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St. Mark’s Messenger 
October 2020 

 

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS 
 
Take a really close look at this photo of St. Mark’s in 1895 and 
count the number and variety of crosses. Can you tell me how 
many we have today?  

  We have at least one Celtic cross in the basement that 
we really should restore to a place of prominence. It is a 
powerful symbol of who we are and what our mission is. I really 
wish that we still had the steeple on St. Mark’s Chapel (now 
known as our parish house).    
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As you look closely at the picture, notice that Main Street is not 
paved. Nor are there street lights. The house next to the parish 
house was the rectory, and I wonder if the man in front of the 
church was the priest. In the 1930s, the house was taken down 
and a new rectory built facing Water Street; where the house 
stands became our St. Francis Memorial Garden. 
 
But anyone who looked at this building at 21 South Main 
Street would know it was a church from our five crosses. 
We have many crosses and crucifixes inside the church as well. 
Above our altar is the image of Christus Rex (Christ the King). 
Our Lord’s arms are still outstretched as though He is still on 
the cross, but this is the risen Christ, come to reign in glory. 
Behind the pulpit is a large brass cross. We have a crucifix on 
the front of the new altar because it is a perfect reminder of the 
body and blood of our Lord central to communion. Blair and I 
always pectoral crosses (I have three different ones that 
emphasize different themes), and when he processes into the 
church, he carries the cross.  
 
Why so many? Psychologists who have studied the effect of 
symbols on people have shown that when Christians see a cross, 
they are reminded to be kinder and more gentle. But another 
reason is simpler: they are not only beautiful to behold but also 
symbolize a profound story of love and sacrifice. Many of us 
cross ourselves as part of our prayer life – another reminder of 
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross for us. Many of our favorite 
hymns feature the cross: “The Old Rugged Cross,” “Gladly the 
Cross I’d Bear,”  
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” and many others. 
 
Crosses are not “good luck” charms or talismans to ward off evil 
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spirit. You have heard, I’m sure that if you encounter 
werewolves and vampires on Halloween, you can ward them off 
by holding up a cross. Garlic is also said to be a powerful 
weapon. 
 
October is a time for harvest and preparing for winter. With 
shorter days and cooler nights, we will have time to take stock 
of ourselves and the world around us. COVID has turned 
almost everything upside down, but what remains despite our 
masks and our social distances? Listen for God’s word in 
Scripture. Hear the inspiration and consolation, the guidance 
and the nudging. My theme for sermons will be stewardship of 
our time, our commitments, and our resources – and 
thanksgiving for blessings received.  
 
I ask you to give thanks and to serve your neighbors in whatever 
way you can.  
 
Father John+ 

Adult Forum 
Returns! 
The Adult forum 
returns this month 
in an online format. 
Our focus will be on 
God and the 
pandemic. How do 
Christians come to 
terms with the 
meaning of 
thousands of 
premature deaths and the economic hardships caused by the 
world turned upside down. 
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All sessions will be offered through Zoom and on Wednesday 
evenings at 7PM. 
 
This five-week course will explore God’s presence in a time of 
pandemic and reflect on what a Christian response looks like – 
biblically, historically, and theologically. The series will be led by 
Father John Harwood and Father Carlos de la Torre (St. John's, 
Bellefonte). Members of St. Mark’s, Lewistown, and the wider 
Altoona Convocation (the local, regional body of Episcopal 
parishes) are invited to participate.  
October 14 – God’s Sovereignty and the Pandemic 
October 21 – Jesus: The Ultimate Sign 
October 28 – A Christian Response (Part I)  
November 4 – A Christian Response (Part II)   
November 11 – Where do we go from here? Zoom link (use the 
same link for each 
meeting):  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85401394897?pwd=QVFMb
nZKZ1FZMG9YMjhLeW91ZDZkQT09 
 
Password: 605901 This series is based on N.T. Wright's book by the 
same name. While it is not required to purchase the book for the 
series, we encourage you to pick up a copy. 
 
UPDATE ON ST. MARK’S COMMUNITY COLUMBARIUM AND 

CEMETERY 
 
Last September we placed our first advertisement for our 
Community Columbarium in the Sentinel. We now have 
commitments for 12 of our 140 niches. The cost for members is 
$1,000; for non-members it is $1,500.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85401394897?pwd=QVFMbnZKZ1FZMG9YMjhLeW91ZDZkQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85401394897?pwd=QVFMbnZKZ1FZMG9YMjhLeW91ZDZkQT09
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 While cost 
should not be 
the deciding 
factor, you 
should consider 
that at a local 
cemetery the 
cost may be 
more than 
$3,000, not 
including the 
urn, the burial 
marker, and the 
burial cost. The 
total cost could 
be $5,000 or 
more. Burials 
with caskets are 
even more 
expensive.  
 
Our cost at St. Mark’s is far, far less, and we include the cost of 
the engraving of the person’s name and dates. I don’t know 
how to put a dollar value on the closeness to your church or the 
beauty and tranquility of this consecrated space. When we 
celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 1, we will be sure to 
remember those whose final resting place is on church grounds.  
 
Please see Father John if you are interested in purchasing a 
niche. You will need to select your location, and it will also be a 
good time to be sure that you’ve updated your will and to plan 
your funeral. Your family will be so grateful for making your 
wishes known.  
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COMMITTEE UPDATES (PROPERTY, SAFETY, CEMETERY, 
FINANCE) 
 
The Vestry continues to explore the need and possibilities for an 
additional accessible bathroom. The Property Committee hopes 
that the two small roofing projects will be completed very soon, 
and the new speaker for the parish house will be installed. The 
Cemetery Committee is working with a computer programmer 
to design software for us to manage our cemetery records more 
efficiently.  
 
We have consolidated all of our checking accounts at Kish Bank 
to make it easier for our financial secretary to manage, and we 
have also opened an account at Vanguard so that we can earn 
more interest than in a traditional checking account.  
 
STEWARDSHIP AT ST. MARK’S IN 2021 
The economic recession of 2020 makes financial survival 
difficult for households, small businesses, and churches. St. 
Mark’s is no exception. As the Vestry plans its budget for 2021, 

we will not 
know for 
several months 
the income 
from our 

endowment fund, but we must develop a budget that reflects 
both reality and our hopes to serve God and our neighbors as 
fully as we can. In the past three years we have restored all of 
our stained-glass windows, installed air conditioning, replaced 
one set of dangerous steps on Water Street, created an historical 
gallery to help us mark our 200th anniversary, and improved the 
safety of the church through security cameras and smoke 
detectors in all of our buildings. 
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None of these improvements was inexpensive; all of them make 
life easier and better for us and future parishioners. The 
Property Committee has done an excellent job of identifying 
and prioritizing the areas that need immediate attention in 
2021. 
 
St. Mark’s is far, far more than a collection of old buildings! We 
are God’s people who have a mission to care for each other, the 
larger community, and those in need throughout the world. We 
are called to ministry, not to be stars on “This Old House.” 
 
For us to thrive in 2021, I will ask each of you to complete a 
pledge card and return it to the church office by All Saints Day 
(November 1). You know your financial situation just as I know 
my own. Please be as generous as you can not only with your 
money but with your time. We badly need people to volunteer 
in new roles – as money counters, new members of the vestry, 
service on our committees, and “messengers” to those in need. 
In the next week or so, I’ll send each of you a letter and card. 
  
PLANNED GIVING: STEWARDSHIP FOR THE FUTURE 
 
When we celebrate All Saints Day on November 1, we are 
reminded of the continuing presence of the saints in our lives. 
Look around at the beauty of our church and the richness of 
our ministries. What we have is a gift from those who came 
before us and loved this church deeply. 
 
Remember that no living member paid a dollar for the 
construction of our first church (1824), the parish house, the 
rectory or our current church (1895). Nor did we pay for the 
parish house, our rectory, or the beautiful windows or organ. 
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All of these are gifts from our ancestors, and we have an 
obligation to preserve and sustain them for future generations. 
A significant portion of our annual budget comes from our 
endowment funds – the collective gifts of ten generations of 
our members. 
 
The best way to express your love for the Church is simple: 
remember St. Mark’s in YOUR WILL! You should be assured 
that Kathryn and I have already done so. 
 
I am a priest, not a lawyer, accountant, or certified financial 
planner, but I know that there are many ways of making gifts. 
Please talk with me if you have some idea of what you'd like to 
do but are uncertain how to do it; I can refer you to someone 
who can give you expert advice. If you have not made your 
will, please do so this month. Ditto for creating a health-care 

proxy and a health-care 
directive. 
 
TOYS FOR TOTS: CHRISTMAS 
IS COMING DESPITE COVID 
 
The current economic 
recession will make 
Christmas 2020 especially 
hard for needy parents and 
grandparents. St. Mark’s 
launched Toys for Tots last 
year, but our Parish House 
was too small to safely 
accommodate several 
hundred parents and 
grandparents this year. We 
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will move it to the Salvation Army this year and combine this 
effort with what the Salvation Army has done for many years – 
distributing both food and gifts. Thanks to Toys for Tots in 
Centre County, we will receive a truckload of gifts on November 
18, and we’ll unload them at the Salvation Army. 
 
There will be an online registration system for families (parents 
and grandparents), and gifts will be distributed on December 
20-21 via a “drive through” system. In this way, we believe that 
this is the safest way to serve families this year and may well 
become a model for future years. 
 
I will issue a call for volunteers in early November.  
 
THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

 
We will mark the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi with a 
service of blessing and 
thanksgiving for pets 
following our service on 
October 11. Bring your pets 
to our St. Francis Memorial 
Garden at 11:45 AM. If you 
are not comfortable doing this 
and would like for me to visit 
with you and your pet at 
home, please let me know. 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

2—Connie Knepp 
3—Virginia Banks 
7—Cynthia McKinley and Emily Zylstra 
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10—Sharon Copenhaver 
11—Alice Woodring 
18—Catherine Pinkerton 
19-Ordination of Deacon John Harwood to the priesthood 
21—Maxwell Remy 
22—Billie Gay Snook 
27—Dee Calhoun 
31—Bill Wilson 
 

WATCH YOUR STEP! 
 
These pictures tell a story of two stairways: one is safe, the 
other isn’t. We are delighted to have new steps at one entrance 
on Water Street. I know that falls have been prevented because 
of the careful design. But if you look at the entrance to Mother 
Hubbard’s Cupboard, you will see that it needs to be 
improved. Just imagine that you are carrying a sack of groceries 
as you are leaving this building.  
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RENEWAL OF WEDDING VOWS 

 
On September 27, Diane 
and Dr. Rick Carter 
renewed their vows at St. 
Mark’s with seven of their 
closest friends and Rick’s 
mother (via Zoom). What 
a glorious way to mark 
thirty years of marriage. 
Please let Father John 
know if you would like to 
renew your vows in the 
next year.  
 
TWO NEW RESIDENTS 
OF OUR HISTORICAL 
GALLERY 
 
In 1864 two brothers had 

their photograph taken at the “diamond” in Lewistown. 
Several photographers had their studios at that location. The 
two young men were dressed in the Sunday finest. But who 
were they? I simply don’t know because the photograph did 
not identify them. This picture is exactly contemporaneous 
with the photo of our red brick church (also in the historical 

gallery) and is dated. 
Did they serve as soldiers in the 
Civil War? Were they members 
of St. Mark’s? If any of you have 
any clue about their identity, we 
all will be grateful. 
 
ALL SAINTS DAY 

(NOVEMBER 1) 
On this day we remember 
all those whose souls are 
now with God. Unlike 
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Memorial Day or Veterans’ Day, this date has been 
observed for centuries as a time to remember that all of 
us are mortal but have been promised that we shall rise 
in glory. Christ has conquered death and the all the 
principalities of darkness.  
 
It is a time to remember with gratitude the lives of all 
people who have loved us and shaped us – parents and 
grandparents, aunts and uncles, teachers and neighbors. 
When you look at the windows in our church, they are 
all memorials to a loved one. The organ is a memorial, 
too.  
 
All Saints Day is also a time to remember the souls of all 
our loved ones in our columbarium and our cemetery, 
especially those who have died in the past year. May 
they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
Please let Father John or the Church Office know if you 
would like to remember your loved ones by name with a 
gift to the Flower Fund (please make out your checks to 
St. Mark’s with “All Saints Remembrance” on the 
subject line before Sunday, October 25. Just give the 
names of the loved ones to Father John before Sunday, 
October 25. 

 
Your Name Loved Ones’ 

Names 
  

  

  
 


	Take a really close look at this photo of St. Mark’s in 1895 and count the number and variety of crosses. Can you tell me how many we have today?
	We have at least one Celtic cross in the basement that we really should restore to a place of prominence. It is a powerful symbol of who we are and what our mission is. I really wish that we still had the steeple on St. Mark’s Chapel (now known as o...
	As you look closely at the picture, notice that Main Street is not paved. Nor are there street lights. The house next to the parish house was the rectory, and I wonder if the man in front of the church was the priest. In the 1930s, the house was taken...
	But anyone who looked at this building at 21 South Main Street would know it was a church from our five crosses.
	We have many crosses and crucifixes inside the church as well. Above our altar is the image of Christus Rex (Christ the King). Our Lord’s arms are still outstretched as though He is still on the cross, but this is the risen Christ, come to reign in gl...
	Why so many? Psychologists who have studied the effect of symbols on people have shown that when Christians see a cross, they are reminded to be kinder and more gentle. But another reason is simpler: they are not only beautiful to behold but also symb...
	Crosses are not “good luck” charms or talismans to ward off evil spirit. You have heard, I’m sure that if you encounter werewolves and vampires on Halloween, you can ward them off by holding up a cross. Garlic is also said to be a powerful weapon.
	October is a time for harvest and preparing for winter. With shorter days and cooler nights, we will have time to take stock of ourselves and the world around us. COVID has turned almost everything upside down, but what remains despite our masks and o...
	I ask you to give thanks and to serve your neighbors in whatever way you can.
	Father John+
	The Vestry continues to explore the need and possibilities for an additional accessible bathroom. The Property Committee hopes that the two small roofing projects will be completed very soon, and the new speaker for the parish house will be installed....
	We have consolidated all of our checking accounts at Kish Bank to make it easier for our financial secretary to manage, and we have also opened an account at Vanguard so that we can earn more interest than in a traditional checking account.
	Stewardship at St. Mark’s in 2021
	The economic recession of 2020 makes financial survival difficult for households, small businesses, and churches. St. Mark’s is no exception. As the Vestry plans its budget for 2021, we will not know for several months the income from our endowment fu...
	None of these improvements was inexpensive; all of them make life easier and better for us and future parishioners. The Property Committee has done an excellent job of identifying and prioritizing the areas that need immediate attention in 2021.
	St. Mark’s is far, far more than a collection of old buildings! We are God’s people who have a mission to care for each other, the larger community, and those in need throughout the world. We are called to ministry, not to be stars on “This Old House.”
	For us to thrive in 2021, I will ask each of you to complete a pledge card and return it to the church office by All Saints Day (November 1). You know your financial situation just as I know my own. Please be as generous as you can not only with your ...

