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August 2021
FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS

The horrifying scenes of the flooding in Germany, Belgium, and the Netherlands triggers painful
memories for many people in Lewiston. In June 1972 this was the view of the steps into the Church
office on Water Street.
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Jeff Wilson vividly remembers using a shovel to dig out the mud and much for the basement and helping
to throw away an enormous number of flood-damaged goods. At that time we had an active Sunday
School as well as a full kitchen in the basement. Almost nothing could be salvaged. Jeff said that he will
never forget the smell. Next year will be the 50™ anniversary, and the community will be working on a
book of pictures, analysis, and memories.

I've been busy. On June 22 I renewed my vows with 60+ other priests and deacons. This is the first
time in TWO YEARS that we have had an in-person gathering, and it was wonderful to see old friends
again and meet some of the new clergy who have come to central PA. [ was intrigued to see that our
Bishop chose for our Eucharistic service the version that St. Mark’s has been using for six weeks. At that
time, we were the only church in our diocese that was using the newer form of the service. I congratulated

St. Mark’s Messenger 1 August 2021



her on such a good choice! (I had asked her permission to use it.) I also brought oil for anointing and

chrism for baptism.

On another bright note, I continue to be active in the Lewistown community. I am now president
of the board for the Shelter and vice-president for the Advisory Committee on Aging. I am also a member
of the Diocesan Committee on the Fair Share, so I have a much more nuanced understanding of the
finances of the other churches in our Diocese.

And I’'m looking forward to a week’s vacation at the end of August, the first one I've taken in
almost two years. [ will officiate at the wedding of my niece Eleanor in San Diego. The event was
postponed for a year because of You Know What. We’re not looking forward to the long flights because
masks are required from the time we enter the airport until we leave the airport. Yuck!

We are so lucky to have an excellent supply priest, the Rev. Eileen Weglarz. Please welcome her on

August 29.
John+

UPDATE ON JOYCE HART

On July 14 Joyce had surgery to remove a brain tumor that had been recently discovered.
Unfortunately, the tumor was a very aggressive cancer. She will be in rehab for the next few weeks.
She will appreciate cards - but please do not send flowers. I had a good visit with her on July 25
and will be in close contact with her and her children: Leah, Lydia, and Tim. Her address is:

Penn State Health Rehabilitation Hospital
1135 Old West Chocolate Avenue

Hummelstown, PA 17036

PAYING OUR FAIR SHARE (PLEDGING) TO OURSELVES AND THE DIOCESE: HOW ARE WE DOING?

Pl st Wbsughit: Fous've Aol just

giving the Lord 10 percent; Ha's giving you
30 porcont, (See Malocki 310

Very well, thank you! About 30 households pledge to St. Mark’s,
and half-way through the year 75% have paid 50% or more of
their pledge. Six people have paid their full pledge - and more.

So our “fair share” to ourselves is right where it should be.
How is the Diocese doing with its Fair Share?

Right now we have 61 parishes. Bishop Audrey believes
that fifteen of them will close within the next five years because
of two factors: insufficient number of members as well as
insufficient income.

Most parishes are poor. Almost 50% have an operating
budget less than $100K per year; 23% are between $100K and
$200K (St. Mark’s is $140K.) We are #37 (out of 61) in the size
of our operating budget. If you try to imagine the next decade for
the poorest parishes, this is precisely where Shaped by Faith is their
best hope.
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May they be brave enough to participate (many are NOT, alas). They would rather close than
change. And that’s what is going to happen.

St. Mark’s Fair Share is $18,413; St. James-Lancaster pays $196,140 because its operating budget is
$1,254,000. How do we most fairly determine how much each parish should contribute to the Diocese?
That’s what my Committee is wrestling with. If it were simple, it would have been settled decades ago.

IF WE HAD TO SUDDENLY EVACUATE THE CHURCH, HOwW WOULD WE DO IT?

God forbid that we would ever have an emergency, but every church should have a
Safety Plan that prepares us for such situations. Some Sunday in August we will
practice how we would exit quickly. We will provide a full explanation before we do
~9 it. Every year schools practice this exercise; we should do so as well.

MORNING PRAYER RETURNS TO ST. MARK’S ON WEDNESDAYS

EMERGENCY

EXIT ONLY We will be doing the full Morning Prayer service and then the Eucharist prayer on
Ea Wednesdays in the Chapel. With Morning Prayer, we get the regular cycle of

canticles as well as lengthier readings from Scripture, not just the short lessons we
hear on Sunday. We still have anointing for healing, and the service lasts no more than 30 minutes.

[ am prejudiced: I love Morning Prayer. When [ was a deacon for a year in Renovo, I presided at
MP for three Sundays each month for a year. [ became an Episcopalian because I fell in love with the
1928 Book of Common Prayer. From 1974 to 1982, it was the only prayer book I knew, and my parishes
used Morning Prayer most Sundays. I had memorized the service by the time we got to the new prayer
book. The “General Thanksgiving” is my favorite prayer (“with the means of grace and the hope of glory”).

During Lent, we'll even use Rite 1. Talk about back to the future.

What would you think of doing Morning Prayer + Eucharist on Sundays? If five people say
“yes,” we’ll do it.

BISHOP AUDREY’S VISION FOR OUR DIOCESE, 2021-2027

Our bishop is completing her first six years with us and has developed goals for the next six years.
1. Integrate the formation and nurturing of the Beloved Community in Central
Pennsylvania into every facet of our common life. (This deals with anti-racism
initiatives.)
2. Complete the re-shaping of the Diocese through the Shaped by Faith initiative
a. complete and implement plans for re-shaping by convocation
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b. secure funding for implementation, develop
disbursement protocol
3. Restructure Finances
a. restructure diocesan grant and loan funding to support
parishes' mission
evaluate investment strategy
re-work Diocesan Assessment formula (Father John is on
this committee)
4. Continue to Develop and Hone the Formation Resource of
the Stevenson School for Ministry
a. New Dean 2022
b. Evaluation of partnerships/strategic planning for
strength and service to Diocese
5. Develop new system of Diocesan structure, staffing and
oversight that incorporates a closer collaboration with the
Diocese of Bethlehem for Shared Ministry and Leadership

DON’T FALL FOR “PHISHING” SCAMS

Dear friends, don’t fall prey to crooks who prey on your trusting spirit and generosity. Last month
someone impersonating Fred McKinley (and signing his email “Fred McKinley, Junior Warden, St.
Mark’s, 21 South Main Street, Lewistown, PA 17044) asked me for a copy of the church directory.

[ failed to recognize that this was not Fred’s real email address and sent it to him. With a list of
email addresses, he could “phish” our members by pretending to be” John Harwood, Priest” and if you
fell for his invitation, he’d ask you to send him Ebay gift cards. I WAS THE FIRST VICTIM!

Such scams are making the round of church circles —- for example, both Bishop Audrey and
R Bishop Collins of the ELCA have been recently impersonated
i.l ! by someone “needing” such gift cards. It is insidious, but please

| be assured that neither the Bishops nor [ would NEVER ask
you to do any such thing —- ever!!! Nor would I direct you to
“call me at once because I am busy in a meeting.”
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If you ever have a question, just call me on my cell (814-

571-0687) or at home (814-235-1198).

THE MINISTRY OF MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD: FEED MY
SHEEP AND BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER

Thanks to Jeff Wilson, we received a $1,000 from MMG
Insurance Company. Yay! The picture shows our volunteers as
well as Jeff and the representative from MMG.

In June we served more than two hundred folks, and at
Breaking Bread Together on July 29, we shared a Pizza Hut meal with fifty people.

Jesus was very specific: If you love me, feed my sheep. In July we helped to feed 250+ people.
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC: ST. MARK’S NEEDS YOU!

What are your favorite hymns! If we haven’t sung one of them recently, please let Father John know the
titles.

During our search for an organist, be assured that we will have MUSIC at every Sunday service.
Miranda Shoop will be with us for the next four ways, and we will have an accompanist besides JTH for
most of those Sundays. You will enjoy the preludes and postludes by Josh Lee as well.

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” Indeed, we will, with your help.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

7: JEFF WILSON O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND: LOOK
7: ALEXIS KUHNS WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR

8: BENJAMIN HARWOOD SERVANT N. AS (S) HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR.
9: MIKE GILLISPIE GRANT THAT (S) HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND
10: DIANE CARTER GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR
15: MARK REMY GOODNESS ; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR

21: JACKIE WALK LORD. AMEN.

PASTORAL NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES: COUNTING YOUR BLESSINGS

If you find yourself in need of a pastoral visit at home or in a hospital, please let me know. I am always
happy to visit you in your home. Do you want to have a blessing before you start a medical procedure! Do
you want a blessing as you make a transition in your life?

Are there other pastoral needs! Would you like to renew your marriage vows! Would you like to
talk with me about baptism or confirmation?! There are many adults who “missed” this chance when they
were young, but as I know from personal experience (I was baptized at the age of 60!), it is never too late.

We should be especially joyful to celebrate “significant” birthdays and anniversaries (the ones that
end in 5 or 0). I have one coming up on February 16.

Our church has developed special prayers and services for all occasions of life. Let’s use them!

NEW WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR BUDGET

Another way to give back to the parish is to purchase a paver ($395). What a wonderful way to honor or
remember someone important in your life. We are all restricted in the number of words: 3 lines of
engraving with maximum of 14 characters (including spaces) per line. Please see Father John if you are
interested.

Finally, our beautiful columbarium is now ready for you to purchase a niche. The cost is $1,000,
and while cost should not be the deciding factor, please consider these advantages over traditional
interment in a cemetery.

1. No need for separate urns (self-contained urn/niche construction).
2. Above ground burial of cremated remains.
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3. Sacred context of church’s memorial garden.
4. Public space in a notable and historic location within the borough.
Please see Father John if you are interested in purchasing a niche.

PROPERTY UPDATE

We have installed an air conditioner in the church office, which will make it far more pleasant for folks
who need to work in that space to prepare bulletins, newsletters, and handle our bills. We are talking with
contractors about our need for a handicapped-accessible bathroom.

PARISH PICNIC ON AUGUST 15

Our annual Church Picnic will be held at the Church after the Sunday Service on August15, 2021 (rain

date the next Sunday). Please bring a covered dish and something for a blind auction.
MEET OUR PRESIDING BISHOP, MICHAEL CURRY, IN PERSON

We have a chance to worship with our entire
diocese and hear the Good News from our
Presiding Bishop on Saturday, October 23, in
Lancaster. St. Mark’s will provide transportation.
Our bishop, Audrey Scanlan, will preside;
Michael Curry will preach (and oh, will he
preach!); and we will have a very large choir from
several parishes. We will sing our favorite hymns,
and you will be stirred by the charismatic sermon
by Bishop Curry. I have heard him preach “live”
three times, and I'll never forget the experiences.
The whole world heard him preach at the
wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markel in
2018.
He will set your hearts on fire. Irf
Don’t miss this opportunity. Please let Father =7y My
John know if you want to participate in the best

//f

worship experience of 2021.

PRAYER LIST

Patty Attivo, Jacqueline Benevento, Ralph Bitner, Dennis Bossinger, Ellen Bryant, Bob Briar, Lisa Briar,
Shirley Brown, Tyler Burris, Dottie Casner, Peggy Collins, Lew Copenhaver, Heather Creighton, Shirley
Dieterling, Amanda Ergler, Shirley Ferguson, Richard Flood, Marcia Folk, Joyce Hart, lan Q. Holmes, Josh
Hohol, Dolores Houser, Angela Kaler, Bruce Kinsey, Judy Kline, James Krepps, Martie Marquez, Pam Lawson,
Doris McKee, Marsha Lynch-Mock, Austin James Moore, David Moore, Virginia Nace, Gabriel Newman, Amy
Reeder, Makenzie Shearer, Joseph Smith, Danny Snyder, Arline Suleswki, Steven Sunday and Family, Laura
Tate, Henry and Jackie Walk, Evelyn Wilson, Bill Wilson, Willa Silverman, and Stella Wright.
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