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FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS 
Do you remember where we were last Christmas Eve? I do – because we weren't in 

church. COVID was tearing through the community, and it was not safe to worship in 
person.  

This was before we had vaccines, and the treatments for the very ill were not very 
promising. We had only four people in church for our service (Father John, Blair, Joyce, 
and Hal), and it sure didn't seem very Christmasy to share the Good News via Zoom. But 
we did the best we could. 

This year will be different! Our church will be beautiful, and we will join together 
during Advent to await the coming of the Lord – and then celebrate his arrival on 

Christmas Eve. 

Last Sunday we celebrated the feast of Christ the King, and my sermon was 
inspired by the majesty of the image behind our altar, Jesus as the Risen Lord.  

 Having overcome the cross (which is in the background), he is dressed like a king, 
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wearing a golden crown and a resplendent robe. He raises his hands in a blessing that 
communicates his identity: the three raised fingers symbolize “father, son, and holy 
spirit.” The two fingers that are down symbolize the dual nature of Jesus: human and 
divine. Our altar’s paraments and my vestments were white – the same colors we use 
for Easter and Christmas. This is the Risen Christ, our King and Savior. 

 But now we are in Advent. The color of my chasuble is now 
blue, and we will light four advent candles as we prepare for 
Christmas. We will no longer say or sing the “gloria” – and 
won’t until Christmas Eve. 

 The time and place had to be right for the coming of the 
kingdom. God could have sent Jesus to be born anytime but he 
chose Palestine while it was under Roman rule. The time had to 
be right, and God would wait until it was. In the image to the 
left is our window that depicts Mary becoming the handmaid of 
the Lord. Was she ready? 
 To prepare the people, God had sent prophets to proclaim 
the coming of the Lord. The booming voices of Isaiah and John 
the Baptist tell us that the time grows near.  
 When John is called to proclaim the way of the Lord, we 
know that the time is almost here. He is the last of these great 
prophets, and his message repeats the promises of the earlier 
prophets with ONE BIG DIFFERENCE: the Kingdom is almost 
here. Get ready.   
 As you listen to the lessons in December, keep track of all 

the people who were waiting, some in hope and others in dread 
(Herod comes to mind).  

Watch how people lived as they were waiting; they were not passive. Think of the 
magi, who had been traveling for several months to find the newborn baby. Think of 
Mary and Joseph, who were awaiting the birth of a child promised by an angel.  
 The ticking clock is the heartbeat of God. Can you hear it? 
 And that is where we come in: preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. 
 Advent is a time of preparation, not repentance. The most important gift we can 
give ourselves is to set aside time for prayer.  
 Slow down.  

But when Christmas arrives, celebrate!!! Merry Christmas and peace to you. 
Father John+ 
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FESTIVAL OF ICE 
 
This joyful event returns to St. Mark's on Friday, December 3, at 7PM. Come and enjoy the 
evening with our neighbors in the community. 
 

 THE GREENING OF THE CHURCH 
 Please help us decorate the church 
for Christmas. We will do this after our 
service on December 19. Many hands 
will make the job go quickly. 
 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
Our Christmas Eve service will be on Friday 
at 7PM. We will not have a service on 
Christmas Day. On Sunday, December 26, 
we will have a service of lessons and carols. 

 
MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD AND “BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER”  
 
On November 23, we served 48+ people (men, women and children, old and young alike) a 
delicious sandwich from Michele's Restaurant. Our effort to feed the hungry reflects very 
well on our community and illustrate what Jesus says in Matthew 25:35-45. At Mother 
Hubbard’s this year, we served ~2,500 people. At BBT we served about 600 more folks at 
our monthly meals. Four days a week, 52 weeks a year we serve them with no strings 
attached. This month we will gather and distribute several thousand toys.  

Jesus was very specific: If you love me, feed my sheep. Take care of the neediest 
people, including strangers. Love everyone and be gracious to them. 

If you have two coats, give one away to someone who has none. Quite a few 
parishioners have made gifts to help MHC or to the Homeless Shelter. Can you join them? 
 
 STEWARDSHIP FOR 2022 
 
Twenty-one households have turned in their pledges for 2022, and the vestry and I are 
grateful to everyone who pledged. We will have another balanced budget and can continue 
our ministries as we prepare for our 200th anniversary in 2023-24. 
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ST. MARK'S ABOUT 1900 

This is an early Christmas picture of 
our church before its extensive changes 
in the 1920s. Just imagine hanging the 
Christmas ribbons from our rafters. 
You will note that we did not have a 
pulpit OR a large organ (which came 
about 1925). We did not have electric 
lights yet either.  
 And yet the hymns on the hymn 
board are the same ones that we will 
sing on Christmas Eve. The hymnal 
and prayer book were revised in 1892, 
and I checked the hymn numbers in 
that version. 
 When we sing "O come all ye 
faithful," let us remember those who 
came before us to welcome the 
newborn king. 
 
 

 
 

 
ANNUAL MEETING 
 
Following the new procedures for Annual Meetings in COVID times, we will hold our brief 
annual meeting on December 12 immediately after the service. After reviewing the budget 
approved by the vestry last month, we will elect three members to vestry for three-year terms 
as well as our delegate to our Diocesan Convention. Each of our committees and areas of 
ministry will have a written report, and Father John will distribute them before the meeting. 
The meeting will last no longer than 15 minutes.   
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TOYS FOR TOTS: WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 
 

To bring joy to several 
hundred families and 
nearly 500 children 
when we distribute toys 
on December 20-21, we 
will need lots of help. 
Even Santa has lots of 
helpers. Like last year, 
we will use the Salvation 
Army as the site of our 
distribution. Our work 
has two parts. 
 On Monday, 
December 8, we will 
move the toys left over 
from last year from one 
part of the building to 
the huge, spacious site 
where we will distribute 
the toys this year. We'll 
arrange them on tables 
by the age of the child 
(toddlers to teenagers) so 
that it will be easy for 
the parent to pick the 
right gifts. 
 On Wednesday 
afternoon, December 
10, the truck will arrive 
with NEW toys for this 
year. We'll need to 
unload the toys and take 
them to the right tables. 

None of the presents will be wrapped, so the work should go fast. 
 On Monday and Tuesday, December 20-21, we will distribute the toys. I will schedule 
the parent/grandparent to come at a particular time so that we do not have too many people 
in the building at one time. Everyone will be masked.  
 We need you to help and to bring an able-bodied neighbor or friend. This should be 
an easy "ask": will you help us brighten the lives of needy children?   
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PROPERTY UPDATE AND CEMETERY UPDATE 
 
During the trial “Active Shooter” evacuation, we found that the exit steps from the Sacristy 
were unlevel and     unsteady. The lower step was removed and replaced with a steadier and 
longer base by Jim       Cherry. Cost of the materials was minimal, 12 sacks of concrete and 
some stone. Yet to be installed are the railings. They are on order from Lowes, cost is less 
than $250. This compares to two other bids for over $400. 
 
A garage door for Mother Hubbard's Cupboard is ordered and we are awaiting delivery. 
There is no way to determine when that will occur. Garage door suppliers are notoriously 
keeping the public in the dark as to when delivery will occur. 
 
The Acolyte candle sticks at the base of the lectern were polished with a product called Flitz.  
The eagle needs a massive restoration. The damage resulted from Covid 19 control 
measures, which demanded that disinfectant be applied to all surfaces. Unfortunately, brass 
doesn’t respond well to caustic solutions such as disinfectant cleaner. 
 
A new freezer was purchased for the kitchen. The old one was sent to the basement and will 
still be used. The reason for purchasing a new freezer was two fold. 

1. The old one leaked water occasionally onto the kitchen floor. The present floor is 
in   need of replacement due to a large portion of the floor near the hallway door having 
been removed. There is also a rust spot on the floor because of the leaking freezer. 

2. MHC has been notified that a whole beef is being donated to MHC, thus the 
immediate need for more freezer space. Twenty turkeys have also been donated plus some 
deer venison. It was an executive decision by Fr. Harwood to purchase the freezer 
immediately. This was due to the immediate need and the immediate availability of a 19.5 
cu. ft. freezer. Michael’s Appliances had five on order, but none in stock. Lowes had two 
come in the day of the purchase, so it was decided to purchase one of those. The cost was 
$855, considerably less than the usual price of $1059. 
 
As we approach the bicentennial year of 2023, interest is beginning to focus on what items 
need to be refurbished, cleaned, painted, etc. to present the church in its finest form. The 
top rail of the pews needs attention, all of the woodwork in the altar and choir area needs 
attention. The exterior of the church needs a pressure wash cleaning as well as paint. We 
have the personnel to do some of the lighter work. The Property Committee will develop a 
punch list of items needing attention and a plan for accomplishing the task. 
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JOSH EVERT'S SENIOR RECITAL ON DECEMBER 5 AT 7:30 
  
Location: School of Music Recital Hall. The closest parking is 
at the Nittany Deck for a small fee.   
 
Program: 
  
1. Dichterliebe (1840) 
Robert Schumann (1810-1856) 
Text by Heinrich Heine (1797-1856) 
Dichterliebe ("A Poet's Love") is a wonderful German song 
cycle from the romantic period. It's Robert Schumann's best 
known song cycle. It consists of so many nuanced feelings 
about love, sorrow, anger, etc. 16 movements long and 
approximately 28 minutes in length, it tells a quite compelling 
story. 
  
2. Songs of Travel (1904) 

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
Poems by Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894) 
Songs of Travel is an absolutely breathtaking early 20th century song cycle. It's Vaughan 
Williams' best known song cycle. 9 movements and approximately 24 minutes in length, it 
follows the life of a man who begins as a traveler. Each song throughout the cycle describes 
something different that occurs throughout his long and tumultuous life, with the end of 
the cycle reflecting on all that he has been through. 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Ralph Bitner—5th  
Joyce Hart—6th 
Kathryn Grossman—6th  
Damien Young—7th 
Michael Woodring—11th  
Barbara Gregory—12th  
Thomas Remy—19th 

Jesus of Nazareth—25th 
Tony Hatfield-Nicholson—28th 

 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND: 
LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR 

SERVANT N. AS (S)HE BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR. 
GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM 

AND GRACE, AND STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN 

YOUR GOODNESS ; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 

OUR LORD. AMEN. 
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