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 As I write these words, I’m aware of the shadow over all of us today: 

COVID-19. More than 
410,000 Americans have died, 
including four people from St. 
Mark’s, as well as a very dear 
friend of mine, Father Stephen 
Casey. Many from our church 
have tested positive or been 
hospitalized. While few 
parishioners have received the 
vaccine yet, many now know 
when they will receive it.  
 
The good news is that it is 
being given at the local 

hospital to anyone over 65 or who has pre-existing conditions. I believe 
that the pharmacy at Weis is also scheduling appointments.  
 
If you need transportation, call the Call-A-Ride-Services (CARS) at 717-
242-2277 or 1-800-348-2277. They will take you to Geisinger and bring 
you home – just call and they will walk you through the process. You are 
eligible even if you are not over 65: if you are overweight, a diabetic, have 
been a smoker, or have many other pre-existing conditions. Get 
scheduled! 

St. Mark’s Messenger 
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When a HIGH PERCENTAGE of Mifflin County has been vaccinated, 
life becomes more normal, though we will still need to wear masks and 
take reasonable pre-cautions. If all members of our church have been 
vaccinated, we can re-open more safely and quickly. 
 
Yet despite the 800-pound gorilla, 
we find the courage to do ministry. 
In early January a group of 
volunteers received a wonderful gift 
from FirstQuality – two pallets of 
paper products. We packed the 
boxes of diapers (for adults and 
infants) into a U-Haul and brought 
them back to the Parish House.  
 
Did you know that FirstQuality also 
gave us $82,500 last year to support 
Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard? That 
is a lot of food and paper supplies. 
We are truly grateful. 
 
I know that our guests at Breaking Bread Together would FAR prefer to 
come into our warm, friendly parish house to dine, talk, laugh, and even 
sing. What I tell them is that we’ll return when it’s safe for all of us. 
 
I say the same thing to the people of St. Mark’s. I suspect that our Easter 
season will be very much like last Easter’s – offered remotely.  
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Our Diocesan policy is that when the positivity rate in Mifflin County 
stays below 5% for two weeks, we can consider returning to traditional 

worship. This week we are 
at 15.9%; in December, 
we were the highest in the 
Commonwealth at 29%.  
 
In the meantime, we can 
best put our energy into 
preparing not just to 
return to worship but to 
reach out to our 
neighbors to share the 
Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
+++ 

 
At Christmas we showed our generous spirit by making gifts to Ohesson, 
Geisinger, and William Penn to share our gratitude to their staff. You’ll 
be touched by their notes to us.  
 
Let your light so shine that ….. you know the rest. 
 
Father John+ 
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BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER, MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD, AND 

OUTREACH 
 
On January 26, we served 30 neighbors a tasty take-out meal from OIP 
(hoagie, chips, cookie, and water). Last year we served almost 800 people 
at our meals, the vast majority of whom are not members of St. Mark’s. 
 
In January Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard served 102 people from 39 
families. This figure is lower than last January, but we continue to serve 
new families. Unemployment remains high and so does uncertainty 
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about the year ahead. 
 
Remember, too, that St. Mark’s also helps people with financial 
emergencies – facing eviction or the cutoff of their utilities or even 
desperate need for a tank of gas. In 2020 we helped numerous families 
in financial distress. 
 
Jesus made it very clear: “If you love me, feed my sheep.” 
 
The people of St. Mark’s do more than hear these words – we put them 
into action by how we serve others. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY AND STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

We celebrate Ash Wednesday on February 17, 
with a service at noon. Because it will be on Zoom 
and Facebook Live, you can view the service at 
any time convenient for you. Do not worry about 
the ashes – they are not a requirement, simply an 
aid to devotion, a graphic reminder of our 
mortality. 
 
On Fridays at 12:15 during Lent, we will observe 

Stations of the Cross via Zoom.  
 
I urge you to be faithful in your spiritual life and to participate in these 
service as well as two other opportunities: our Lenten Bible Study with 
several other Episcopal parishes and our Community Lenten Worship 
services on Wednesday at noon. All will be via Zoom, and the first one is 
at St. Mark’s on February 24. Please show the flag! 
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ADULT FORUM FOR LENT AND THE COMMUNITY LENTEN SERIES 
 
Join your neighbors with Lenten meditations brought to you by the 
clergy and people of our Ministerium – St. Mark’s, First Methodist, First 
Presbyterian, Sacred Heart, and St. John’s. Each church will “Zoom” 
from its own location and the service will be led by their pastors. 
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I also 
invite you 

to join our fellow Episcopalians at St. John’s-Bellefonte, St. Luke’s-
Altoona, St. Andrews-State College, and St. John’s-Huntingdon. With so 
many good people gathered together, we will have new insights into the 
gospel of Mark. We will use the book written by Rowan Williams, the 
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previous archbishop of Canterbury and the head of the Anglican 
Communion. If you want to participate, please let me know before 
February 10 so that we can purchase a book for you.  
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
BLAIR HANNON (3) 
WAYNE HANNON- (7)  
RALPH AITKIN-(11)  
ANGELA KALER-(12) 
JOHN T HARWOOD-(16)  
ELIZABETH HARPER – 

(17)  
ROBERT WELHAM-(19)  
JANE SMITH- (20) 
AMY REMY- (21)  
SHIRLEY BROWN-( 22) 
38TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
FR. HARWOOD & 

KATHRYN- (26) 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND: 
LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR 

SERVANT N. AS (S)HE BEGINS ANOTHER 

YEAR. GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN 

WISDOM AND GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN 

OUR TRUST IN YOUR GOODNESS; THROUGH 

JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN. 
 

 
 
 
UPDATING YOUR WILL AND PLANNED GIVING – AND MAYBE PLANNING 

YOUR FUNERAL 
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Having a will is 
important. If you die 
without one, Harrisburg 
will dispose of 
everything you own. I 
know from sad 
experience in Bellefonte 
what happens in these 
cases. An elderly 
parishioner had told me 
for twenty years that she 

was leaving her estate to the church.  
 
Guess what? She died with no will. She had never married, and she had 
no immediate relatives. Harrisburg sold her house and car and put the 
money into the State’s treasury. This is not what she had wanted. But if 
you have no will, then you have no control. 
 
I want to make a special plea to remember the St. Mark’s in your wills. 
Your gift enables future generations to do things that they could not do 
easily on their own. Our parish budget will receive about $60,000 this 
year – about 40% of our income comes from our endowment. What a 
wonderful way to remember what St. Mark’s has meant to you by 
preserving it for future generations. 
 
You have the freedom to make bequests in whatever way you choose. 
The important thing is that you have a will.  
 
Be assured that John Harwood and Kathryn Grossman have 
remembered their churches in their wills. 
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RECONCILIATION OF A PENITENT: GETTING RIGHT WITH GOD 
 
I invite you to meet with me privately anytime to participate in an 
ancient spiritual practice: private confession and absolution. In the 
olden days, we called this the problem of the “unquiet conscience,” the 
things that trouble you in the middle of the night. Sometimes the weight 
of guilt is too much to bear. 
 
In the Episcopal Church, we call this pastoral rite the “Reconciliation of 
a Penitent (BCP, pp. 447-52); Lutherans call it the “Individual 
Confession and Forgiveness”; Roman Catholics call it confession.  
 
Many Protestants think of the practice as “Roman Catholic” and not in 
our tradition, but this is incorrect. Both Martin Luther and Archbishop 
Cranmer thought that confession was essential to spiritual health. We 
need both collective confession (what we say in the Eucharist) and 
private confession. 
 
Regardless of the name, this is a holy, private conversation about your 
spiritual life, and we should find thirty minutes to talk and pray together 
via Zoom or phone. After I have received both of my vaccinations, I will 
be happy to see you in person, but that won’t be until March 1 (post-
vaccination). 
 
Please see me about a time convenient for you.  
 
ST. MARK'S AND SHAPED BY FAITH:  ST. MARK’S IN 2030 AND 2050 
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This eighteen-month initiative will 
help all 61 parishes in our diocese 
understand the challenges and 
opportunities we face in the next 
decade. The basic question for us is is 

this: how do you envision St. Mark’s in 2030? 2040? Or 2050? We turn 
200 years old in 2023, and we have been changing for almost two 
centuries. What’s coming next, and how will we become our future 
selves? 

In our most recent meeting, Hal, Blair, and Father John met with Rev. 
Chris Streeter and Chad Linder to discuss the financial data and 
demographics of the parish. The good news is that we are in very good 
financial shape; our major challenge is the size of the congregation. In 
future sessions we will look for opportunities to share and collaborate 
with other Episcopal churches and perhaps with churches with whom we 
are in full communion. 

We name the challenges of our current context and recognize God’s call 
to be reshaped to optimize our vitality and ability to serve Christ in the 
21st century. We will receive a handy-dandy tool in Excel to help us 
imagine the parish ten years from now. 

Over the next four sessions, the topics will be: 

· Exploring congregational development models that allow us to view 
our community through a different lens and vantage point. 

· Learning ways to envision our parish to think beyond the traditional 
model of “one church = one priest.” 

· Considering possibilities for increasing collaboration and sharing 
resources, especially with other congregations in the Altoona 
convocation. 
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· Developing a vision for our future. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS TO ST. MARK’S 
 
In January Father John made two small gifts in memory of his parents. 
 
The first is a small sanctus bell for the chapel. A replica of one in the 
Reims Cathedral (France), it features the images of our four evangelists 
on the bell. When you hear this bell (holy, holy, holy), be grateful for 
those tiny Christian communities gathered by Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John to preserve and proclaim the words of the Lord. The second is 
a rose stole. The first time that he will wear it is the fourth Sunday of 
Lent (Rose Sunday). He will give a small prize to anyone who knows 
when the other Sunday will be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUDGET AND PROPERTY UPDATE 
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Our Property 
Committee (Hal 
Jenkinson, Blair 
Hannon, Fred 
McKinley, Dan 
Dillon, and Jim 
Cherry) did a 
fabulous job of 
renovating the office 
(new floor and fresh 
paint) and making the 
space much more 
functional by 
arranging the 
furniture differently 
and installing shelves. 
Please stop by and see 
the new space!  
 
Underneath the old 
carpet was a layer of 
green and white 

linoleum that probably dated from the 1950s, if not before. Who knows 
what lay under that floor covering.  
 
The Property Committee has a long list of other important projects to 
improve and preserve our buildings and grounds. 


