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FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS 
 
On Pentecost (June 5) the reading from Acts will mention  all of the countries where 
the faithful Jews came from – the Medes, the Elamites, and even from Cyrene. Have 
you ever wondered where those places are? Yes, you know about Rome, Cyprus, and 
Syria – but that’s probably it. This was civilization, and the Romans thought that it 
would last forever. 

 What no map can show is how 
Christianity started with about 120 
men and women who had followed 
Jesus and were suddenly touched by 
the Holy Spirit and became “clothed 
in power,” as the Lord had promised.  
 From them began a relay race 
in which each generation succeeded 
in passing along the faith of the 
apostles to the next generation. It 
reached Lewistown in the 1790s and 
St. Mark’s in 1820.   
 Fast forward to 2022 and you 
find us gathered to ring bells on 
Pentecost and joyfully thank God for 
showering us with blessings and to 
prepare us for a new mission.  
 My first Sunday as your rector 
was Pentecost 2017, so I have now 
completed five years with you – 

thanks be to God. From May 23-25 I spent time with Bishop Audrey and other 
clergy. A highlight was the renewal of vows: God has called each of the clergy to 
serve in the Church, and St. Mark's has called me to be your priest. Thanks be to 
God. 
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 On June 11, we will join Episcopalians from all over our Diocese to hear our 
presiding bishop, Michael Curry, proclaim the good news for our time and place.   
Trust me: we will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 What a fabulous way to begin the season of Pentecost! 

Father John 

WHAT DOES THE LORD'S PRAYER REALLY MEAN? 

On Sunday, June 12, we begin a six-week study of the 
Lord's Prayer. We will meet in Father John's office from 9-
9:40 to study the most familiar prayer in our worship, one 
that we pray in every service. What are we really asking for? 
What do the words mean? 
 If you want to participate, please let Father John 
know so that we can order your book. 
 
 BISHOP CURRY'S VISIT  

 
 On Saturday, June 11, 2022, the diocese will 
host a Worship Celebration at 10:30 am at the 
Zembo Shrine Auditorium, Harrisburg. The 
Zembo is located at 2801 N 3rd St #2, 
Harrisburg, PA 17110. Following the celebration, 
a boxed lunch will be provided. This event is free 
to the public, but pre-registration is required. The 
doors will open and activities will begin at 9:00 
am. We will carpool from St. Mark's. 
 
See Father John to register. 

 SOME VERY GOOD NEWS  
 
On Friday, May 19, Joanne Yang took her oath of citizenship, becoming an 
American citizen. She was joined by 28 other people representing 21 different 
countries. 
 Hal and Sandra Jenkinson celebrated their 50th anniversary on May 19. 
When couples renew their vows, I often use this blessing: 

https://diocesecpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PB-cropped.jpg
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May God the Father, who at creation ordained that man and woman become 
one flesh, keep you one. Amen. 

May God the Son, who adorned this manner of life by his first miracle, at the 
wedding in Cana of Galilee, be present with you always. Amen. 

May God the Holy Spirit, who has given you the will to persevere in your love 
and in your covenant with each other, strengthen your bond. Amen. 

And may God the Holy Trinity, the source of all unity, bless you this day and 
for ever. Amen. 

 Finally, we will welcome the Rev. 
Ted Christopher to participate in our 
worship several times this summer. He was 
ordained to the transitional diaconate on 
May 7 and will serve as the campus minister 
for Episcopal students at Penn State while 
also continuing his full-time work as 
professor of music. He has been the teacher 
of Kaley Yeager and Josh Evert. He will 
probably be joined by his daughter 
Madelaine (Madi), who is also a singer.  
 
 
 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ST. MARK'S  
 
Are you current with your pledge? We will your financial statement at the end of 
June for the first half of 2022. We all need to do our share – and even more if 
we are able. 
 Just like you, we must pay for insurance, 
utilities, and routine repairs. We mow the 
cemetery lawn every two weeks during the 
summer; we have more than 13 acres, and it 
costs $750 per mowing. We pay our sexton and 
housekeeper to keep our three buildings in 
good order.  
 We give generously to support our 
neighbors in need, not just in Lewistown but in Ukraine. 
 

MEN'S BREAKFAST 
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We will meet at Michele's at 8AM on Saturday, June 4. Bring a friend! 
MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD AND BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER 
 
On May 22 we served a tasty meal from OIP 
to 35 of our neighbors. 
 
April numbers for MHC:  
     Total individuals- 374  Total families- 190  
New individuals- 5  New families- 4 
May numbers so far 
     Total individuals- 173  Total families-86  
New individuals- 9  New families- 4 
 
WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS 
 
Shirley Brown, Ralph Bitner, Bob Briar, 
Richard Flood, Joyce Hart, Steve Myers, 
Bob Pinkerton, Willa Silverman, Patty 
Wagner, Henry Walk, Jackie Walk, 
Evelyn Wilson, Bill Wilson  
 Pray also for those serving in the 
military as well as President Joe Biden and 
Governor Tom Wolf. 
 Pray for the souls of the innocent kids 
and teachers killed in Texas on May 24 and in ordinary shoppers at a grocery store 
in Buffalo on May 17. Pray also for the passage of sensible gun laws and policies. 
 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   
 
10 �− Joe Sikorsky 
20 – 51th Anniversary of Charles and 
Dawn Phillips 
22 �− John Michael Aitkin 
30 �− Susan Beers 

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND:  
LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY, ON YOUR 

SERVANT AS (S)HE  BEGINS ANOTHER 

YEAR. GRANT THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN 

WISDOM AND GRACE AND 

STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR 

GOODNESS; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR 

LORD. AMEN. 
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MEMORIAL DAY AT THE CEMETERY AND BEAUTIFYING OUR GROUNDS 
 
Our cemetery dates from the 1840s and is the final resting place for nearly 7,000 
people, many of them veterans. Thanks to our Cub Scout troop and volunteers from 

St. Mark's, we marked the graves of our 
veterans.  
 Let me quiz you with one of the 
markers: GAR This is an abbreviation for 
"Grand Army of the Republic." The dates 
tell you that the person served during the Civil War. 
 Some of our Civil War veterans have a funeral stone in our cemetery but are 
buried where they died. In 1865 James Stackpole was buried in Tennessee at the age 
of 23; his wife lived until 1915. 
 Spring has enabled us to beautify our grounds. If you have not visited our 
backyard recently, you should take a look at the new plantings and "welcome bench" 
that arrived in May. Thanks to hard work by Hal Jenkinson, Jane Smith, and Jim 
Cherry, the area has been transformed. 
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CHANGES TO SUMMER WORSHIP 
 
Look for some changes to our liturgies. Sometimess we'll combine Morning Prayer 
and Eucharist so that we can sing our beloved canticles again. We also will use new 
Eucharistic prayers, try some new settings for familiar prayers,  and explore the 
riches of our hymnals. Please tell Father John your three favorite hymns. 


