St. Mark’s Messenger for June

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS

At Pentecost the
reading from Acts
mentioned all of
the countries
where the faithful

Jews came from -

the Medes, the

Elamites, and Pamphylia]Mesopotamia

even from :
Cyrene. Have you ~—  —am
ever wondered NJERUSALEM]

where those @

places are?

NATIONS IN JERUSALEM .
AT PENTECOST Arabia

Acts 2:9-11

This is a map of
the world at the time of Jesus and St. Paul, the only world they knew..
Yes, you can recognize Rome, Cyprus, and Syria - but that’s probably it.
The Romans thought that the empire would last forever and their
emperors were divine - all 70 of them.

Guess what! The map has been changed many times in the past two
millenia, and many powerhouses have disappeared while new countries
have risen and fallen. Do we live in fear of the Roman Empire (it fell in
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395 in Rome and 1453 in Constantinople)! Whatever happened to
Yugoslavia (1992) or the Prussian Empire (1918)? Who remembers the
Third Reich (died in 1945) or yearns for the USSR (1991)? They are no

longer on the map.

What the map does
We told the new Yeah, as long as it ‘ not show is how
doesn’ 1 .
pastor that we are a “‘Lﬁﬁ;ﬁ: hof'hs?v‘::o:; Chrlstlamty started

church with a desire
to grow!

sitting in our pew, or a
different kind of musie.

with about 120
men and women
who had followed
Jesus and were
suddenly touched
by the Holy Spirit
and became
“clothed in power,”
as the Lord had

Musings From promised.

Melvin & Maude

From them began a relay race in which each generation succeeded in
passing along the faith of the apostles to the next generation. It reached
Lewistown in the 1790s and St. Mark’s in 1820. Fast forward to 2021
and you find us gathered at St. Mark’s to ring bells on Pentecost and
joyfully thank God for showering us with blessings and to prepare us for
a new mission.

We have survived the worst of the COVID epidemic. Mifflin County
had the highest per capita death rate in Pennsylvania. Thanks to the
work of heroic teachers, the schools have continued to educate children
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and young people. Thanks to our physicians, we were treated and
protected throughout the pandemic. Most businesses have resumed
normal routines, and the mask requirement (which saved many lives) has
been softened for most situations. We have high hopes for a safe, joyful
summer. We have returned the Prayer Books, Bibles, and hymnals to the
pews. We are even singing our hymns again. We're BACK, but that’s not
enough.

It would be a mistake for us to set our sights only on “returning to the
way things were.” I challenge us instead to imagine what we could do if
we sought to serve God and our neighbor more fully and imaginatively
than described in our beloved Book of Common Prayer.

One result of our Shaped by Faith work has been to look more closely at
our neighborhood (within two miles of the church). For example, we are
adjacent to two housing complexes, but we do not have a single person
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from them who worships with us. Why is that, and how could we change
that!

With the permission of the Housing Authorities, I will soon be
offering a weekly Bible study at Kish and at a senior center in Milroy.
What happens next?

We have beautiful buildings: our church is so beautiful that it astonishes
me every time I enter our sanctuary. Our parish house is a large facility
that once housed plays (can you believe it?) and concerts as well as
countless dinners and receptions. Aside from Mother Hubbard (12
hours per week) and Breaking Bread Together (2 hours per month), it is
unused. Sure, COVID made it impossible even to imagine such events,
but that was then. We are entering a new era.

And this is who we are. The average age of our active members is 70.
(Yes, we did the math.) For us to be vibrant in 2030 or 2040 will require
us to change and adapt - to try new approaches and not be stuck in the
past.

[ ask that you commit to a weekly, one-hour Bible study class that we will
share with Episcopalians from other parishes in our area. We will focus
on the Sermon on the Mount and the Lord’s prayer. What's not to like?

[ also ask that you help the parish develop new skills in that dreaded
word, e*****lism. I promise you that it will be enjoyable AND
empowering. No, you won’t be standing on street corners or going door
to door, but you will learn to “tell our story” in ways that make sense to
other people.
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That’s what the Apostles learned, and if that was good enough for them,
it’s good enough for us.

On a personal note, I began my fifth year at St. Mark’s on Pentecost,
2021. Thanks be to God for this chance to serve God as your priest.

Father Johnx

EVERYTHING ABOUT THE LORD’S PRAYER BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK

We pray the Lord’s prayer daily and every Sunday, so we ought to
understand it, right! Well, what happens if you find that there’s much
more in that prayer than you had realized? Join fellow Episcopalians
from Altoona, Bellefonte, Huntington, Hawk Run, State College and
Tyrone. Our leaders will be five priests, four deacons, and you. With
Zoom, nobody has to travel. What could be better or more timely?

Welcome to

Matthew 25

"For I was hungry and you gave Me food; 1 was thirsty and you gave Me drink;
I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me;
I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me."

The Lord’s prayer is part of the Sermon on the Mount or on the Plain
(depending on whether we are talking about Matthew or Luke). Why do
we have two versions, and why are they so different! Neither is a sermon
but contains "talking points" that would be developed into a sermon.
Our guide is Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a distinguished New Testament
scholar. Please let me know by email, phone, or in person by June 15.
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We will probably meet on Wednesday nights at 7PM via Zoom
beginning in July.

If you are interested, please let me know by June 15 so that I can order
your book for you. There is no charge.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ST. MARK'S

Are you current with your pledge? We will distribute with the June
Messenger your financial statement. We all need to do our share - and
even more if we are able.

Just like you, we must pay for
insurance, utilities, and routine
repairs. We mow the cemetery
lawn every two weeks; we have
more than 13 acres, and it costs
$700 per mowing. We pay our
sexton and housekeeper to keep
our three buildings in good
order.

MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD AND BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER

7\}% On May 25 we served a cheerful group of
fifty people a tasty picnic of hot dogs, cole
slaw, chips, and a drink. All we needed was
picnic tables! Yay, it's summer again.

Jubilee Ministry

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard receives
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generous support from many individuals and organizations. For
example, Empire Kosher has recently donated 10 cases of chicken leg
quarters. That’s 120 two-pound packages! We give thanks to Michelle
Bitner (who works at Empire) and her colleagues for their great work
and generous spirits.

With the blessings of the vestry, MHC will continue to use our parish
hall to distribute food. When Coffee Hour and other social events
resume, we will find ways to arrange the furniture so that the space
works for all of us. If you want to know why we’re doing this, just say:

“Matthew 25.”

May Numbers

Total individuals- 170
Total families- 104
New individuals- 2

New families- 1

WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS

Prayer List: Patty Attivo, Jacqueline Benevento, Ralph Bitner, Dennis
Bossinger, Ellen Bryant, Bob Briar, Lisa Briar, Shirley Brown, Tyler
Burris, Dottie Casner, Peggy Collins, Lew Copenhaver, Heather
Creighton, Amanda Ergler, Shirley Ferguson, Richard Flood, Marcia
Folk, Mike Gillispie, Josh Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler, Bruce
Kinsey, Judy Kline, James Krepps, Martie Marquez, Pam Lawson, Doris
McKee, Sally Metz, Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James Moore, David
Moore, Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, Amy Reeder, Catherine
Schwieibert, Makenzie Shearer, Joseph Smith, Danny Snyder, Steven
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Sunday and Family, Laura Tate, Henry and Jackie Walk, Evelyn Wilson,
Bill Wilson, Stella and Ashley Wright.

We pray also for those serving in the military as well as for President Joe
Biden and Governor Tom Wolf.

We pray for the leaders of our church, especially our Presiding Bishop
(Michael Curry), our Bishop (Audrey Scanlon), our priest (Father John)
and our worship leaders (Blair Hannon, Joyce Hart, our lectors, our
ushers, and our altar guild). We serve in the name of Jesus, son of God.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

10 — Joe Sikorsky O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND:
204 Bill Gillispie LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR
22 2John Michael Aitkin | SERVANT AS (S)HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR.
30 2 Susan Beers GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM

AND GRACE AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN
YOUR GOODNESS; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST
OUR LORD. AMEN.

VESTRY WORK

We continue to develop a plan for a handicapped accessible bathroom
and hope to have bids for the vestry to consider at our June meeting.

We are delighted that the Mifflin County Girls’ Lacrosse team has had a
successful season while playing its home games on our unused acreage in
our cemetery.

ALTAR FLOWERS
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Because we have returned to worship in the church, I invite you to
sponsor flowers for the altar. Please sign up!
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