ST. MARK’S MESSENGER
MAY 2022

FATHER JOHN’S REFLECTIONS
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Holy Week was

= physically exhausting

. and spiritually
exhilarating: during
Lent we moved from
ashes to lilies. The
emotional roller-coaster
from Maundy
Thursday to the Great
Vigil of Easter could
hardly be more

. extreme, and [ was

" honored to be with you
' every step of the way.

[ am so grateful to
Blair Hannon for all
that he did to make the
| services run smoothly
| and for Joanne and

Kaley, who brighten
every service by their
presence. The readers
brought all of our lessons to life, and our altar guild helped prepare our church for
very different kinds of services.

Do you know how long it takes to iron the altar cloth? If not, ask Blair. This
is what he did for us on Holy Saturday.

A highlight of Good Friday was the community Stations of the Cross at
Sacred Heart and the carrying of the cross throughout the community. The arrival of
our Easter lilies late in the day filled the church with a glorious fragrance. When we
began the Great Vigil in darkness, we were still in the gloom of the Cross, but after
lighting the Paschal candle and then the candles of everyone in the service, we all
experienced the coming of new light and life. This is my favorite service of the year:



through our lessons and hymns, we celebrate God's plan for salvation - yours and

mine. I g

We are doing many good things for the
community. Our Cub Scout troop now has 9 kids. At
their request, we've made several improvements to the
space in our basement. Dan Dillon is our liaison to the
Scouts.

Finally, I was glad to see how the return to a
"new normal" communion worked at the altar. For the
first time since 2020, we were able to commune from
the common chalice. Father John+

MAY AT ST. MARK'S

May will be a very busy in the life of the nation as well as at St. Mark’s. For one
thing, the Pennsylvania primary will be over on May 17, which will reduce the
incessant ads for one candidate or the other. We will celebrate Mother’s Day on May
8 and Memorial Day on May 30. After May 20, we should be past the “frost danger”
zone, so gardeners will be busy, though in our state anything is possible!

We celebrate Mother’s Day on
May 8. Our Bible uses female
imagery to talk about divine love.
[saiah says that God will comfort us
as a mother comforts her child. Jesus
says that he would like to be like a
mother hen who protects her chicks.
+ Let us thank God for all who have
nurtured us - Moms, Grandmothers,
Aunts as well as Dads, Grandfathers,
and Uncles. Families come in all
shapes and sizes: let us be grateful for those who have shaped us.

Rogation Sunday is on May 22. “Rogation” comes from the Latin word “to
ask.” We are asking God to protect our crops from pestilence so that harvest will be
plentiful. In earlier times priests would go into the farmers’ fields and bless them. (If
you would like me to bless your garden, just let me know!) We also pray for all who

MOTHER'S

work to make our society safe and sustainable as well as the Earth, our island home.
Spare us, Lord, from drought and floods, from pests and fires, so that we can feed
ourselves and the rest of the world.



BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER & MOTHER HUBBARD’S CUPBOARD

On April 26 we served pizza to a small group of 25 people on a chilly, rainy
afternoon. With nine helpers from St. Mark's, we were very organized hosts. We are
grateful to Lisa (Harden) Soccio at Pizza Hut for arranging a special price for us.
Leftover pizzas were shared with Mother Hubbard's Cupboard and other members
of the community.

In April Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard assisted 480 people from 209

households. This includes six new families and 9 new individuals.

WHAT DOES THE LORD’S PRAYER MEAN?

We pray the Lord’s prayer daily and every Sunday,

so often in fact that we’re probably numb to its ADAM HAMILTON
meaning. We ask God to forgive us our trespasses, POk ok T

but a better translation would be “debts.” When

Jesus says “daily bread,” what is included in that T HE

request besides food? A better translation would be L )
“food for tomorrow.” Dear Lord, what should we O I { D S
be praying for?

[ invite you to join a six-week study group P RAYE R

after Pentecost to understand this prayer (June 12-

[}

THE MEANING AND POWER OF

July 17). We will meet on Sunday mornings from THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT
9AM to 9:40 in Father John's office.  Our guide @ NP
will be Adam Hamilton, senior pastor of The %T}/@y

United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in
Leawood, Kansas, where he preaches to more than
8,000 per week. Adam writes and teaches on life’s
tough questions, the doubts with which we all wrestle, and the challenging issues we
face today. He explores the “gray” areas that present themselves when the Bible’s
teachings and life experiences cross paths.

If you are interested, please let Father John know by May 15 so that I can
order your book for you. There is no charge.

Each of the six chapters is accompanied by a brief video that we will watch
together.



St. Mark’s Goose Is Joining the Lewistown Flock

You will be delighted to welcome St. Mark’s goose when it lands officially in front of
the church on May 6. We are joining a large flock of geese in Mifflin County
(https://www.cpartnerships.com/wild-geese-flock-together), each of which
commemorates some of our local history. The challenge is to tell a story in images
that represent something unique about the sponsor. What images tell the story of St.
Mark’s! See if you know what each of them means.



https://www.cpartnerships.com/wild-geese-flock-together

Men’s Breakfast Returns on Saturday, May 7

Before COVID, St. Mark’s had a monthly breakfast for men at the OIP in Burnham
on the first Saturday of the month at SAM. Bring a friend or neighbor if you can.

ECW Book and Bake Sale: Food for Thought

thought” event on Friday, May 13, from 9-1 in the
Parish House. You will have a chance to buy both

- Kaley Yeager
~Junior rec al

Piano by Jonah GlL{t

Works by

books and home-made treats. This
is a fund-raiser for the church. If

. Mozart
you would like to drop off books to Br‘aims
sell or baked goods, please contact Wolf
Cynthia McKinley. Strauss

Debussy
Kaley Yeager’s Concert Laitman

& FSIERE
If you would like to see Kaley’s
junior recital at Penn State. Her
recital begins about 9 minutes into |
the recording with a duet from a & “}ﬁpr‘n e .
Mozart opera. What a talented "~ state College Pr‘esbytema?cnurct]

300PM ¢

young woman she is!

You can view the concert at:
https://psu.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/1 vOhmr683



https://psu.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/1_v0hmr683

Cemetery Flags: Honoring our Veterans for Memorial Day

To honor our veterans buried in St.
Mark's cemetery, we will put flags on
graves on Thursday, May 19, at 6PM.
If the weather is bad, we'll meet on

Friday, May 20, at 6PM. Please let
Fred McKinley know if you can help.

Aid to Ukraine

Let's help you will help refugees whose lives have been disrupted by war. Your
generosity can help provide humanitarian assistance, including medicine, food,
shelter, water and basic supplies to people fleeing the violence in Ukraine.

The vast majority of the refugees are women and children. For Mother's Day,
please give a check to St. Mark's with "Ukraine" in the subject line. We will make a
generous gift to them from our parish.

PRAYER LIST

Shirley Brown, Ralph Bitner, Bob Briar, Lew Copenhaver, Kathryn
Grossman, Richard Flood, Joyce Hart, Steve Myers, Bob Pinkerton, Mike
Roselle, Willa Silverman, Patty Wagner, Henry Walk, Jackie Walk, Evelyn
Wailson, Bill Wilson

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

15—Dan Dillon
23—Richard Walters
24—Richard Flood
30—Jon Myers



