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Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church 

21 South Main Street Lewistown, Pennsylvania  17044 

Telephone:  717-248-8327 

www.stmark-lewistown.org 

*** 

The Right Rev. Dr. Audrey Scanlan, Bishop, Diocese of Central PA 

The Rev. John T. Harwood, Priest 

St. Mark’s Vestry 

Joyce Hart, Senior Warden  -  Fred McKinley, Junior Warden 

Deb Vaughn, Clerk 

  Dan Dillon, Elizabeth Harper, Hal Jenkinson, Lillian Myers,  

Jane Smith, and  Robin Wilson 

Deb Vaughn—Coordinator of Pastoral Ministries 

Joseph Sikorsky—Treasurer 

 

St. Mark’S EpiScopal church 

21 S Main Street 

Lewistown, PA 17044 

The Mission of St. Mark’s 
We gather to celebrate as the family of God, that we may be 
fed spiritually through the Sacraments and teachings of the 
Holy Scriptures, in order that we serve others in the love of 
Christ. 
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St. Mark’s Messenger 

October 2018 

 

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION 

 

I can hardly wait for our new windows to be installed (October 7-10). We will 
schedule an open house for the community to see them. I will be giving a tour 
of the church that week for the new members of the Lewistown Chamber of 
Commerce, so I will be psyched to talk about our history of ministry at the 
corner of Main and Water Streets. 

Although the days are growing shorter and we 
have officially moved from summer to autumn, 
it sure doesn’t feel like it. When days are in 
the low 90’s, can it really be fall?  

St. Mark’s will have a busy month. We kick off the month with a concert on 
Wednesday,  October 2, at 7PM. The four professional singers will present 
religious music from the Russian Orthodox church as well as folk music. 
What a blessing to hear such voices in our church. 

We will bless the animals on October 6 at 11:45 AM in St. Francis Memorial Garden, and the following 
week we will have a festive fund raiser with our Bazaar and Apple Dumpling sale. Mark your calendars! 
Later in the month we will be making home-made sauerkraut, which we will sell in December.  

The following weekend (October 18-19) Joyce Hart, John Xanthopolous, and I will represent St. Mark’s at 
the Diocesan Convention in Harrisburg. (We have been holding such meetings for 148 years.) We’ll have a 
report next month on what the convention accomplished, but you may be assured that we will be lifted up 
by the chance to worship with young and old Episcopalians and to hear from the Bishop and our many im-
portant committees and commissions. The Diocese is beginning a three-year process of testing new models 
for "being church" and providing sacramental worship for small congregations that cannot afford a full-
time or even part-time priest. Believe it or not, there is a nationwide shortage of 
Episcopal clergy: there are far more retirements than ordinations. It is almost 
impossible to find supply priests in this area. 

St. Mark's is "the church," and so is the Diocese. And so are all of those congre-
gations without a priest. How can we best "be church" together? Since October 
19 is also the eighth anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood, I will give 
personal thanks for my call to serve our church in this role.  

May October be a time of glorious harvest festivals and the beginning of a new season.  

Father John+ 

HOW TO CONTACT FATHER JOHN 
 
The best way is by phone:  home (814-235-1198) or cell (814-571-0687).  Another way is by email (j thar-
wood@comcast.net).  I live in State College and will be in Lewistown on Wednesdays and Sundays, and at 
least one other day during the week.  I am happy to come to your home.   
 
Do not worry that you are “bothering me” if you call me.  I want to know if you or a family member is in 
need — or if you have a concern about the parish. 

http://www.stmark-lewistown.org
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The Ministry of Mother Hubbard’s  
Cupboard: Feed My Sheep 
 
September was Hunger Action Month, and we did the 
best we could, but hunger will continue in October. 
As a congregation, we are joining the fight against 
hunger. With more than 40 percent of households liv-
ing below the poverty level in the United States, 
many children are affected by hunger. In our own 
communities in Pennsylvania, one in six children is 
struggling with hunger. In our local school, most of 
the children are eligible for free lunches. 
  
On September 25, the parish served almost 70 people 
(men women and children, old and young alike) a 
delicious supper of fried chicken, parslied potatoes, 

salad, and cake. 
Some of the people 
I remembered from 
last May, and most 
are regulars. All 
were grateful for the 
warmth of our fel-
lowship and the 
chance to break 
bread together in a 

family-style meal.  
 
I especially enjoyed 

talking with people about St. Mark's and our concert 
next week. 

 
In September Mother Hub-
bard’s Cupboard served 
more than 350 people: 119 
families, including 34 first
-time individuals and 10 
first-time families. (The figures do not include the 
last two days of September, always the busiest 
time.) A year ago we served about 240 people in 
September.  
 
I am going to be asking all of us to contribute finan-
cially to Mother Hubbard's Cupboard because its 
budget is just about as bare as it was in the nursery 
rhyme. Let me refresh your memory. 
 

“Old Mother Hubbard went to the cupboard,  
To give the poor dog a bone;  

But when she got there , the cupboard was bare,  
And so the poor dog had none."  

 
At St. Mark's, however, the cupboard feeds both pets 
and people. In fact, we feed more than 240 of our 
neighbors each month and help others with emergen-
cy financial needs like the shutoff of utilities. Our 
monthly costs have risen sharply in the past few 
months, and our bank balance is running dangerous-
ly low. If you can give financially to support this 
ministry, you will be blessed. 
 

Jesus was very specific:  
If you love me, feed my sheep. 

Men’s Group is Up and  
Running! 
  
We meet on the first Saturday of the 
month at 8:00 AM.  The OIP in Burn-

ham is our regular 
place because it is 
both excellent and 
inexpensive.  Please 
join us! 

ST. MARK’S WOMEN 

The women of St. Mark’s are a very active group 
who tend not only to the “kitchen” events of the 
church— , Break Bread Together meals, funeral 
meals— but also are essential to fund raising events like the salad and soup 
bars and the bazaars. 

All women of the Episcopal Church are considered members of this group.  
Please join them the first Wednesday of the month at 11:30 a.m. to discuss 
upcoming events. 

The new banner outside Mother 
Hubbard’s Cupboard door 

Update on Finances and Property Concerns 

The Property Committee reports that our two furnaces have passed their annual inspection. During the in-
spection we discovered a gas leak, and so our gas was turned off until a plumber fixed the leak. As a result, 
we have installed gas-carbon monoxide alarms in our two furnace rooms and the kitchen. Because our fur-
naces are about 50 years old, we are seeking bids on the costs of replacing them with much more energy-
efficient systems. This is not a crisis or an emergency but something we should have on our radar. Our 
HVAC systems provide heating and cooling for the church and parish house; the rest of the rectory, the 
church offices, and Mother Hubbard's Cupboard depend on these furnaces. The Vestry will receive in Octo-
ber the recommendations for a fire detection system that would protect all three of our buildings. 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
 

Patty Attivo, Cam Auxer, Jacqueline Benevento, 
Michelle Bitner, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger, Bob 
Briar, Lisa Briar, Linda Burger, Tyler Burris, Dottie Cas-
ner, Peggy Collins, Christie Colon, Lew Copenhaver, 
Heather Creighton, Bishop Michael Curry, Amanda Er-
gler, Deanna Fawver, Shirley Ferguson, Richard Flood, 
Marcia Folk, Dick Gibboney,  Ron Goss, Kathryn Gross-
man,  Thomas Hart, Kassidy Hendricks, Josh Hohol, 
Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler,  Bruce Kinsey, James 
Krepps, Martie Marquez, Hugh McKee, David Moore, 
Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James Moore, Virginia 
Nace, Gabriel Newman, Leslie Pitzer, Carol Potts, Jack 
Potts,  Amy Reeder, Makenzie Shearer, Vicky Shoemak-
er, Shirley Sattler, Joseph Smith, Gwen Swisher, Laura 
Tate, Ann Wimsatt, William Wilson,  and Stella Wright. 

Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman, Christopher Wilson and 
Max Wilson who are serving our Country. 

God of everlasting love, who provides all things, we pray 

for all people:  make your way known to them, your sav-

ing power among all nations.  We commend to your fa-

therly goodness all who are afflicted or distressed in 

body, mind or circumstances.; relieve them according to 

their needs, giving them patience in their sufferings, and 

deliverance from their afflictions.  This we ask for the 

sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

2—Connie Knepp 

3—Virginia Banks 

7—Cynthia McKinley and Emily Zylstra 

10—Sharon Copenhaver 

11—Alice Woodring 

18—Catherine Pinkerton 

21—Maxwell Remy 

22—Billie Gay Snook 

27—Dee Calhoun 

31—William Wilson 

 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND:  LOOK 

WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR SERVANT N. AS 

(S)HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR.  GRANT THAT (S)

HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND GRACE, AND 

STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR GOODNESS; 

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.  AMEN. 

Planned Giving: Stewardship for the Future 

When we celebrate All Saints Day in early November, we are reminded of the continuing presence of the 
saints in our lives. Look around at the beauty of our church and the richness of our ministries. What we have 
is a gift from those who came before us and loved this church deeply. 

Remember that no living member paid a dollar for the construction of our first church (1824) or our current 
one (1880s). Nor did we pay for the parish house, our rectory, or the beautiful windows or organ. All of 
these are gifts from our ancestors, and we have an obligation to preserve and sustain them for future genera-
tions.  

The best way to express your love for the Church is simple: remember St. Mark’s in YOUR WILL! You 
should be assured that Kathryn and I have already done so. 

May we all express our gratitude to Elta Lauter for her generosity of spirit in remembering St. Mark's in her 
will. Without her extraordinary gifts, we could not have restored our old windows or commissioned our new 
baptismal window. (I will give a prize to the first person who recognizes the man on the ladder.) She is the 
first person to become a resident of our columbarium. She wanted to be close to her beloved 
church. 

I am a priest, not an accountant or a certified financial planner, but I know that there are 
many ways of making gifts. Please talk with me if you have some idea of what you'd like to 
do but are uncertain how to do it; I can refer you to someone who can give you expert ad-
vice. 

If you have already remembered the church in your will, please let me know. I would like to 
thank you personally. Many parishes have a "Canterbury Society" to recognize members 
who have made a bequest to their Church. Let me know if you would like to join! 
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APPLE DUMPLING SALE 

ECW will be holding their annual Apple Dumpling 
Sale with a new twist this year.  There will be two 
sales, one on Friday,  
October 10 and the other one the following Friday, 
October 11.  When ordering, please specify which 

date you prefer.  Dumplings will be 
ready for pick-up at 10:00 a.m.  The 
price remains the same — $3.50/
dumpling with extra syrup.  Please 
order yours on the sign-up sheet in 

BLESSING OF YOUR PETS 
We will mark the feast of St. Francis of Assisi with a 
Service of Blessing and Thanksgiving for pets fol-
lowing our Service on October 6.  Bring your pets to  
parish house at 11:45 AM.  St. Francis is a patron of 
all who care for God’s creation, including people 
and animals but also our planet, “this fragile earth, 
our island home” (as we hear at the Eucharist in 
Prayer C). 
I have blessed dogs, cats, horses, mice, gerbils, 
guinea pigs, birds, 
snakes turtles, and 
even a hairless cat.  
The variety teaches 
us a lesson about 
the glorious variety 
of creation. 

Saving “Our Lion” and Other Parts of Our Heritage 

 

With our new baptismal window slated for installation in early October, you are probably asking: 
what happens with our icon of St. Mark (the winged lion) that was formerly at the center of our great 
rear window? That’s a good question. Like the other windows, time had taken a serious toll (we’re 
talking about 140 years).  

To preserve it would involve restoration. And after that was done, what could and should we do with 
it? Working with Epiphany Studios, I propose that we restore it and mount it in an illuminated shad-

ow box. This is fancy language for basically what we have in the parish hall already: we have a light behind the round, 
stained glass window so that we can see the colors and design. It is my hope that as part of our bicentenary project, we 
will find a person or persons who would like to make the “restored lion” a memorial project. The cost would be about 
$5,000.  

I know that we could find a suitable place to display it for posterity in our parish house or outside our chapel. It de-
serves to be preserved and honored as a symbol of the strength and resilience of this parish (roaring like a lion – that’s 
what John the Baptist was like as he prepared the way for the coming of our Lord). 

We also have other treasures that Jim Cherry and I found in our basement this summer. When our original windows 
(1880s) were replaced by more elegant ones from Tiffany or Willet Studios (in the 1910s and ‘20s), what happened to 
them?  

We know what they looked like because we have one remaining window that Epiphany has restored; it was never re-
placed. The pattern for these windows was to have a decoration in the lower panel and in the upper panel a Christian 

symbol. I can imagine the Sunday School teachers and the priests in the 1880s through the 1980s, 
pointing to the symbols and teaching their meanings.  

Many of these windows are just plain lost. Maybe they were destroyed in the flood of Hurricane Ag-
nes (1972). Maybe they suffered breakage and were discarded. Well, ten of the upper panels survive, 
and we have moved them up to the Library. Fragile and not very attractive in their current state, they 
come to life when you hold them up to the light.  

Then you see the original IDEA and the BEAUTY of the images from 140 years ago. Quite frankly, they are precious. 
We have images of the star of David, a baptismal font, a chalice, and the lamp of knowledge. There is even one that 
neither Joyce nor I could explain. But back in the day, the priest or Sunday School teachers would have found a lesson 
in each one. 

Each could be preserved, restored, and displayed as part of our unique Christian heritage. The cost for 
individual windows will not be very great, and again they would be wonderful memorials to people 
who have mattered in your life or as expressions of thanksgiving. We will also find a way to display 
them – and to teach what the symbols mean. 

Take a look in the Library and you’ll see what I’ve described. For me, it was a glimpse of St. Mark’s 
when it was brand new. They deserve a better fate than our basement or the dumpster. 

Please let Father John know if you are interested in mak-
ing a contribution.  

Let us imagine St. Mark’s lion roaring again in Lewis-
town. 
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An Evening of Professional Music at St. Mark’s  

On Wednesday, October 2, St. Mark’s will host a one-hour concert by four professional Russian 
singers. Their group is called LYRA, and it has toured the United States and many European countries for 
many years. They sing without accompaniment, and given our wonderful acoustics, this concert will be un-
forgettable. We will have CDs for sale after the performance. 

The concert will be held from 7:00-8:00PM. We will take up a free-will offering to offset the cost 
of bringing the group to Lewistown.  

PLEASE INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS. 

                                                                                The LYRA Singers 

 Alexandr Kudriashov is a graduate of the St. Petersburg Conserva-
tory. A soloist in the Saint-Petersburg State Philharmonic for Children, he 
also regularly sings in operas in Russia and Western Europe. In 2015 he was 
awarded first place in the Russian national competition “Voice of Rus-
sia” (Moscow). He also received awards in several international competi-
tions of opera singers.  

 Tatiana Melnikova graduated from the Conservatory of Minsk 
(Belarus). She is a soloist of the Belarus State TV and Radio Choir. She is 
also a soloist in several chamber music groups. 

 Denis Patsiuk graduated from Minsk (Belarus) Conservatory as a 
choir conductor in 2007. He was a singer of the Academical Choir of Belarussian Radio and TV. For a long 
period of time he was also a director of music at the Baptist Church "Light of Gospel" in Minsk and a teacher 
of conducting and music theory in Minsk Theological Seminary of ECB Union in Belarus. Denis is also an 
author of many spiritual hymns as well as musical compositions for choir and orchestra. 

 Sergey Tupitsyn  graduated from St. Petersburg Conservatory as choir conductor in 1994 and has also had 
postgraduate studies at the St. Petersburg High School of Economy (2000). From 1992-2000, he was a singer 
in the "Konevets" male choral quartet, performing over 1,000 concerts in different countries. Since 2000 he 
has been a singer and a manager of the LYRA choir community.  

St. Mark’s Community Columbarium and  

Cemetery 

In September we placed our first advertisement for our 
Community Columbarium in the Sentinel. We now have 
commitments for 12 of our 140 niches. The cost for mem-
bers is $1,000; for non-members it is $1,500.  

While cost should not be the deciding factor, you should 
consider that at a local cemetery the cost may be more 
than $3,000, not including the urn, the burial marker, and 
the burial cost. The total cost could be $5,000 or more. 
Burials with caskets are even more expensive. 

Our cost at St. Mark’s is far, far less, and we include the 
cost of the engraving of the person’s name and dates.  

I don’t know how to put a dollar value on the closeness to 
your church or the beauty and tranquility of this conse-
crated space. When we celebrate All Saints Sunday on 
November 3, we will be sure to remember those whose 
final resting place is on church grounds. 

Please see Father John or Joyce Hart if you are interested 
in purchasing a niche. You will need to select your loca-

tion, and it will also be a good time to be sure that you’ve 
updated your will and to plan your funeral. Your family 
will be so grateful for making your wishes known.  

The Vestry has authorized St. Mark's to establish a com-
munity pet cemetery and we will soon have an announce-
ment of this new service in the Sentinel along with its 
price and our new prices for burial plots. We have not 
changed our costs in decades, and it is time that we adjust 
our rates to help balance the cost of having a cemetery 
(about $10,000 per year for land care and snow removal).  

Finally, we have digitized our early cemetery records 
(1844 to the early 1960s). The records have been posted 
on the church's website so that anyone can search the rec-
ords (e.g., for genealogical research). See https://
www.stmark-lewistown.org/st-marks-cemetery-and-
columbarium/. 

Did you know that we have 112 Civil War veterans bur-
ied at our cemetery? Or that we have someone who was 
born in 1775? I didn't know these facts until I could 
search our records online. 

https://www.stmark-lewistown.org/st-marks-cemetery-and-columbarium/
https://www.stmark-lewistown.org/st-marks-cemetery-and-columbarium/
https://www.stmark-lewistown.org/st-marks-cemetery-and-columbarium/

