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FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS 
 

I will always remember the crazy Holy Week of 2020. We 
had suddenly entered “lock-down” mode, and we had our first 
taste of online worship. We partnered with Father Carlos at St. 
John’s-Bellefonte, and we celebrated most services jointly until 
Blair and I figured out how to stream from our church. 

I used my iPhone and the audio was terrible before we 
added an external mike. Sometimes the video was upside down. 
We continued to struggle with audio issues and experimented with 
different kinds of stands.  

Finally, we revived the original altar from the first church (1823) and put a new top 
on it so that I could preside at worship and see you clearly – the background is always our 
glorious altar. Where is the original top of the altar? It’s the beautiful piece of marble 
embedded in our new altar. It’s visible only on Good Friday (see the next pictures). 
  

 

St. Mark’s Messenger 
April 2021 

 



St. Mark’s Messenger 2 April 2021   

  

Oh, we were young and inexperienced with Zoom and Facebook Live, but with your 
loving patience and the grace of the Holy Spirit, we got through it.  

And now we are back in church together. Oh sure, we still have masks and can’t 
exchange handshakes or hugs, but we are back together to hear the stories that tell God’s 
amazing plan for humanity. 

At our Easter Vigil this year we will read a handful of lessons that trace our journey, 
where we came from, and where we're going – think of these as time-lapse photos. We have 
been doing these services in almost the same form since 1549. Then and now, we affirm this 
timeless truth: the crucifixion was not the end; it began something that transformed the 
world, Christ's defeat of the powers of darkness and the triumph over sin and death.   

   
 The same dear Lord who will celebrate the Last Supper on April 1 (the irony of this 
date makes me cringe) will be crucified on Good Friday (April 2) and resurrected at the 
Great Easter Vigil (April 3). We will celebrate the feast of Easter on April 4. Jesus, the son of 
God, is our cornerstone. Of that we can be assured. That will never change. 

Our Lenten journey will take us from ashes to glory, and we should not skip a 
single step on this road.  

Let’s face it: “no cross, no crown” – in other words, we can’t know the true joy of 
Easter without witnessing the agony of the cross, which we experience most fully during the 
Three Great Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday).  

Death does not have the final word for Jesus or for us. Hear what St. Paul says: “If 
there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. For this perishable body must put on 
imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. Death has been swallowed 
up in victory. Where, o death, is your victory? Where, o death, is your sting?” 
 The season has changed from winter to spring. We are moving from death to life. 
 At Easter we will proclaim in one voice throughout the world: The Lord is risen – 
the Lord is risen indeed.  
 
Father John✠ 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  
 

We will celebrate the liturgy of Maundy Thursday at 7PM, 
Good Friday at noon, and the Easter Vigil at 7PM on 
Saturday, April 3. All services are in the church. 
 
What makes these Three Great Days unique? The liturgies 
occur only once each year. The three services over three days 
and make one extended Eucharist. What starts on Thursday is 
not complete until Saturday night. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, we will strip the altar and empty the 
tabernacle of reserved bread and wine. It will be empty until 
Easter, and there will be no covering on the altar. We depart 
from the service in silence – I do not dismiss you. 
 
On Good Friday I will wear a black stole, and we do not 
celebrate the Eucharist but instead receive from the elements 
consecrated the day before. We have a very long reading of the 
Passion gospel, and we will have multiple readers. “Passion” 
means suffering. 
 
At the Great Vigil we light our new Paschal Candle, which 
will burn until Pentecost. It is lit only for baptisms and 

funerals throughout the year. We have lengthy readings from the Old and New 
Testament so that we have context for the death and resurrection of Our Lord. We will 
return the “missing” elements from our Lenten liturgies – the Gloria, for instance, and 
the “alleluias.” Flowers return to the altar – Easter lilies. We will not have a confession of 
sin either since we have done that work in the two previous services. This is also a time for 
incense (we will use it sparingly) and lighting of candles throughout the congregation. The 
service begins in darkness and concludes in light. 
 
All services will also be streamed. Bring a friend or neighbor. The good news is life-
changing.  
 
For Episcopalians, these are holy days of obligation --- please worship at the church if you 
are able. 
 
FATHER JOHN’S SCHEDULE AFTER EASTER 
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On April 6, Kathryn Grossman will have a knee replacement. If you have had that 
operation, you know that the first week is pretty miserable because of pain and the need 
to use a walker (for a week) and then a cane. She will not be able to drive for several 
weeks, so I will be chauffeur, nurse, and cook. I will call this “vacation,” and since I had 
no vacation in 2020, it will be much needed. 
 
 We will have Morning Prayer on April 11 and 18, though it is possible that I may 
return on the 18th. I will be available by phone (814-571-0687) and email at any time 
(jtharwood@comcast.net). 
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ST. MARK'S  
 

Even though we have just resumed worship 
in the church, our expenses continued 
even when we were online. Just like you, 
we paid for insurance, utilities, and routine 
repairs. We have even improved the lights 
in the kitchen and Mother Hubbard’s 
Cupboard. Soon we need to mow the 
cemetery lawn. We pay our sexton and 

housekeeper to keep our three buildings in good order. Especially at Easter, it is 
important to remember the church’s needs. Please MAIL or BRING your checks to the 
church. 
 
If you are behind on our pledge, please try to catch up.  
 
BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER AND MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD 
 
In March we served 50 people a tasty take-out meal from 
Pizza Hut. We were glad to see familiar faces and to meet 
some new people, but it was very clear to me that many of 
our regulars come for the fellowship, not just for the food. 
They will be grateful for our return to normal. 
 

mailto:jtharwood@comcast.net
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In March Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 
served 56 families. This includes156 
individuals; we helped 5 first-time families 
and 16 first-time individuals.   
 
A highlight was the donation of 800 pounds 
of canned goods by the Key Club at the high 
school. 
 
 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Patty Attivo, Jacqueline Benevento, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger, Ellen Bryant, Bob 
Briar, Lisa Briar, Shirley Brown, Tyler Burris, Dottie Casner, Peggy Collins, Lew 
Copenhaver, Heather Creighton, Amanda Ergler, Shirley Ferguson, Richard Flood, Marcia 
Folk, Mike Gillispie, Kathryn Grossman, Josh Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler, Bruce 
Kinsey, Judy Kline, James Krepps, Martie Marquez, Pam Lawson, Doris McKee, Sally Metz, 
Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James Moore, David Moore, Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, 
Amy Reeder, Catherine Schwiebert, Makenzie Shearer, Vicky Shoemaker, Joseph Smith, 
Danny Snyder, Steven Sunday and Family, Laura Tate, Henry and Jackie Walk, Evelyn 
Wilson, Bill Wilson, Stella and Ashley Wright. 
 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
6—Robin Wilson, 7—John Stewart, 7—
Kaylee Blewett, 11—Kelly Crawford 
14—Max Wilson, 19—Elizabeth Cvejkus, 
22—Patricia Wilt, 25—Dolores Houser, 26—
Zanica Kaler 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND: LOOK WITH 

FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR 

SERVANT N. AS (S)HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR. 
GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND 

GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR 

GOODNESS ; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR 

LORD. AMEN. 

 
COVID TIMES ARE NOT OVER YET BUT GOOD NEWS IS HERE 
 
A large number of our congregation have joined the Vaccine Club, but we need to have 
everyone vaccinated. A year ago, no vaccine was available anywhere. Today the United States 
has three available and several more coming soon. ALL are effective: if you are vaccinated, 
you will NOT be hospitalized with COVID, nor will you die from it. The side effects, if any, 
are mild.  
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We vaccinate children for every preventable disease to save their lives. We have eliminated 
polio in this country because of vaccines. COVID is just another disease that can be 
prevented. 
  

Even 

former President Trump was vaccinated in January, though he withheld this news from the 
public for reasons I’ll never understand; every other former president has been as well. The 
Pope has been vaccinated. All of the Lewistown clergy that I know have received the jab. 
 
And yet there are people who reject it. I have no patience for conspiracy theories, but some 
folks have filled their heads with them. I agree with Pope Francis that getting vaccinated is a 
moral responsibility. Friends don’t let friends drive drunk; don’t let your friends endanger 
their lives by avoiding the vaccination. 
 
My friends who have died from COVID never got a chance to be vaccinated. Nor did the 
500,000 Americans who perished before they had the chance. 
 
Kids today don’t get polio for only one reason – a vaccination developed by Jonas Salk (with 
help from our own Evelyn Wilson). They don’t die from childhood diseases that killed a 
very high number in Lewistown a century ago. 
 
Vaccines save lives. Geisinger is now taking appointments again, and many pharmacies are 
as well. If you are 65 or older and need transportation or help making an appointment, call 
the Area Agency on Aging: 717-242-0315. 
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One more thing on public health. There have been ZERO hospitalization in Lewistown this 
year from the seasonal flu. None. Why? Masks, hand washing and sanitizers, and social 
distancing. You’ll be seeing me wearing masks for many more months – not for my sake but 
for yours. 
 

SOMETHING OLD AND SOMETHING NEW 
 

When you go into Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard or the 
kitchen, you will need sunglasses. We have replaced the 
lights with new ones that really illuminate the space. Jim 
and Hal did a beautiful job of removing the old lights, 
installing the new ones, and repairing the ceiling in 
both spaces. 
 
If there’s a downside, the improved lighting makes it 
clear that the floors in both rooms need to be replaced, 
probably with the same kind of flooring we used in the 
church office. The vestry will consider these as possible 
future projects. 
 
Father John and Kathryn Grossman have donated a 
chalice to St. Mark’s for the chapel. Our new chalice 
was made in Sheffield, England, by Edgar Ernest Davis, 

an excellent silversmith, in 1964. So it is both old and new.  
This gift will enable us to “retire” the beautiful but 
fragile chalice that we was repaired in January. We 
received it as a memorial gift in 1937, and we will 
display it in the 
display case in the 
church along with 
our earlier Books 
of Common 
Prayer and a 
chalice from the 
1820s. It has an 
ivory node that is 
visibly cracked and 

fragile. Since ivory is no longer for sale in the US, repair 
would be extremely difficult. Why take a chance? We will 
use it on special occasions but not on a weekly basis. 



St. Mark’s Messenger 8 April 2021   

  

In our chapel, Epiphany Studios has replaced the obsolete window protectors, which 
blocked most of the sunlight, with new protective windows that lets the sunshine in. Both at 
night and especially during the mornings, the windows are spectacular. Enjoy the rainbow 
colors in these photos.  

  
Because the chapel also a light that comes on when night falls, the stained glass illuminates 
the entrance to the church. Anyone who drives by on Water Street will know that St. Mark’s 
is here. 

 


