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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
21 S MAIN STREET
LEWISTOWN, P& 17044

The Mission of St. Mark’s
We gather to celebrate as the family of God, that we may be
fed spiritually through the Sacraments and teachings of the
Holy Scriptures, in order that we serve others in the love of
Christ.
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FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTION

When we soon return to worship, you will notice many new things, some of them we Episcopal cuon ¥
quite old. The first is our new signboard outside the church. The original was a welcomes you
memorial gift circa 1960, but its odd size (37”x41’) made a replacement difficult,

especially since no manufacturers makes replacement parts for the brittle, broken
letters. Worship at 10:00AM

Sunday & Wednesday

In the parish house you will see three restored memorial win- All are welcome!
dows in memory of the parents of Diane Carter, Kathryn R foin T Harwosd  Evlk recereimerk tovoms.org
~ Grossman, and John Harwood. These were part of the vives are stremmed

L “second” St. Mark’s building and have been retrieved from
the church basement.

es are streamed on
h

In our Historical Gallery are many new pictures, including a
rare 1902 $10 bill issued by Russell National Bank that is

| much larger than standard currency as well as an 1844 bill that depicts slavery (look close-
| ly at the agricultural scene in the center — those aren’t farm workers). Between the two
bills is an Rx for medicinal whiskey during Prohibition. The physician was Dr. Banks, the
father-in-law of Ginny Banks. My own father wrote prescriptions for Methodists, who
were not allowed to drink alcohol for recreational purposes, but I’d never seen one until
Dr. Banks’ popped up on eBay.

My personal favorites are the image of the beautiful bridge on Main Street that is now be-
ing replaced by one without much charm as well of as the open-air “bus” for the Lewis-
town-Bellefonte route. Imagine going over Seven Mountains in that vehicle. If that
doesn’t suit you, rent a horse or buggy from a local company. They even give the mileage
to various towns; note that State College isn’t on the list.

Inside the church you will two beautiful chairs restored to their rightful place in the chan-

, cel. These chairs date from the 1840s and were designated as the chairs for the Bishop and
il Priest. For unknown reasons, we have kept in the outer narthex where we have neither
heat nor air conditioning. Why do we keep the Bishop’s chair when she is with us physi-
cally only once or twice a year? Because she’s always with us in spirit, and she is sitting
in for — representing — our Lord. We keep his chair for him because we are awaiting his
return.

You will also see a “new” altar in the chancel. With this altar
the priest can face the congregation throughout the service, a
practice that became normative in Episcopal churches in E
1965. Where did it come from? I believe that it was the origi-
nal altar from 1824, which was made locally. When the new
church was built in the 1880s, this was too precious to discard, so it was used as a [ E®
lectern. The parish put a new top on it for the annual meetings, but it has other- ;1
wise been neglected. We restore it to its original purpose in 2020, thanks be to
God. I have asked Bishop Scanlon to consecrate it along with our sanctus bell and g-

our glorious new windows.

My own life has been personally affected by COVID in several ways. Last week a
long-time friend died at Mt. Nittany hospital of congestive heart failure. I was un-
able to visit him in person in his last month of life; there will be no memorial ser-

vice for at least six months and probably a year. Last week I had my monthly pre-
marital phone call with a couple planning a large wedding for late August in San



http://www.stmark-lewistown.org

Diego. We had been meeting together for six months, and now they’ve decided to postpone
the event until August 2021. Finally, my dear friend Father Selvage lost his mother recently.
He could not be with her at her passing, and we cannot hold a funeral at St. John’s-Bellefonte.

My biggest single worry? The economic losses for families, businesses, and public institu-
tions. With 36.5 Americans jobless, some of them are in Mifflin County.

When and how will Lewistown feel these effects? And how will St. Mark’s respond to new
needs not just of our members but of the community?

Lord have mercy upon us.
Father John+

RETURNING TO WORSHIP AT ST. MARK'S

3 How long have we been gone? It feels like forever and a day

\ ‘, (actually, March 7) since we worshiped at the church. With the
Like a GO“ Pl blessing of Bishop Audrey Scanlon and our vestry, we will return
i to worship on Wednesday, May 27, and Pentecost, May 31.

Stay Over Thefe ¥ When you come, you'll notice some changes.

¥ While we are resuming worship IN church, COVID has certain-
ly not left central Pennsylvania, so we will follow guidelines rec-
ommended by the Bishop, Governor Wolf, and health authorities. This letter describes those
changes. I ask that you

o Wear masks throughout the service.

o Practice social distancing by sitting in alternate rows. Only families can sit together.

o Use the hand sanitizer available m the pews.

o Pick up the service bulletin as you enter the church.

« Put your offering in the alms basin at the rear of the church before the service begins.
o Avoid hugs or handshakes, even at the Peace.

e Recerve the communion wafer in your pew - I will come to you. If you prefer not to receive,
I will bless you instead.

o Leave quietly after the service - there 1s no coffee hour.

Even 1f this list sounds like the new 10 Commandments for 2020, such changes support
the common good and help us be good neighbors. If you are uncomfortable returning to
church at this ime, we will understand, and I will bring you communion at home. Please
complete the enclosed postcard and mail it back to the church as soon as possible to let
us know your plans.

You can also worship via the Internet or telephone.

We look forward to a combination of Pentecost and homecoming on May 31. May the
Holy Spinit fill you and our parish with faith, hope and love.

Mifflin County Student Athletes are First Class!

The Mifflin County Girls' Varsity Lacrosse team
shared 13 boxes of food and personal care items
with Mother Hubbard's Cupboard (a ministry of
St. Mark's Episcopal Church). Freshman defen-
sive player Karen Treaster is shown presenting a
check for $100 from the Girls' Lacrosse Booster
Club. Should you wish to contribute to this min-
istry in any way or if you find yourself in need of
help, please stop in at the facility located on West
Water Street near South Main Street Lewistown
during regular hours or call The Cupboard at 717-
248-9383

YET ANOTHER SYMPTOM OF CORONAVIRUS—BEING TESTY!11?2??

I was in a long line at 6:45 a.m. today at the grocery store that opened at 7 for seniors only. A young man
came from the parking lot and tried to cut in at the front of the line, but an old lady beat him back into the
parking lot with her cane. He returned and tried to cut in again but an old man punched him in the gut, then
kicked him to the ground and rolled him away. As he approached the line for the 3rd time he said, "If you
don't let me unlock the door, you'll never get in there."

“ Just to be clear,

the Church has not been closed,
t doesn't need to be re-opened.
have simply stopped worshipping
in our buildings for a time
tect the health & well-being
eople & our communities.
does not require a building

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

6—Joe Sikorsky
11—Naomi Richard
11—James Xanthopoulos
19— Haley Young
20—Bill Gillispie
22—John Michael Aitkin
30—Susan Beers

shutterstock.com « 318552485

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR
HAND: LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY,
ON YOUR SERVANT N. AS (§)HE BE-
GINS ANOTHER YEAR. GRANT THAT
(SJHE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND
GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST
IN YOUR GOODNESS; THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN.

QHaPU.

Fathers
*‘Day ¥




MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD .

In May Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard served slightly fewer peo- -
ple than the month before, probably because people have re-
ceived stimulus checks. We have implemented new safety pro-
cedures to help protect both our volunteers and our chients, dis-
tributing the food outside our building.

v i

Hunger does not go into quarantine. Our schools have fed many :m
poor children during the school year, and many local restaurants =
have distributed lunches during the shutdown. Who will feed

) Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard....
them next month and during the summer?

Continuing to feed the hungry.

HOME VISITATIONS AND PASTORAL
NEEDS

BRFEAKING BREAD TOGETHER

On May 26 we served a tasty
take-out meal of fried chicken.
We distributed the meal 1n
front of the church, and all of us
wore masks and gloves. We
were glad to see familiar faces
and to meet some new people,
but 1t was very clear to me that
many of our regulars come as much for the fel-
lowship as for the for the months to come.

Father John will be doing all of the pastoral
visitations to minimize the health risks to
other members of the parish. He will fol-
low the same safeguards as we are using for
communion at St. Mark’s. If you would
like him to visit you, please contact him
(tharwood@comecast.net or 814-571-0687).
He will follow appropriate safety guidelines
when he 1s with you.

8 WAYS TO WORSHIP: IN THE PEW, THE INTERNET, OR PHONE

Even when we return to the church for worship, we still continue our services
on Sundays and Wednesdays at 10AM. You can connect easily by the Inter-
net or a toll-free call.

You do NOT need to have an account on Facebook or Zoom to partici-
pate; a telephone will suffice. I will email you the Sunday service materi- WﬂRSI'III'
als, including the readings and the music for the hymns. Go to either ad-

dress below to participate by Internet.

e https://www.facebook.com/stmarksepiscopalchurchlewistownpa/live
e https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82334928109 (meeting ID 823 34928109)
e By phone: +1 646 558 8656 Meeting ID: 823 3492 8109

St. Mark’s Prayer List

Prayer List: Patty Attivo, Jacqueline Benevento, Michelle Bitner, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger, Bob
Briar, Lisa Briar, Linda Burger, Tyler Burris, Dottie Casner, Peggy Collins, Lew Copenhaver, Heather
Creighton, Bishop Michael Curry, Amanda Ergler, Shirley Ferguson, Richard Flood, Marcia Folk, Dick Gib-
boney, Kathryn Grossman, Thomas Hart, Kassidy Hendricks, Josh Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler,
Bruce Kinsey, Judy Kline, James Krepps, Martie Marquez, Pam Lawson, Hugh McKee, Marsha Lynch-
Mock, Austin James Moore, David Moore, Landon Musser, Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, Carol Potts,
Jack Potts, Amy Reeder, Sattler, Makenzie Shearer, Vicky Shoemaker, Joseph Smith, Gwen Swisher, Laura
Tate, Henry Walk, Jackie Walk, Ann Wimsatt, William Wilson, Stella Wright and Ashley.

Pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman and Max Wilson who are serving our Country

God of everlasting love, who provides all things, we pray for all people: make your way known to them, your
saving power among all nations. We commend to your fatherly goodness all who are afflicted or distressed in
body, mind or circumstances.; relieve them according to their needs, giving them patience in their sufferings,
and deliverance from their afflictions. This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ST. MARK'S MEN’S GROUP

Our parish expenses continue. Just like you, we We will resume our breakfast meet-
must pay for insurance, utilities, and routine re-
pairs. We mow the cemetery lawn every two
weeks; we have more than 13 acres, and 1t costs
$700 per mowing. We pay our sexton and house-
keeper to keep our three buildings in good order;

Mother Hubbard's costs continue each month,

mgs when the restaurants reopen.

and they will rise sharply because of the economic
hardship affecting so many people in coming
months.

You can make your contributions in person on
Sundays or Wednesdays or mail your checks to

the church: 21 South Main Street, Lewistown, PA COMMITTEE REPORTS (CEMETERY

17044. AND COLUMBARIUM, PASTORAL

You can also contribute online: CARE, PROPERTY, AND SAFETY)

Our major work this month has been
Just go to this secure website and scroll down to to adapt the diocesan guidelines to the
Lewistown; you'll find St. Mark's there, and you needs of St. Mark’s as we return to
can make a onetime or on- go- worship and pastoral visits. Ushers
ing contribution. I tried it in Oﬂ’erin will have new roles and responsibili-
ties to have us be safe, including tak-

https://diocesecpa.org/stewardship

April, and it worked great. EHVGIO es
)\ ing attendance in case we need to re-
\f////;;:; \\3 spond to requests for contact tracing.
/:/”’;/e - In June we will look again at projects

and prioritize them.
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