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What a thrill to see Michael Curry (our presiding bishop) and Audrey Scanlan (our bishop) 
two days in a row on June 10-11. Hal Jenkinson and Blair Hannon joined me at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Bellefonte on Friday morning, June 10, where Bishop Curry learned 
about our Shaped by Faith initiatives. (Please see the reflections by Hal and Blair below). He 
said that we are a model of what every Diocese should be doing and cheered us on. 

The next day Blair, Deb Vaughn, and I went to the Big Event in Harrisburg. Joined by 
400+ Episcopalians from across the Diocese, 
we were privileged to have three bishops, two 
deacons, and a choir of 40 lead us in worship. 
Deb and Blair share their reflections below. 
 If you see a picture of me wearing a 
bright blue shirt, that’s a sign that we’ll be 
talking about Evangelism at St. Mark’s – and 
throughout the Diocese. You’ll hear more 
about it in this newsletter. 

All of us, I think, were energized by 
Bishop Curry’s prophetic words. God is love; 
God is working among us; we are called to 
seek and serve God in the faces of people in 
our own communities, even when we disagree 
with some of their views or behavior. God is in them, too. 
 The recent decisions of the Supreme Court on gun control and abortion have caused 
some folks to cheer and others to weep. The challenge of our faith and of our democracy is to 
remain tolerant and respectful as we seek justice and mercy for all.  I encourage you to read 
carefully Bishop Scanlan’s recent letter to us: 

https://diocesecpa.org/a-pastoral-letter-from-bishop-scanlan-june-29-2022/ 

Father John 

Blair Hannon’s Reflections 

https://diocesecpa.org/a-pastoral-letter-from-bishop-scanlan-june-29-2022/
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I was very excited and impressed seeing our presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry. This was the second presiding 
bishop I got to see. The other was John Allen when 
St. Marks became the first Jubilee center of the 
Episcopal Church. Bishop Michael is a great orator. 
At the Altoona convocation meeting he spoke for 
about twenty minutes. I liked how he was very  
impressed with our ‘Shaped by Faith’ program. He 
spoke about Christians need to show love to reveal 
Jesus work through the church in out diocese as well 
as the world.  

The following day F. Harwood, Deb Vaughn, 
and I went to the whole diocese Pentecost celebration 

of Mass. What a beautiful and uplifting service.  
We got sprinkled with holy water using pine 

branches and had the body of Christ in bread. It was very 
hard for me to realize when Fr. Harwood said his message 
was 45 minutes. As Deb Vaughn said, it sure didn’t seem 
that long at all.  

Again he spoke about being impressed with our 
‘Shaped by Faith’ program and how we are showing the 
love of Jesus still very much at work in the world today. By 
showing Christian love, it was evangelism for our church 
to grow. At the service, I got reacquainted with friends and 
clergy I haven’t seen in a long time as well as made new 
friends.  

Although it was a rainy chilly day, it didn’t dampen our spirits at such a fantastic service. 
I highly encourage more people of St. Mark Lewistown, if the chance comes again he is in our 
diocese, to see and hear our Presiding Bishop. 

Hal Jenkinson’s Reflections 
 
In meeting Presiding Bishop Curry I came face to face with the person who had inspired me 
to take the step of making my life more fulfilling. I took that step a few years ago after 
hearing Presiding Bishop Curry as he addressed the world at the marriage of Prince Harry 
and Meghan. His message of the need for all of us to love one another as Christ loves us 
inspired me to come back to the Episcopal Church, in this case St. Mark’s in Lewistown, 
PA. Though I had served as a Jr. Warden, and a Lay Reader in West Springfield, MA, I had 
left the church as a disgruntled member because I felt the church had lost its perspective on 
why it was formed. 
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His homily that day spoke of only one thing; that we all could make the world a better 
place by simply loving one another. Pollyannaish perhaps to think that world peace could be 
so simply attained, but in truth that is the only thing that is needed. 

In his talk to us at St. John’s, he spoke of the reformation of the Church. Not in the 
sense of Henry the 8th, but in the way that we view the symbols of the Episcopal Church. 
Be it a building or a practice, a custom, a ritual; they are only symbols and are subject to 
being viewed differently as times change.  

Their existence does not carry any weight in our relationship to God, the only thing 
that matters is how we care for one another. Is it going to help others to view God in a way 
that promotes peace and love? If so, then it is a good thing.  

In a particular reference, he spoke of a beloved small church becoming a retreat where 
people can go to claim the comfort of knowing that God is with us. Should there be a 
sense of guilt for closing a church? Not if it can be transformed into another purpose of 
serving God. A service or a practice that is changed so others can better relate to God is 
another example. To change something from its original format to one that better serves 
the will of God is always the right thing. 

Presiding Bishop Curry is unlike the classical picture of a devout cleric where humor 
is rarely exposed. His talk was full of humor, full of spirit and compassion for the need for 
all of us to embrace Christ and his love for all. 
 
Deb Vaughn’s Reflections 
 

The Worship Celebration Service with Bishop Curry was great.  About 400 Epscopalians from 
the Diocese came together to worship together with Bishop Curry.  The service included three 
Bishops (Bishop Curry, Bishop Scanlan, and Bishop Baxter); a Choir composed of musicians 
from Parishes across the Diocese; Jordan Markham (Director of Music, St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral), and many others who worked to make the service great.     
Bishop Curry’s sermon was about 45 minutes,( not what I am used to).   He is such a good 
speaker you didn’t realize it was that long. The service was inspiring to all who attended. 
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EVANGELISM: LEARNING TO TELL YOUR STORY 

You know the words to the hymn, “I Love to Tell the Story,” but in our ordinary lives, we 
don’t have a chance to tell our story. And yet this is the single most effective way of helping St. 
Mark’s grow. In my five years with you, we have been blessed by six new members. All 
contribute significantly to the health and welfare of our parish, giving generously in whatever 
ways they can. 

But what if that number was 20 instead of 6? Or 40? Why should new people join us? 
Because they are moved by what they hear, how we worship, and how we care for each other 
and our neighbors. All of you have friends, family members, and neighbors who are 
unchurched. Invite them to come to ONE service in July. 

In the next month I would like each of you to share a 2-minute story about when you 
have felt closest to God. We will share them with those from other parishes on a website, and 
this will prepare us for a day-long workshop on Evangelism in mid-October. I will want a team 
from St. Mark’s to lead our efforts. We will record your reflection in the chapel.  

These videos will also become part of our bicentary celebration. 
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF ST. MARK'S  
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You will receive in early July your pledge statement for the first 
half of the year. If you are not current on your pledge, will you 
please make every effort to catch up? If you do not think that 
you will be able to meet your pledge, please see Father John. If 
you are current, then thank you for your faithfulness. 

  St. Mark’s is supported by about thirty households. Every contribution matters. If you 
are able to give extra, please do so. It makes a difference in what we can do. 
 
MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD AND BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER 
 

In June 2021, Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard provided for 
136 people. A year later, we helped 500. We all know what 
has changed: inflation, the rising cost of energy and food, 
and uncertainty about future food prices caused by the war 
in Ukraine.  

We have seen a sharp rise in the number of requests 
for help with utilities, too. Tom Beaver, who has been a 
volunteer for 10 years, said that the last week of June was 
the busiest time he has ever seen. The supplemental food 
stamp program will end in August, so we will see even 
more people in need for their daily bread. 

The number of people seeking housing at the 
Shelter has sharply increased: seven new people arrived last 
Friday. On June 28 we served fifty people a tasty meal from 
Michele’s. The youngest person was 3 (he wanted to say 
hello to our goose); the oldest was 92. All were grateful for 

the meal and our friendly faces. 
 
WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS 
 
 Shirley Brown, Ralph Bitner, Bob Briar, Richard Flood, Joyce Hart, Steve Myers, 
Willa Silverman, Patty Wagner, Henry Walk, Jackie Walk, Evelyn Wilson, and Bill 
Wilson.   

Pray for those serving in the military as well as President Joe Biden and Governor Tom 
Wolf.  

Pray for all members of Congress and our legislature to be guided by respect for the 
rights of every human being and respect for the common good. 
 Pray for the people of Ukraine in their fight for freedom. 

A Collect of Remembrance 
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We remember all those whom we love but see no longer..... (Name your loved ones silently or 
aloud.) 
  
In the rising of the sun and in its going down, we remember them.  
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring, we remember them. When we are weary 
and in need of strength, we remember them.  
When we have joys we yearn to share, we remember them.  
 
Thank you, O God, for giving them to us, to know and to love as companions on our earthly 
pilgrimage. Bless them and keep them, make your face to shine upon them, and grant them 
peace. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
DO YOU LIKE ALTAR FLOWERS? 
 
Please sponsor flowers for the altar as memorials or tributes or thanksgiving. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC ON JULY 3 AND GUEST PREACHER ON JULY 10 
 

We will celebrate the national holiday with some traditional American music on July 3. 
On July 10 Father Ted Christopher will preach and preside at the Service of the Word. 
 On the Fourth, we’ll fly the flag in front of our house as you can see in this picture. Let 
us remember that our great experiment in democracy is just that: an experiment. It is too soon 
to determine whether we can live up to our ideals and principles.  
 We should hold in highest regard leaders who retained their moral compass and kept 
their vows to uphold and defend the Constitution.  May God bless America. 
 
PROPERTY UPDATES 
 
We have painted the walls and floor in the basement so that our Cub Scouts will have a 
cheerful place to meet each week and improved the lighting in several rooms. We are also 
seeking bids for new gutters; cleaning and painting the exterior of the church; and modernizing 
the flooring in the parish house and hallways.  Such maintenance projects have not been done 
for at least 30 years and probably longer. 

We have also made a major repair of the organ, replacing the original “reservoir” 
installed in the 1920s. May it last another century! 
 
ATTENDANCE 
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Joe Paterno said that “you’re either getting better or you’re getting worse” (he was talking about 
football players, not a church). One indicator of parish vitality is “average Sunday attendance” 
(ASA). We submit this data every year to the Diocese and the national church so we can 
understand trends.  

How would you interpret our attendance figures for the first half of 2022?  
 
 January February March April May June 
Week 1 13 15 17 14 14 22 
Week 2 No service 

-- blizzard 
23 14 24 (Palm Sunday) 20 18 

Week 3 19 17 18 30 (Easter) 18 17 
Week 4 15 16 14 17 16 23 
Week 5     18  

 
Remember that for each service we have at least one usher and five leaders of worship (priest, 
Blair, Joanne, singer, and reader). 

What story do these numbers tell? What would Joe Paterno say to our team? 
 
A Collect for Mission 
 
Disturb us, Lord, when   
We are too well pleased with ourselves,  
When our dreams have come true  
Because we have dreamed too little,  
When we arrived safely  
Because we sailed too close to the shore.  
 
Disturb us, Lord, when  
With the abundance of things we possess.  
We have lost our thirst  
For the waters of life;  
Having fallen in love with life,  
We have ceased to dream of eternity.  
And in our efforts to build a new earth,  
We have allowed our vision  
Of the new Heaven to dim. 
 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,  
To venture on wider seas  
Where storms will show your mastery;  
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Where losing sight of land,  
We shall find the stars.  
 
We ask You to push back  
The horizons of our hopes;  
And to push us into the future  
In strength, courage, hope, and love. 
 
JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 3—Georgia Olson 
9—Phyllis Sikorsky 
11—Cathy Beers 
13 — 59th anniversary of 
Tony &Sharon Hatfield-
Nicholson 
18—Henry Walk 
19—Jackie Leight 
23—Fred McKinley 
  

O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND:  LOOK WITH FAVOR, WE 

PRAY, ON YOUR SERVANT AS (S)HE  BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR. GRANT 

THAT (S)HE MAY GROW IN WISDOM AND GRACE AND 

STRENGTHEN OUR TRUST IN YOUR GOODNESS; THROUGH JESUS 

CHRIST OUR LORD. AMEN. 

 


