daunspauf,—AYysi0Y1S ydasof
SIUISIULIAS JA0ISTD JO 40TpuLpioo)—uybnn,, o
‘uosyg, U9
Ypug uvf; ‘Sualj; uvyy ‘uosuiyuaf joi; Yadivys Y129021 UOTJUD UPD
Wa1) ‘uybnvy, 9a@
uapivpy, somunf ‘Ui paLh - Uapiv, J0as U 39€of
K359/, SYADYS 1S

95’vag—u;—1sag,@ ‘poomuvy( T, uyof 4ayiv.y
Y Jpiua) fo asaron ‘doysigy ‘uvjuvas Caupny” u@ 03% WIS 1,
B0 um07S1ma]-yAvuiis asmam,
LT€8-8YT-L1. ‘auoydzjar,
FH0LT DIUDAISULID UMOISINIT 192418 WIDI; YINos [
yuny) jpdossidsy, syuwys yuws

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
21 S MAIN STREET
LEWISTOWN, P& 17044

The Mission of St. Mark’s
We gather to celebrate as the family of God, that we may be
fed spiritually through the Sacraments and teachings of the
Holy Scriptures, in order that we serve others in the love of
Christ.

St. Mark’s Messenger

November 2019

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION

Have a blessed
November is an important month in the life of this parish and for me personally.

When we celebrate the Feast of All Saints, | am also marking the twelfth anniversary
of my baptism. Yes, | was baptized at the age of 60 — better late than never. The con-
nection between baptism and resurrection will always be vivid in my experience of

N LA this precious sacrament. Whenever you visit my office, you’ll see my baptismal certifi-

All Saints' Day! cate.

But November is always an especially rich month in the life of the Church as well. This month begins with All Saints Day
and ends with Christ the King Sunday. We celebrate All Saints Day (November 1) and All Souls Day (November 2) on our
first Sunday.

We first commemorate the faithful who, according to the church, have achieved heavenly status. We also remember
family and friends, the unsung saints of the world and the lights of our lives. | will remember especially my teachers as

well as my parents, grandparents, sisters, and in-laws.

These feast days are important because they are the only church holidays set aside to tend to our grief. When we expe-

rience grief on Good Friday and Holy Saturday, our sadness is for the suffering and death of Christ.

All Saints Day is for us, for remembering the people we loved, who were important to us, who
made an impact on our lives and then died and left us behind. All Souls Day gives us a chance to JREEWeN

remember ALL of the special people who shaped our lives and who have joined the great cloud for our 1
O Lord,

and let

of witnesses. departed
loved i

perpetual

ones. light shine

On November 24, we celebrate Christ the King Sunday — the last Sunday of the church year. We
begin Advent on December 1, starting the new church year. We will bid farewell to the Gospel

upon them.

of Luke and become reacquainted with Matthew. Amen.

Celebrating our ancestors in the faith, those men and women, some unknown, some esteemed,
who lived and died furthering the Christian faith and nurturing ours, that is the “holy day” the
church needs to hold up to the world on All Saints’ Day.

Father John +

CONTACTING FATHER JOHN

The best way is by phone: home (814-235-1198) or cell (814-571-0687). Another way is by email
(jtharwood@comcast.net). While I live in State College, I am in Lewistown on Wednesdays and Sundays and frequent-
ly on Tuesdays as well. I am happy to come to your home. If you are ill or hospitalized or know someone who needs
pastoral support, please call me.

Do not worry that you are “bothering me” if you call me.



http://www.stmark-lewistown.org
mailto:jtharwood@comcast.net

THE MINISTRY OF MOTHER HUBBARD’S

CUPBOARD: FEED MY SHEEP increasingly important work to be ”
In October Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard served 552 peo- done. We are proud to say that eve- A S
ple: 147 families (16 of them new) and 40 new individ- ry penny donated to The Cupboard Sy e
uals. Between MHC and Breaking Bread, St. Mark’s  goes to direct help. The generosity

provided food to nearly 600 people. of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church covers all over-head and
administrative costs associated with The Cupboard’s oper-

forward to help us. Kish Bank is now doing ation; the time, talents, and unflagging energy of our vol-
@ a food drive. ¢ olleéting non-perishable unteers provide the human power necessary to carry out

‘Paner ¥ items at all of its local branches. We were 1t mission.

SREABS also delighted to receive a gift of $100 Time and time again, we hear amazement about the quality
from Giant, and we hope to receive paper  and quantity of The Cupboard’s work. None of it would be
products from First Quality. possible without the generosity of the people that have des-
Thanks to a Penn State em- s ignated The Cupboard as their opportunity to make a dif-
ployee who lives in Belle- .__ ference in our community.
ville, we are able to receive
bread from the four Panera’s stores on the Penn State cam-
pus. (The bread is left over each day but has been baked in
the morning.) We are able to do this because we are a char-
itable organization and do not sell the bread. If you listen
to the radio station, you may also hear spot announcements

about the need to support MCH. Finally, several members THE MINISTRY OF BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER
of St. Mark’s have given us generous gifts. MEALS

On October 22, we served 51 people (men, women and

children, old and young alike) a delicious supper of pasta—
m a perfect meal on a chilly evening.. They were grateful for
the warmth of our fellowship and the chance to break
bread together in a family-style meal.

MHC is grateful to our donors, both ¥
large and small, who enable our il

The Lewistown community is stepping

Jesus was very specific: If you love me, feed my sheep. If
you have two coats, give one away to someone who has
none. Quite a few parishioners have made gifts to help
MHC. Can you join them?

But our financial crunch continues.
We simply do not receive enough
monthly donations to provide the
same level of service as we have in Quality. Selecion. Savings. Every Day
the past.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS St. Mark’s Prayer List
6—Beth Birch Prayer List: Patty Attivo, Jacqueline Benevento,
8—Cam AU}XCf Michelle Bitner, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger, Bob
25—Mary Beth Pietropaulo Briar, Lisa Briar, Linda Burger, Tyler Burris, Dottie
27—Tracey McKee Casner, Peggy Collins, Lew Copenhaver, Heather
30—Marshal Lynch-Mock Creighton, Bishop Michael Curry, Connie Earnest,
30—Debra Diven Amanda Ergler, Deanna Fawver, Shirley Ferguson,
Richard Flood, Marcia Folk, Dick Gibboney, Kathryn
O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND: LOOK] |Grossman, Thomas Hart, Kassidy Hendricks, Josh
WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR SERVANT N. As (5)| | Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler, Bruce Kinsqy,
HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR. GRANT THAT (5)HE| |James Krepps, Martie Marquez, Hugh McKee, David
MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND GRACE, AND Moore, Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James Moore,
STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR GOODNESS: Vlrglnla Nace, Gabriel Newman, Leslie Pitzer, Carol
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN. ’ POttS, JaCk POttS, Amy Reeder, MakenZie Shearer,
Vicky Shoemaker, Joseph Smith, Gwen Swisher,

Laura Tate, Ann Wimsatt, William Wilson, Stella
DON’T FORGET TO VOTE TUESDAY, Wright and Ashley.
Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman and Max Wilson who are
serving our Country.

NOVEMBER 5!!

STEWARDSHIP

As we prepare to thank God for all of our blessings at Thanksgiving, we should also reflect on our stewardship to God
throughout the year. We “give back” to God what we can —in our time, in our efforts to support the work of the church,
and in our financial gifts. Kathryn and I give 20% of our income to charity. Our checks to our churches are the first ones
written each month. This has been part of our spiritual life for our 37 years of marriage.

We give because we love the Church and want to assist in whatever ways we can the mission of God where we live and
in the wider world. All that we have comes from God. How can we not show our thanks in tangible ways?

About twenty-five households pledge to St. Mark’s, and their pledges constitute about 53% of our income; 40% comes
from endowment. | know that all retirees live on fixed incomes (I'm one of them), but | ask you to be as generous as you
can to support the work of our church.

St. Mark’s is a gift to us; may we be a gift to future generations. Financial support is important
not just as an expression of our faith, love, and thanksgiving but also recognition that the
church has on-going financial expenses.

The budget for 2020 will be approved by the vestry at its November meeting, and we will pre-
sent it to the parish at our Annual Meeting on December 15. We will also elect three members
to serve a three-year term on vestry.

Attend
We need YOUR pledge cards returned to the church office as soon as possible but by no later % .
than Sunday, November 24. %be"bw I?AA'P

2

PLANNED GIVING: EXPRESSING YOUR HOPE

AND LOVE God of everlasting love, who provides all things, we pray

for all people: make your way known to them, your saving
Speaking of St. Mark’s endow- power among all nations. We commend to your fatherly
ment income reminds me that goodness all who are afflicted or distressed in body, mind
or circumstances., relieve them according to their needs,
giving them patience in their sufferings, and deliverance
from their afflictions. This we ask for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Saviour. Amen.

. Kathryn and | have recently
“#4 updated our wills. We wanted
to leave bequests to people
and institutions we love. You

can guess at the people (children and grandchildren),
but what about institutions? We remembered the

colleges and universities where we went to school and also Penn State (particularly the University Library and the
French department where Kathryn taught for 44 years). But we were also careful to remember our churches — St.
John’s-Bellefonte and St. Mark’s. We know that the future financial health of both churches depends on their endow-
ments. St. Mark’s currently has slightly more than one million dollars in its endowment, which generates about
$50,000 for our annual budget. The vestry is committed to increasing that amount.

Where did our endowment come from? People like you, people who loved their church and remembered St. Mark’s
in their wills. Endowments aren’t magic; they are decisions that you and | make.

Let me tell you about a couple who understood “planned giving” and wrote their wills when they were in good health.

When | served the church in Renovo, | got to know and love Charlotte and Irvin (Beanie) Edler. Charlotte was baptized,
confirmed, and married in Trinity-Renovo. | was with her when Beanie died in the Williamsport Hospital, and he was
buried from the church. They were pillars of the church — faithful in worship and giving. Charlotte worked for the
phone company; Beanie worked for several local companies. They lived frugally in the house where Beanie grew up.
Their only hint of luxury were Beanie’s truck and Charlotte’s Toyota Avalon.

| saw Charlotte just before she died in 2018 and presided at her funeral. A couple of weeks after her death, her lawyer
called me to tell me that the church would receive a bequest from their estate. You can read about their will because
it made the news: http://therecord-online.com/site/archives/54262. The story is entitled “Citizens of Good Will.” The
Edlers left $200,000 to their church and generous gifts to the local public library, the SPCA, the Fire Company, and $1
million to the Masonic Village in Elizabethtown.

The late Billy Graham said that there’s no U-haul behind the hearse. The Edlers knew that! They loved their church
and other organizations; and they gave generously to support them.

As we remember the dear souls of who gone before us on All Saints Day, let us remember the citizens of good will
who put their worldly estate to benefit those who come after them.


https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fprosperitylaw.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F10%2Flastwill2.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fprosperitylaw.net%2Fyour-last-will-and-testament-securing-and-storing-part-2%2F&docid=zK1V0uQ4hhD6VM&tbnid=c-JvReMM
http://therecord-online.com/site/archives/54262

TRIP TO ST. STEPHEN’S CATHEDRAL

On October 23, sixteen folks from St. Mark’s went to see an exhibition of modern
icons at St. Stephen’s Cathedral. We had wonderful hospitality: lunch in the Bishop’s
Parlor and then expert guides (Father Bill Murphy and Anne Yellott). Each of us was
struck by the beauty of the icons, especially since they were exhibited in an Episco-
pal cathedral. These pictures are not adequate — you needed to see it with your own

eyes.

The group had so much fun that we’re considering future trips to other parishes. Did
you know that in 2020, St. James-Lancaster will be celebrating its 275" year? To
commemorate this event, the city historical museum is exhibiting many documents
and artifacts for this long history. If you would be interested in going to Lancaster as
a group — and then perhaps doing some shopping —please let Father John know.

FUNERAL PLANNING GUIDELINES

All Saints Days is a good reminder that all of us are mortal
dust to dust, ashes to ashes. This is a good month to take
care of some practical matters. Do you have a will? Do
you have a health care directive? And have you complet-
ed St. Mark’s funeral planning guide? If you have made
your will, have you remembered St. Mark’s? Generous
bequests are an important element of our annual budget.

Your family and parish will be grateful for your loving
attention to these matters.

MEN’S BREAKFAST

Join us on the first Saturday of the month
(8AM) at the OIP in Burnham. Come for the
meal and fellowship.

Thanks to everyone
who helped with these
activities! They are a
great deal of work for
a small community,
and our community
appreciates very much what we are doing.
The ECW raised about $600 through the sale
of apple dumplings alone.

The ECW uses the money they raise in their
fund raisers to donate to various organiza-
tions, including St. Barnabas, the Shippens-
burg Home, and Scholarships. The ECW
also gives $100/month to the Operating Ac-
count of St. Mark’s!

All women of the Episcopal Church are con-
sidered members of this group. Please join
them the first Wednesday of the month at
11:30 a.m.

D10CESAN CONVENTION: SHAPED BY FAITH

On October 18-19, Joyce Hart and I represented St. Mark’s at our an-
nual convention, which was held this year in Harrisburg. The Diocese
does a fantastic job of helping delegates prepare to do the business of
the church: all of the documents from resolutions to budgets are on the
website (https://diocesecpa.org/diocesan-convention/). All of the ser-
vices are “streamed,” including the bishop’s address.

SHAPED BY [{\117]

“Shaped by Faith” (https://diocesecpa.org/shapedbyfaith/)is a three-year initiative designed to help us understand and
address the changing demographics of church life. Everybody knows that churches today have many fewer members
than 25 years ago (https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/attendance-at-religious-services/). About one-
third of Protestants attend church weekly. Just after World War II, the percentage was 75%.

In 2009 our Sunday attendance was in the 80s; today it’s in the 20’s. We have had 53 funerals since 2010. Of the sixty
parishes in the diocese, many have only a half dozen people on Sundays. In rural areas, there are simply no ordained
clergy to offer Eucharist more than once a month. Only ten of our 60 parishes have full-time priests; most priests are
part-time (many are retirees), and graduates from seminary simply cannot afford to have a part-time vocation with no
benefits. In the old days, every church had a full-time priest; those days are gone.

This is the reality for our Diocese.

So what is God’s plan? The answer is: we need to discover it together. The goal is to have the Diocese be “right shaped.”
We will be organized in such a way that we are empowered to serve God’s mission with vitality and strength. Parishes
should have a “right-sized ministry for the size of the congregation.” This means that parishes will have sustainable fi-
nancial plans for operating and signs of vitality for mission.

What is God’s plan for St. Mark’s? We’ll work with the Diocese in a year or so in conjunction with other churches in our
convocation. We will find invitations to collaboration and resource sharing. We will share good ideas and step up to the
challenge of finding new ways to be God’s church in central Pennsylvania.

As we move into a new church year, may we pray each day the Collect adopted by our Diocese as part of our “Shaped
by Faith” initiative: “God of wisdom and love, in whom we find our joy: Help us to listen for your Word and to discern
your way forward for our Church. Give us the insight to hold on to what is true, the courage to explore new ideas, and
the boldness to create with you. Let us be Shaped by Faith for your mission; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. AMEN.”

UPDATE ON ST. MARK’S COLUMBARIUM AND PET PROPERTY UPDATE

CEMETERY This month we will install a fire alarm system that
will monitor the church, parish hall, and rectory. If

Our Community Columbarium continues to meet the needs of peo- a fire is detected, the system will contact the local
ple in our community. Twelve of the 40 niches have now been spo- fire department. We will equip the church with a
ken for, and two other people have asked for the paper work. | as- Knox box, which the fire department will use to
sure you that there is no rush to occupy the niche just because you enter the church in an emergency.

have purchased it! The cost is $1,000, and while cost should not be
the deciding factor, please consider these advantages over tradi-
tional interment in a cemetery.

You will notice that the ushers now have a small
tablet computer in the church during our service.
What are they doing -- shopping on Ebay or Ama-
zon? Hardly. They are monitoring the entrances
and hallways of our buildings. Such monitoring
was recommended by our Safety Committee.

No need for separate urns (self-contained urn/niche construction).
Above ground burial of cremated remains.

Sacred context of church’s memorial garden.

Public space in a notable and historic location within the borough.

We have also created a Pet Cemetery and will advertise it regularly

in The Sentinel. Our price is lower than at other cemeteries and in-
cludes plot, casket, and the burial itself.

NEXT BREAK BREAD TOGETHER MEAL
The loss of a pet bring profound grief as Kathryn and | know — and WILL BE TUESDAY' NOVEMBER 19’
as Jeff and Robin Wilson know. All of us lost beloved pets in Octo-
ber. FOLLOWED BY VESTRY MEETING!



https://diocesecpa.org/diocesan-convention/
https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/attendance-at-religious-services/

