis $15 - the church will re-
ceive a profit of $3 for each cup we sell. Please see
Father John or Joyce Hart to purchase yours!

NEW PASTOR WARRANTY

*It has come to our attention that the pastor you received
was shipped with a slight defect -- he is nat psychic.
Because of this, you must observe certain procedures

to ensure optimum performance.

*It is necessary to inform him of any members who

are hospitalized. If someone you know is in need of
prayer, the pastor must be told, or he won’t know. If

you are in need of a pastoral visit, you will get the best
results if you ask him.

*We regret any inconvenience this may cause.

www.PastorsHelper.com

RECONCILIATION OF A PENITENT

I invite you to meet with me privately anytime during Lent to participate in an ancient spir-
itual practice: private confession and absolution. In the Episcopal Church, we call this pasto-
ral rite the “Reconciliation of a Penitent (BCP, pp. 447-52). As Christians, we need both col-
lective confession (what we say in the Eucharist) and private confession.

This is a holy, private conversation about your spiritual life, and we should find thirty
minutes to talk and pray together in the chapel. Please see me about a time convenient for
you. Good Friday would be an especially good time for this conversation, and I will be

at the church all day.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

6—Robin Wilson
7—John Stewart
7—Kaylee Blewett
11—Kelly Crawford
14—Max Wilson
19—Elizabeth Cvejkus
22—Patricia Wilt
25—Dolores Houser

26—Zaniaca Kaler
O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND: LOOK WITH FAVOR,
WE PRAY, ON YOUR SERVANT N. AS (§)HE BEGINS ANOTHER
YEAR. GRANT THAT (5)HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND GRACE,
AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR GOODNESS; THROUGH
JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN.

THERE ISN'T
AN ASTERISK
ON JOHN 3:16.

For God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son;

that whosoever believeth in hir

should not perish,

but have everlasting lzf/i'.o

St.

Mark's Episcopal Church

\\H are welcome
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FESTIVAL OF FAITH TEAMS-UP WITH KID
CONNECTION

FOR SEVERAL YEARS, ST. MARK’S HAS PARTICIPATED IN THE
FESTIVAL OF FAITH. THIS YEAR, IT HAS BEEN DECIDED TO
HAVE THIS EVENT AS PART OF THE MIFFLIN COUNTY KID
CONNECTION WHICH WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, APRIL
27 FROM 9 A.M. TIL 2 P.M. WE WILL NEED SOME VOLUN-
TEERS TO “MAN’’ OUR TABLE. IF WE HAVE ENOUGH VOLUN-
TEERS, POSSIBLY NO ONE WILL HAVE TO BE “ON DUTY’’ MORE
THAN AN HOUR. THE MAIN RESPONSIBILITY OF A VOLUNTEER
IS TO OFFER BROCHURES TO THOSE PASSING BY OUR TABLE
AND ANSWERING ANY QUESTIONS THAT MAY BE ASKED.

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP WITH THIS EVENT, PLEASE TALK
WITH FATHER JOHN OR JOYCE HART AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE.

IF YOU ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH KID
CONNECTION, IT IS AN EVENT THAT HAS
FUN ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS MAINLY FROM
AGES 2 —12. 'WE ARE FORTUNATE TO
BE INVITED TO THIS EVENT AS IT IS USU-
ALLY VERY WELL ATTENDED.



mailto:jtharwood@comcast.net

