St. Mark’s Messenger for May

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS
Consider these four images of Spring and Eastertide (the fifty days after Easter). In
the first image you see our church from Main Street last week - the trees flowering
beautifully. In the second you see the altar linens that Blair spent four hours ironing
to prepare for Easter. God makes the flowers bloom; people make our church
bloom.

The third is our new Pascal candle (the light of Christ burns each Sunday until




Pentecost - you will also see it at baptisms and funerals); the fourth is our statue of
Christ the King, the risen Lord, triumphant over death and presiding over each of

our services. This montage gives a summary view of Easter 2021 but they don't tell

the full story. Let's think more about the Risen Lord.

When I say “the body of
Christ, the bread of heaven;
We will not cease, the blood of Christ, the cup of
and we will not give up salvation,” look toward the
altar and see that Christ

until this world reflects less our nightmare . : )
himself is present in our

and more God'’s dream

where there's plenty good room
for all God’s children.

service, in our elements, and
in each of us.

Hallelujah anyhow. At the Easter Vigil, I had a real
sense of God’s presence in my
The Most Rev. Michael Curry life - and the promise of life

eternal. If | had doubts before
(I once had a few), I have none
now.
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Not any. Not one.

Everything was perfect except for the attendance, which was disappointing: only two
families were present not counting Blair, Joyce, and me.

When I shared my concern about our Vigil with other Episcopal clergyk, one wise
priest said, “John, the Easter Vigil is for the faithful.” May we grow the apostolic
core of this church so that next year, the faithful will be far more numerous. I am

very grateful to Joyce, Blair, and the folks who worked hard to make Holy Week
holy!

[ had many highlights in Lent besides our Community Lenten services, our
Wednesday evening Lenten series (“Meeting God in Mark”), and the reading of the
gospel of Mark (90 minutes) by folks from St. Andrews. Think of this fact: 90
minutes is not nearly as long as a Penn State football game. The gospel was read by
people I know -- lots of them - just as it would have been in the early church.
Although I have preached on this gospel for eleven years and studied it even longer,



hearing it made me feel personally connected to the challenge of understanding
Jesus, of taking him at his word against all of the rational reasons to reject Him.

We have so many opportunities to grow and ripen as Christians. What would it
take for you to join us after Pentecost for a study of the Sermon on the Mount
and the Lord’s Prayer? Please, please, please join us.

Just after Easter our Pastoral Care Team was able to see our shut-ins at Valley View
and Ohesson. Phyllis and I were so glad to see Shirley and Bill in person. At
Ohesson I saw Judy Kline and Dick Flood together - and in all cases, we shared
communion, prayers, laughter, and even hugs.

[ am thankful for your calls, letters, and expression of concern for my wife as she
convalesces from knee surgery. This experience has taught me a lot about care-giving,
and I'm grateful for that.

Let me close with a thought after watching the funeral of Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh. I was reminded that we should all plan our funeral services now when
we are able. His service reflected his preferences and values - good for him - but it is
nowhere close to the kind of funeral that [ want for my family and friends. Please see
me for forms that will help you plan the kind of funeral that you want. You will be
glad that you have done it. Part of God’s plan is death and resurrection for each of
us. We are all in the same line, as A.]. Picard writes, but for Christians, death is not
the last step in our journey.




Every minute someone leaves this world behind
We are all in the “the line” without knowing it.
We never know how many people are before us.
We can not mowe to the back of the line.
We can not step out of the line.
We can not avoid the line.
So while we wait in the line...

Make moments count.
Make priorities.

IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE Make the time.
EVERYTHING CAN CHANGE. SO Make your gifts known.
FORGIVE OFTEN AND LOVE WITH Make a nobody feel like a somebody.
ALL YOUR HEART. YOU MAY NOT Make your voice heard.
" HAVE THAT CHANCE AGAIN. Make the small things big.

Make someone smile.

Make the change.

Make love.

Make up.

Make peace.

Make sure to tell your people they are

loved.
Make sure to have no regrets.

Ziglar.com

Make sure you are ready.

Father John+

AY AT ST. MARK'S

May will be a very busy in the life of the nation as well as
St. Mark’s. We will celebrate Mother’s Day on May 9 and
Memorial Day on May 31, which signals the unofficial

w“‘ J *-‘ start of summer. After May 1, we should be past the “frost
L 4. ﬁ danger” zone, so gardeners will be busy.
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here is a long tradition of the rogation days before the



Ascension - we would ask God to protect our crops and to bless us as we work with
the Mother earth to produce food. We will also pray for those who work in
commerce and industry as well as the stewardship of creation. Spare us, Lord, from
drought and floods so that we will have food for ourselves and the world.

We have two major feast days: Ascension on May 13 and Pentecost on May 23, a
time when we wear red and ringbells to celebrate the birthday of the Church. The
Sunday before Ascension (May 9) has traditionally been called Rogation Sunday. In
597 the Pope specifically mentioned its importance. Rogation is a prayer of request:
we are asking God to protect our crops from pestilence so that we will have a fruitful
harvest. We also pray for all who work to make our society safe and sustainable as
well as the Earth, our island home.

Mother’s Day on May 9 coincides with Rogation Sunday. Both remind us that a
mother’s love is as precious as food because it is our first experience of human love
and like food, it is essential to life itself. Through this love, we are reminded of
God’s love forus. So many passages in Scripture use female imagery to talk about
divine love. Isaiah says that God will comfort us as a mother comforts her child.
Jesus says that he would like to be like a mother hen who protects her chicks. Let us
thank God for all who have nurtured us - Moms, Grandmothers, Aunts as well as
Dads, Grandfathers, and Uncles. Families come in all shapes and sizes: let us be
grateful for those who have shaped us.

Pentecost marks the dramatic appearance of the Holy Spirit. Jesus had promisedthat
we would not be left alone; he would provide us with a counselor, guide, and
advocate. The same Holy Spirit present at Christ’s baptism in the River Jordan and
transfiguration in the presence of Peter, James, and John now fills the room where
the disciples are gathered. May it all fill our hearts with an urgent desire to love and
serve the Lord.

Father John




Prayer List: Patty Attivo, Jacqueline Benevento, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger,
Ellen Bryant, Bob Briar, Lisa Briar, Shirley Brown, Tyler Burris, Dottie Casner,
Peggy Collins, Lew Copenhaver, Heather Creighton, Amanda Ergler, Shirley
Ferguson, Richard Flood, Marcia Folk, Mike Gillispie, Kathryn Grossman, Josh
Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler, Bruce Kinsey, Judy Kline, James Krepps,
Martie Marquez, Pam Lawson, Doris McKee, Sally Metz, Marsha Lynch-Mock,
Austin James Moore, David Moore, Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, Amy Reeder,

Catherine Schwieibert, Makenzie Shearer, Joseph Smith, Danny Snyder, Steven
Sunday and Family, Laura Tate, Henry and Jackie Walk, Evelyn Wilson, Bill Wilson,
Stella and Ashley Wright.

May Birthdays and Anniversaries

13 - Judy Kline
15—Dan Dillon
23—Richard Walters
24—Richard Flood
30—Jon Myers

BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER AND MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD

On April 27 we served a cheerful group of 50 people a tasty take- out meal of subs,
chips, and cookies from OIP. The numbers for Mother Hubbard continue on the
low side because so man of the needy have received stimulus checks. We will be
there for them when their needs increase.

March Numbers for Mid-April

Total individuals- 110 Total individuals- 35
Total families- 43 Total families- 18
New individuals- 19 New individuals- 1
New families- 5 New families- 1




What Does the Lord’s Prayer Mean?

We pray the Lord’s prayer daily and every
Sunday, so often in fact that we’re probably
numb to its meaning. We ask God to forgive
us our trespasses, but a better translation
would be “debts.” When Jesus says “daily
bread,” what is included in that request
besides food? A better translation would be
“food for tomorrow.” Dear Lord, what
should we be praying for!

This important prayer is part of the Sermon
on the Mount or Plain (depending on
whether we are talking about Matthew or S E R M O N on
Luke). Why do we have two versions, and
why are they so different! Neither is a
sermon but contain "talking points" that B 1P CnIRE R e KINGDAN o HEAVEN

would be developed into a sermon.

So what exactly is Jesus telling his disciples! We should recognize that we are now
those disciples - he is our teacher. I invite you to join a study group after Pentecost
to understand these teachings. We’'ll meet via Zoom on Wednesday evenings at
7PM, and I will invite Episcopalians from other parishes to join us.

If you are interested, please let me know by June 1 so that I can order your book for
you. There is no charge.

Our guide is Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a distinguished New Testament scholar. Please let
me know by email, phone, or in person by May 9.

Altar Flowers

Because we have returned to worship in the church, I invite you to sponsor flowers
for the altar. There will be a signup sheet in the parish house for you to use. Flowers
are a wonderful visual enrichment for us all to enjoy as well as a great way to
remember birthdays, anniversaries, and loved ones who are no longer with us.



Adiartitanc | Christmas Season

~— Birth of Our Lord (Christmas Eve, Christmas Day)

—— Day of Epiphany
—— Baptism of Our Lord

Epiphany Season

—— Transfiguration
~—— Ash Wednesday

All Saints Day —, The Church Year
Begins Here
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The Seasons
of the Church Year

Ordinary Time

(Time after Pentecost)

Season of Lent

Holy Trinity Sunday__§ = Passion (Palm) Sunday

“—— Maundy Thursday
*—— The Passion of Our Lord (Good Friday)
*—— The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday)

Day of Pentecost —

The Ascension of Our Lord —

[ Easter Season J
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