
  

 
Let me start with a reflection on symbols of our faith. What is the role and meaning of crosses, and 

which kind should we have outside our church? In our long history, we’ve had quite a variety and the first 
church (1824) had neither a steeple nor a cross.  

This beautiful cross on our steeple resembles a weather vane. I 
wonder if it suggests that in Christ, there is no East or West. It is 
beautifully filigreed with very skillful ironwork. I have no idea who the 
artisan was and would love to know. 

Styles change. People want new kinds of symbols to express their 
faith and their understanding of the divine. 

Consider this colorized picture of the church and chapel about 
1910. Notice that we had a Celtic cross on top of the church, but it’s not 
on the steeple; it’s on the roof. What do you think of the structure on top 
of the parish house? Because the parish house was originally “St Mark’s 
Chapel,” it made sense to have a steeple on top of a chapel. Indeed, our 

current steeple stands between the church and the 
chapel, so it serves both buildings as our closest 
approach to the Heavens. 

Today that Celtic cross inside our parish 
house, waiting for a good place and a new life. We 
rescued it from the basement in late June.  

In 1926 we added a new entrance to the 
chapel (which by then had become the parish 
house), creating a new stairway to the basement and 
the space where we now hope to put an ADA 

bathroom. This 
change aligned the 
façade with the church.  

So the little steeple had to go, and I bet that lots of people were 
upset (“It’s always been that way” or “why are we spending money on 
that?”).  

One of the challenges of being a church almost two hundred years 
old is how to balance the glories of our heritage with the needs and tastes 
of the present.  

+++ 
May was a time of great joy for Kathryn and me – first of all, to 

visit our grandkids in upstate New York and a few weeks later to see 
Kathryn’s relatives on Long Island. Even better, at St. Mark’s I now see 
people’s faces, not just their masks. I’m actually shaking hands again and 

we have plans for weekly coffee hours in July.  
I am thrilled that we have the chance to worship as a whole diocese on Saturday, October 23. Our 

presiding bishop, Michael Curry, will be with us that day, and he’s a good a preacher as Billy Graham. If 
enough folks from St. Mark’s want to go, we will rent a van and eliminate the hassle and cost of everyone 
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driving and trying to find a place to park. The event will be held in Lancaster, only 90 miles from 
Lewistown. Imagine this: a thousand people, several choirs, and a communion service followed by a picnic. 

Speaking of worship, look for slight changes in our worship services 
in the months ahead. We’ll be using new settings for some of the service 
music (parts that we chant – like the Lord’s Prayer). Let’s try a more 
contemporary setting that is more hymn-like. The change alone should 
sharpen our sense of these familiar words. We’ll also be singing a wider 
range of old hymns that may be new to us. If you have a favorite hymn that 
you would like to sing, please give it to Joyce or Father John. 

We will also be using new prayers of the people (the Book of 
Common Prayer lists six good ones but many parishes write their own) and 
new Eucharistic prayers. In the 1928 Prayer Book, a single Eucharistic 
prayer was used every Sunday. Our current Book of Common Prayer has 
four, but Bishop Audrey has given us permission to use others authorized by 
the Episcopal Church, so why not try them?  

Please let me know your reactions after we have done the new 
settings several times. What strikes you as new or meaningful or beautiful? 
 
Father John 

EVERYTHING ABOUT THE BEATITUDES AND THE LORD’S PRAYER BUT YOU WERE AFRAID TO ASK 

Join fellow Episcopalians from Altoona, Bellefonte, Huntington, 
Hawk Run, State College, and Tyrone. Our leaders will be five 
priests, four deacons, and you. With Zoom, nobody has to travel. 
What could be better or more timely? 

Our guide is Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a distinguished New 
Testament scholar. Please let me know by email, phone, or in 
person by July 7. We will meet on Wednesday nights from July 7-
August 18. We will use the same Zoom connection as we do for 
our services. Let Father John know if you want to participate. 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ST. MARK'S  
 

 You will receive in early July your pledge statement for the first half 
of the year. If you are not current on your pledge, will you please make 
every effort to catch up? If you do not think that you will be able to 
meet your pledge, please see Father John. If you are current, then 
thank you for your faithfulness. 

  St. Mark’s is supported by about thirty households. Every contribution matters. If you are able to 
give extra, please do so. It makes a difference. 
 
MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD AND BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER 
Throughout the pandemic Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard was open. We adapted many of our procedures to 
keep all of us safe. 

June 
 Total individuals- 136 
         Total families- 68 
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         New individuals-13  
         New families- 4 
 

This says so much about the dedication and loyalty of our volunteers to this community.  
       While client numbers have been lower in 2021 because of temporarily increased benefits, the 
numbers will grow again soon. We are grateful for gifts of money, food, and personal care items from an 
amazing group of supporters, both individuals and organizations: seventeen churches, the police, school 
clubs Cub and Boy Scout troops, Lion and Elks organizations, 2 chip distributors, Geisinger Hospital and 
doctor offices, many banks and businesses, Giant and Weis grocery stores, FirstQuality,  and many 
individuals inside and outside St. Mark’s. 

We are truly blessed, and this is why MHC has been able to do God’s work since 1972.  
On June 21 we served a cheerful group of fifty people a tasty meal from OIP to fifty people as part of 

Breaking Bread Together. 
 With the blessing of the vestry, MHC will continue to use our parish hall to distribute food. When 
Coffee Hour and other social events resume, we will find ways to arrange the furniture so that the space 
works for all of us. If people ask why we’re doing this, just say: “Matthew 25.” 
 
WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS 
 
Prayer List: Patty Attivo, Jacqueline Benevento, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger, Ellen Bryant, Bob Briar, 
Lisa Briar, Shirley Brown, Tyler Burris, Dottie Casner, Peggy Collins, Lew Copenhaver, Heather Creighton, 
Shirley Dieterling, Amanda Ergler, Shirley Ferguson, Richard Flood, Marcia Folk, Mike Gillispie, Ian Q. 
Holmes, Josh Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler, Bruce Kinsey, Judy Kline, James Krepps, Rose Lingle, 
Martie Marquez, Pam Lawson, Doris McKee, Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James Moore, David Moore, 
Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, Amy Reeder, Catherine Schwieibert, Makenzie Shearer, Joseph Smith, 
Danny Snyder, Arline Suleswki, Steven Sunday and Family, Laura Tate, Henry and Jackie Walk, Evelyn 
Wilson, Bill Wilson, and Stella Wright. 
 
We pray also for those serving in the military as well as for President Joe Biden and Governor Tom Wolf. 
We pray for the leaders of our church, especially our Presiding Bishop (Michael Curry), our Bishop (Audrey 
Scanlon), our priest (Father John) and our worship leaders (Blair Hannon, Joyce Hart, our lectors, our 
ushers, and our altar guild). We all serve in the name of Jesus, son of God. 
 
JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 3—Georgia Olson 
9—Phyllis Sikorsky 
11—Cathy Beers 
13 — 58th anniversary of Tony 
&Sharon Hatfield-Nicholson 
18—Henry Walk 
19—Jackie Leight 
23—Fred McKinley 
  

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND:  LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR 

SERVANT AS (S)HE  BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR. GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND 

GRACE AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR GOODNESS; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR 

LORD. AMEN. 

 
CEMETERY UPDATE 
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• Cremation burial 5/25/21 
• One full burial 6/8/21 
• Layout of three headstone bases  
• Helped several families find grave sites of their relatives 

DO YOU LIKE OUR LIKE OUR ALTAR FLOWERS? 
 
Because we have returned to worship in the church, I invite you to sponsor flowers for the altar. Please sign 
up! 
 
RETURN OF COFFEE HOUR AND THE PARISH PICNIC 
 
Beginning in July, we will hold coffee hour after our service in St. Francis’s garden next to the parish house. 
Please join us for coffee, iced tea, and fellowship.  

We will have our annual parish picnic in the backyard of our church rather than in the park. The 
date will be August 15 with a rain date of August 22. We will have more details in August, but our goal is to 
keep it simple, safe, and fun. Yes, we will have an auction of small gifts that are a great bargain.  

All proceeds will go to the church. 
 
UPDATE ON OUR SHUT-INS 
I was delighted to visit Ralph Bitner on June 20 and to say hello to 
his caregiver, Michayla. About six weeks  ago Ralph was in the 
hospital with COVID. While he had no difficulties with breathing, 
he was incredibly weak. He is doing much better now. Ralph and I 
talked at length about what his father and grandfather taught him, 
especially how to hunt and fish, because it was Father’s Day. We 
hope to see Ralph and Michayla back in church soon. 
  
On June 16 I had an excellent conversation with Evelyn Wilson. As 
one of the matriarchs of our church, she has a vivid memory for our 

history. She was one of the very few 
female science graduates in her 
class at Penn State, and not long 
after graduation, she worked in the 
lab of someone very famous and a 
real American hero: Dr. Jonas Salk. She is very proud of her children and 
grandchildren. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC ON JULY 4 
Because the fourth of July falls on Sunday, we will celebrate the national 
holiday with some traditional American music, including the Star 
Spangled Banner. Yes, it has more than one verse, and we’ll sing each of 
them as well favorites like “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” “America 
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the Beautiful” and “My country, tis of thee.”  
 On the Fourth, we’ll fly the flag in front of our house as you can see 
in this picture. Let us remember that our great experiment in democracy is 
just that: an experiment. It is too soon to determine whether we can live up 
to our ideals and principles. 
 
RENEWAL OF VOWS – WHAT’S THAT LIKE? 
 
One of the delights of “long” marriages 
is for couples to renew their vows. This 
is similar to what our whole 
congregation does several times each 
year when we renew our baptismal 

covenant – promises between us, God, and our community. We have 
done only one renewal at St. Mark’s, and so I wanted you to see what 
the renewal looks like. It’s not complicated and is lovely. We can freely 
adapt the vows to suit each couple.    
 
After the Prayers of the People and before the Peace, the couple comes to the front of the church. The 
Priest then says: 
 
Friends in Christ, we are gathered together with N. and N., who have come today to give thanks to God for 
his blessing upon their marriage, and to reaffirm their marriage covenant. 
The Celebrant then asks the man 

N., do you here, in the presence of God and of this congregation, renew the promises you made when you 
bound yourself to N. in holy matrimony? 
The Man answers 

I do. 

The Celebrant then asks the woman 

N., do you here, in the presence of God and of this congregation, renew the promises you made when you 
bound yourself to N. in holy matrimony? 
The Woman answers 

I do. 

The Husband and Wife, kneeling or standing, say together 

We thank you, most gracious God, for consecrating our marriage in Christ’s Name and presence. Lead us 
further in companionship with each other and with you. Give us grace to live together in love and fidelity, 
with care for one another. Strengthen us all our days, and bring us to that holy table where, with those we 
love, we will feast for ever in our heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The Celebrant then blesses them, saying 

May God the Father, who at creation ordained that man and woman become one flesh, keep you 
one. Amen. 
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May God the Son, who adorned this manner of life by his first miracle, at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, 
be present with you always. Amen. 
May God the Holy Spirit, who has given you the will to persevere in your love and in your covenant with 
each other, strengthen your bond. Amen. 
And may God the Holy Trinity, the source of all unity, bless you this day and for ever. Amen. 
 
A personal note: yes, the bride and groom can kiss. 
 
If you would like, we can do the same ceremony in your house or at a park – wherever.  
 
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR SALLY METZ 
 
One of the highlights of the memorial service for Sally Metz (June 19) was the chance to talk with her family 
and friends. They stressed her strong, joyful connection to St. Mark’s through her beloved aunt, Helen 
Lewis. Two of Sally’s dear friends are also familiar to St. Mark’s because their decades of joyful participation 
in the life of the parish (choir, altar guild, and fellowship). If you’ve not seen Dick and Ann Gibboney 
recently, enjoy their photos. Though members of St. Andrews-State College, hope to worship with us again. 
 

 

 

 
 
 


