St. Mark’s Messenger
November 2020

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS

October ended with a bang: a full moon, a blue moon, Halloween, a Penn State game
against Ohio State with zero spectators, and the end of daylight savings time. More
exciting to me is the completion of the Potters Mill highway project - what a beautiful
work of construction. It was worth the wait.

November is an important
month in the life of this parish
and for me personally. [ am not
talking about Thanksgiving,
deer season, or Black Friday
sales either. When we celebrate
the Feast of All Saints on
Sunday, I am also marking the
thirteenth anniversary of my
baptism. Yes, [ was baptized at
the age of 60 - better late than
never.

November is always an
especially rich month in the life
of the Church as well. This month begins with All Saints Day and ends with Christ the
King Sunday followed by the first Sunday in Advent. What other month has so many
major days’?
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All Saints Day is traditionally one of THE four big days for baptisms, but since we have
no candidates this year, we will all renew our baptismal covenant. On my chest I will
wear an Ethiopian Coptic baptismal pendant that all new Christians receive.

We first commemorate the faithful who, according to the church, have achieved
heavenly status. We also remember family and friends, the unsung saints of the world
and the lights of our lives. I will remember especially my teachers as well as my parents,
grandparents, sisters, and in-laws and I will light a candle in their memory.

These feast days are important because they are the only church holidays set aside to
tend to our grief and loss. When we experience grief on Good Friday and Holy
Saturday, our sadness is for the suffering and death of Christ.

All Saints’ Day is for us, for remembering the people we loved, who were important to
us, who made an impact on our lives and then died and left us behind. All Souls Day
gives us a chance to remember ALL of the special people who shaped our lives and who
have joined the great cloud of witnesses.

On November 22, we celebrate Christ the King Sunday - the last Sunday of the church
year. We begin Advent on November 29, starting the new church year. We will bid

farewell to the Gospel of Matthew and become reacquainted with the earliest gospel,
Mark.

Celebrating our ancestors in the faith, those men and women, some unknown, some
esteemed, who lived and died furthering the Christian faith and nurturing ours, that is
the “holy day” the church needs to hold up to the world on All Saints’ Day.

VOTING

All of us should vote on or before November 3. “As the people of the United States
cast their votes for the office of president and many other offices throughout the land,”
writes Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, “we gather to pray to the God who is the

Creator of us all. We pray that we might learn to stand and hold each other’s hands as
the children of God.”
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Let us remember the wise words of an Anglican priest, John Wesley. He met with his
parishioners in October, 1774, and recorded what he said in his diary “I met those of
our society who had votes in the ensuing election, and advised them:

1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy
2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and

3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other
side.”

These are wise words for us in 2020. No election will mask the real differences we have
about the best way for our community, state, or nation, but we are called to recognize
and respect all of our citizens regardless of their views and speak civilly to them.

Pray especially for those who influence public opinion:

Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our
time, we pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they
may do their part in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will
righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer)

APPLE DUMPLING SALE

Thanks to everyone who helped! The ECW raised $923 for the church and delighted
many people in the community who have a sweet tooth. Don’t even ask me how many
pounds of sugar are in Sharon’s recipe.

FUNERAL PLANNING GUIDELINES

All Saints’ Day is a good reminder that all of us are mortal: dust to dust, ashes to ashes.
This is a good month to take care of some practical matters. Do you have a will? Do
you have a health care directive! And have you completed St. Mark’s funeral planning
guide!?

If you have made your will, have you remembered St. Mark’s? Generous bequests are
an important element of our annual budget.

Your family and parish will be grateful for your loving attention to these matters. Please
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see Father John to discuss your plans so that we will have them on record.
ADULT EDUCATION FROM HOME ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS

This five-week course will
explore God’s presence in a
time of pandemic and reflect
on what a Christian response
looks like - biblically,
historically, and theologically.
The series will be led by Father
John Harwood and Father
Carlos de la Torre (St. John's,
Bellefonte). Members of St.
Mark’s, Lewistown, and the
wider Altoona Convocation
(the local, regional body of
Episcopal parishes) are invited

God and the Pandemic

A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus [Ty

A five-week learning series beginning
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 at 7:00 P.M.

The Adult forum returns this
month in an online format.
Our focus will be on God and the pandemic. How do Christians come to terms with
the meaning of thousands of premature deaths and the economic hardships caused by
the world turned upside down.

All sessions will be offered through Zoom and on Wednesday evenings at 7-8PM.
October 14 - God’s Sovereignty and the Pandemic

October 21 - Jesus: The Ultimate Sign October 28 - A Christian Response (Part I)
November 4 - A Christian Response (Part II) November 11 - Where do we go from
here? Zoom link (use the same link for each

meeting): https://us02web.zoom.us/i/85401394897pwd=QVFMbnZKZ1FZMG9YMj
hLeW91ZDZkOTO9 Password: 605901

Here’s another opportunity for you as well through the Diocese: a chance to learn
about evangelism in a 2-hour webinar.

St. Mark’s Messenger 4


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85401394897?pwd=QVFMbnZKZ1FZMG9YMjhLeW91ZDZkQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85401394897?pwd=QVFMbnZKZ1FZMG9YMjhLeW91ZDZkQT09

Living Evangelism
During a Pandemic Webinar
October 31, 2020 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

How do we continue to make the most of every opportunity for evangelism in our new
hybrid on-line and offline world? Two church leaders, The Rev. Sr. Ingrid Andersen,
and The Rev. Matthew Best will be our guides for deepening and strengthening
practices of evangelism. Learn more about this experience in this video. Register for the
webinar here.

MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD AND “BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER”

K On October 27, we served 60+ people a delicious takeout meal of
” soup from Michele’s and a sub from OIP. Folk were grateful for
A S the meal but really miss the fellowship in our parish house. We

found an efficient “traffic flow” for distributing the meals. Mother
Hubbard’s Cupboard is now using our Parish House to distribute food. We are
following all of the recommended policies for COVID safety: masks, distancing, and
hand sanitizers. In October we served 187 people: 55 families (4 of them new) and 10
new individuals. Between MHC and Breaking Bread, St. Mark’s provided food to
about 250 of our neighbors.

MHC is grateful to our donors, both large and small, who enable our increasingly
important work to be done. We are proud to say that every penny donated to The
Cupboard goes to direct help. The generosity of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church covers all
over-head and administrative costs associated with The Cupboard’s operation; the time,
talents, and unflagging energy of our volunteers provide the human power necessary to
carry out its mission.

Jesus was very specific: If you love me, feed my sheep. If you have two coats, give one

away to someone who has none. Quite a few parishioners have made gifts to help
MHC. Can you join them?

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
6—Beth Birch
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8—Cam Auxer

25—Mary Beth Pietropaulo

27—Tracey McKee

30—Marshal Lynch-Mock and Debra Diven

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND: LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON
YOUR SERVANT M. AS (S) HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR. GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY
GROW IN WISDOM AND GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR
GOODNESS; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN.

STEWARDSHIP 2020

As we prepare to thank God for all of our blessings at Thanksgiving, we should also
reflect on our stewardship to God throughout the year. We “give back” to God what we
can - in our time, in our efforts to support the work of the church, and in our financial
gifts. Kathryn and I give 20% of our income to charity. Our checks to our churches are
the first ones we write each month. This has been part of our spiritual life for our 38
years of marriage.

We give because we love the Church and want to assist in whatever ways we can the
mission of God where we live and in the wider world. All that we have comes from
God. How can we not show our thanks in tangible ways?

About twenty-five households pledge to St. Mark’s, and their pledges constitute about
53% of our income; 40% comes from endowment. I know that all retirees live on fixed
incomes (I'm one of them), but [ ask you to be as generous as you can to support the
work of our church.

St. Mark’s is a gift to us; may we be a gift to future generations. Financial support is
important not just as an expression of our faith, love, and thanksgiving but also
recognition that the church has on-going financial expenses.

The budget for 2021 will be approved by the vestry at its November meeting, and we
will present it to the parish at our Annual Meeting on December 13, which will we hold
in the church immediately after our service. We will also elect two new members to
serve a threeyear term as well as our delegates to the Diocesan Convention next

October.
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We need YOUR pledge cards returned to the church office by Sunday, November 8.
We nee your faithful attendance in worship and and the work of the parish. God asks
for a share of our time, talents, and money.

PLANNED GIVING: EXPRESSING YOUR HOPE AND LOVE

When I served the Episcopal church in Renovo, I got
to know and love Charlotte and Irvin (Beanie) Edler.
Charlotte was baptized, confirmed, and married in
Trinity-Renovo. I was with her when Beanie died in
the Williamsport Hospital, and he was buried from
the church. They were pillars of the church - faithful
in worship and giving. Charlotte worked for the
phone company; Beanie worked for several local
companies. They lived frugally in the house where
Beanie grew up. Their only hint of luxury were
Beanie’s truck and Charlotte’s Toyota Avalon.

[ saw Charlotte just before she died in 2018 and presided at her funeral. A couple of
weeks after her death, her lawyer called me to tell me that the church would receive a
bequest from their estate. You can read about their will because it made the news:
http://therecord-online.com/site/archives/54262. The story is entitled “Citizens of
Good Will.” The Edlers left $200,000 to their church and generous gifts to the local
public library, the SPCA, the Fire Company, and $1 million to the Masonic Village in
Elizabethtown.

The late Billy Graham said that there’s

| no U-haul behind the hearse. The
Edlers knew that! They loved their
church and other organizations; and

' they gave generously to support them in
' this life and beyond.

As we remember the dear souls of
who gone before us on All Saints Day,
let us remember the citizens of good
will who put their worldly estate to benefit those who come after them.
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PROPERTY UPDATE

The Vestry is prioritizing the needs for 2021 and beyond. The parish office needs some
loving attention, not just to replace the worn-out carpet but to re-arrange file cabinets
and furniture so that we have more workable space. The new copier has been installed
and works great, and we hope that the roofing job and the installation of the speaker in
the parish house will be completed soon.

PRAY FOR PEOPLE ON OUR PRAYER LIST

Prayer List: Patty Attivo, Jacqueline Benevento, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger, Bob
Briar, Lisa Briar, Tyler Burris, Dottie Casner, Peggy Collins, Lew Copenhaver, Heather
Creighton, Amanda Ergler, Shirley Ferguson, Richard Flood, Marcia Folk, Mike
Gillispie , Josh Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler, Bruce Kinsey, Judy Kline, James
Krepps, Martie Marquez, Pam Lawson, Hugh McKee, Judy Kline, Marsha Lynch-Mock,
Austin James Moore, David Moore, Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, Amy Reeder,
Catherine Schweibert, Makenzie Shearer, Vicky Shoemaker, Joseph Smith, Danny
Snyder, Gwen Swisher, Steven Sunday and Family, Laura Tate, Henry and Jackie Walk,
Evelyn Wilson, Bill Wilson, Stella and Ashley Wright.

We pray for Lloyd A. Gessaman and Max Wilson, who are serving our country.

TOYS FOR TOTS

Christmas is just around the corner, and for many families in Lewistown, it will be a
tough time because of the economy and other family circumstances. This year we will
partner with the Salvation Army because their facility is so much larger than our parish
house and even has a loading dock and freight elevator. We'll need help unloading the

toys on Wednesday, November 18, at 8:30 and distributing them to families on
December 20-21.

Because of COVID, we will take the bag of toys to the parents’ car. To avoid the rush,
parents must reserve a time. This year even Santa will wear a mask. Please let Father
John know if you are able to help on November 18.
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;God loves People

and Pets
te

St. Mark's Pet Cemetery offers a
final resting place for your beloved
companions. We have burial spaces
for small, medium, and large pets at
very reasonable prices.

e

For more information, please contact
St. Mark’s by phone at 717-248-8327
or email at info@stmark-lewistown.org

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
21 South Main Street
Lewistown, PA

THE EPZ.SCO]:MZZ CHURCH E1—

welcomes you

UPDATE ON ST. MARK’S
COLUMBARIUM AND PET
CEMETERY Our Community
Columbarium continues to meet
the needs of people in our
community. Twelve of the 40
niches have now been spoken for,
and two other people have asked
for the paper work. I assure you
that there is no rush to occupy the
niche just because you have
purchased it! The cost is $1,000,
and while cost should not be the
deciding factor, please consider
these advantages over traditional
interment in a cemetery.

1. No need for separate urns
(self-contained urn/niche
construction).

2. Above ground burial of
cremated remains.

3. Sacred context of church’s
memorial garden.

4. Public space in a notable and historic location within the borough.
We have also created a Pet Cemetery and will advertise it regularly in

The Sentinel. Our price is lower than at other cemeteries and includes plot, casket, and

the burial itself.

The loss of a pet bring profound grief. Did you know that Father John offers pet

funerals at the request of families?
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DIOCESAN CONVENTION AND SHAPED BY FAITH

On October 17, Blair Hannon and |
represented St. Mark’s at our 150
annual convention, which was held this

year via Zoom. 187 folks listened, SHAPED BY IEHB

learned, voted, and affirmed the work of
the Diocese in these trying times.

“Shaped by Faith” (https://diocesecpa.org/shapedbyfaith/)is a three-year initiative
designed to help us understand and address the changing demographics of church life.
Our representatives are Blair Hannon, Hal Jenkinson, and Father John.

Everybody knows that churches today have many fewer members than 25 years ago
(https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/attendance-atreligious-

services/). About one-third of Protestants attend church weekly. Just after World War

I am an Episcopalian because a friend invited me
to church. I am because of six centuries of music
that is so beautiful it brings tears to my eyes. [ am
because we are a body of believers who can say
that we are truly sorry and we humbly repent. I
am because we have women behind the altar and
men on the altar guild. I am because all are
welcome to the table of the feast that fills my
heart. I am an Episcopalian because this is where

I found my life, and because this is where God

blessed me just the way I needed to be blessed.

— Kendall Lockerman
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75%. At St. Mark’s,
about one-third of our
membership attend
services and contribute
financially to the
ministry of the parish.

We have had 57
funerals since 2010. Of
the sixty parishes in the
diocese, many have only
a half dozen people on
Sundays. In rural areas,
there are simply no
ordained clergy to offer
Eucharist more than
once a month. Only
ten of our 60 parishes
have full-time priests;
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most priests are part-time (many are retirees and several are Lutherans), and graduates
from seminary simply cannot afford to have a part-time vocation with no benefits.

In the old days, every church had a full-time priest; those days are gone. This is the
reality for our Diocese and St. Mark’s.

So what is God’s plan for us? The answer is: we need to discover it together.

The goal is to have the Diocese be “right shaped.” We will be organized in such a way
that we are empowered to serve God’s mission with vitality and strength. Parishes
should have a “rightsized ministry for the size of the congregation.” This means that
parishes need sustainable financial plans for operating and signs of vitality for mission.

WISH LIST

Our parish house began its life as “Saint Mark’s Chapel” in 1878. This was the place
where the parish worshiped during the construction of our current church, which was
completed in 1894. We brought the small altar and baptismal font for use in the
interim.

At first in the new church, we had no memorial windows, but over the next hundred
years, the original windows were replaced (we have only one now). At the top of these
windows were traditional Christian symbols, and these were saved in the basement
under the church. Jim Cherry found them, and Epiphany has restored them to their
original beauty. They were adopted as memorials by Diane Carter (for her parents and
Rick’s), Kathryn Grossman (for her parents), Father John (for his parents), Deb
Vaughn (for Larry), and Ginny Banks (for her husband).

Who would like to adopt the remaining windows pictured below? All are part of St.
Mark’s history and heritage.
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The cost is $580 per window. Please see Father John if you are interested. When you
visit the parish house today during daylight hours, it looks and feels like a chapel
because of these memorials. God promises to renew all things - we can see these old
windows renewed with our own eyes. In the next Messenger, I will explain the
symbolism of each window.

CONTACTING FATHER JOHN

The best way is by phone: home (814-235-1198) or cell (814-571-0687). Another way is

by email (jtharwood@comcast.net).
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