St. Mark’s Messenger
December 2020

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS

[ know that 2020 has overstayed its welcome and we’re eager for it to be over, but
the Church keeps track of time by seasons. Last Sunday we celebrated the feast of Christ
the King, and my sermon was inspired by the majesty of our altar.

Look again at the image of the Risen Lord dressed like a king. Jesus wears a crown
and raises his hands in a blessing. The three raised fingers symbolize “father, son, and
holy spirit.” The two fingers that are down symbolize the dual nature of Jesus: human
and divine. Our altar’s paraments and my vestments were white - the same colors we use
for Easter and Christmas.

But the next week we began the season of Advent. The color of my chasuble is
now blue, and we will light four advent candles as we prepare for Christmas. We will no
longer say or sing the “gloria” - and
won’t until Christmas eve.

These changes signal a new season, a
new time. But what is new this year is
A the importance of the masks we wear.

\ While St. Mark’s would ordinarily be
planning our Ice Festival and Hanging
of the Greens, we will save those plans

for 2021: same time next year. Instead
of filling our church with Christmas
carols and poinsettias on December 24, we will be singing them from our own homes. O
come let us adore him!

Waiting for a return to
normal times almost feels like the
centuries of waiting for the coming of
the Messiah. Like us at the end of
2020, the Jewish people had grown

impatient. Can’t God " please speed it
up!

When
right (by God's

he sent his own

the time was
sense of time),
baby son,
born of Mary.

Jesus, to be
Why such

The answer is simple.

a long wait?
God’s calendar

and there is no

is different from ours,

evidence that God wore a Timex.

The time and place had to be
right for the coming of his kingdom.
God could have sent Jesus to be born anytime but he chose Palestine while it was under
Roman rule. The time had to be right, and God would wait until it was.

St. Mark’s Messenger 1



To prepare the people, he had sent
proclaim the coming of the Lord. The booming
[saiah and John the Baptist tell us that the time
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prophets to

& voice of
grows near.

When John is called to
proclaim the way of the Lord,

we know that the time is almost
here. He is the last of these great prophets, and his
message repeats the promises of the earlier prophets with

ONE BIG DIFFERENCE: The Kingdom is almost here.
Get ready.

As you listen to the lessons in December, keep

¢ track of all the people who were waiting, some in hope

and others in dread (Herod comes to mind).
Watch how people lived as they were waiting; they

| were not passive. Think of the magi, who had been

traveling for several months to find the newborn baby.
Think of Mary and Joseph, who were awaiting the birth of
a child promised by an angel.

The clock that is ticking is the heartbeat of God.

And that is where we come in: preparing our hearts for the
coming of Christ.

Advent is not a time of repentance. Instead, we are
preparing our heart for Christmas. The most important
gift we can give ourselves is to set aside time for prayer.
Slow down.

But when Christmas arrives, celebrate!!! Merry Christmas and peace to you.

Father John+

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD

Beginning in Advent, we will begin our practice of congregational singing. We will print

the lyrics for our hymns, and we want you to “sing along” from the privacy of your

home. Lots of us sing in our shower and cars, and now is the time to sing in worship

again for the first time since Lent.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

We will have two services on Thursday, December 24 (Christmas eve): 7PM and 11PM.
Both will be streamed via Zoom, Facebook Live, and telephone. We will not have a service

on Christmas Day.

We will sing lots of your favorite Christmas carols, too!

TOYS FOR TOTS: WE NEED YOUR HELP
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On November 18, ten volunteers
helped us unload 3,500 Christmas
toys for the needy families in our area.
We could not have done it without
the strong backs and warm hearts of
these volunteers, most of whom are
not active in our church.

Now we need volunteers to unpack
the bags and arrange them into
“packages” for each family. We'll need
volunteers during the next month and
again on December 21-22, when we
give the gifts to families who “drive
by” the Salvation Army to pick up both food and gifts. Please let Father John know if you can
help, and we’ll work out the schedule.

MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD AND “BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER”

On November 24, we served 48+ people (men, women and children, old and young alike) a
delicious pizza from Pizza Hut. Our efforts to feed the hungry reflects very well on our
community and illustrates what Jesus says in Matthew 25:35-45. At Mother Hubbard’s this
year, we served 2,500 people. At BBT we served about 800 more
at our monthly meals. Four days a week, 52 weeks a year we
serve them with no strings attached. Last Wednesday we
unpacked about 3,500 toys for our neediest families.

Jesus was very specific: If you love me, feed my sheep. If
you have two coats, give one away to someone who has none.
Quite a few parishioners have made gifts to help MHC. Can you join them?

ANNUAL MEETING

Following the new procedures for Annual Meetings in COVID times, we will hold our brief
annual meeting on January 10 via Zoom or telephone immediately after the service. After
reviewing the budget approved by the vestry last month, we will elect two members to vestry
for three-year terms as well as our delegate to our Diocesan Convention. Each of our
committees and areas of ministry will have a written report, and Father John will distribute
them as part of the January Messenger. The meeting will last no longer than 15 minutes.

STEWARDSHIP IN 2020

Twenty-three households have turned in
their pledges for 2021, and the vestry is
grateful to everyone who has returned their
pledge card. If you have not turned in your e vy
pledge card, kindly do so at once. We need 7 " 4 ﬁ' AU )
your support! To avoid the cost of mailing E v

your pledge envelopes, please pick them up
after our Sunday service.

Since we cannot worship in person, PLEASE MAIL YOUR PLEDGES TO THE
CHURCH.

ADULT FORUM 2021
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Join our Adult Forum on Zoom. Early in the
new year we will study the Book of Ruth, one

. THE BOOK [IF_ of the most famous and beautiful stories in
D U LI the Old Testament. Please let Father John
n I-I know if you're interested so that we’ll buy the

right number of books. Each session will be

on Wednesday will be 45 minutes and will
begin at 7PM.

Key questions: what is Ruth’s role in the family of our Lord? Why would an alien woman be
chosen to serve God in this way! What other women play astonishing roles in the history of
God'’s saving action? What can we learn from them for today? Please let Father John know if
you want to join the class - it will be fun!

THANKS TO THE ECW

Last month the hard-working folks in the ECW (plus help from Joe Sikorsky!) raised $923
from their apple dumpling sale. The pandemic has curtailed some of our other beloved fund-
raisers (many people ask me about the soup sales!), but we know that when the time is right,
we’ll be able to resume our sales and fellowship with the community.

PROPERTY UPDATE AND CEMETERY UPDATE

If you look at the two stained-glass windows in our chapel on
Water Street, you will not be able to see them because their
“protective shield” has darkened since they were installed
decades ago. In the new year Epiphany Studios will replace the
shield with a modern protective cover that will enable us to see
their beauty from inside and outside the church. We will also
install a light (with a timer) that will illuminate the windows at
night for all to see. This is another reminder that we are a
church! We will soon replace the worn carpet in the church
office, paint the walls, install new lighting, and rearrange the furniture so that it will be a
more attractive place both for visitors and those who work in it. The flooring materials were
donated by a local company - thanks to Hal Jenkinson for arranging this. The new vestry
will prioritize the list of other property needs for the nexty

WE NEED YOUR HELP

We have received another grant from FirstQuality: paper products for Mother Hubbard’s
Cupboard. We will need to organize a convoy of pickups and vans during the week of
January. Please let Father John know if you can help. It will take no more than 90 minutes.
Many hands make the job easier.

The gift will include diapers for infants and personal hygiene products for adults. Both are

incredibly expensive in the grocery stores or pharmacies. We're grateful for this gift!
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND: LOOK
WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR

SERVANT V. AS (S) HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR.
GRANT THAT (S) HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND
GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR
GOODNESS ; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR
LORD. AMEN.

Ralph Bitner—sth

Joyce Hart—6"

Kathryn Grossman—6th
Damien Young—7th
Michael Woodring—11th
Barbara Gregory—12th
Thomas Remy—19"
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Jesus of Nazareth—25"
Tony Hatfield-Nicholson—28"
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